
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

North Yorkshire County 

Record Office has been 

awarded £8,500 by the 

Heritage Lottery Fund 

(HLF) for its project 

Grounds for Appeal: the 

North Riding Appeal Tri-

bunal Papers 1916-

1918.  Funded by HLF’s 

First World War: Then 

and Now programme, 

the project will explore 

and open up access to 

the North Riding military 

tribunals' appeal records 

1916-1918 

 

Compulsory military ser-

vice – or conscription – 

came into effect 100 

years ago with the Mili-

tary Service Act of 1916.  

Thousands of men ap-

pealed against conscription on economic, employment, 

medical or conscientious grounds.  With few exceptions 

the records created by the appeal tribunals were de-

stroyed after the war but, by oversight, the North Riding 

records survived.  As one of only a handful of known ap-

peal tribunal collections, this is an important and valuable 

archive which includes the cases and histories of over 

6,000 men. 

 

Although the project is just beginning, many compelling 

stories are already emerging about men’s personal and 

family circumstances: Richard Fowler was the sole carer 

for his wife, who was suffering from a tumour and in a 

“highly nervous condition”; Mr Turnbull, an invalid ship 

owner from Whitby, would find it impossible to find a sub-

stitute should his coachman and chauffeur be conscripted. 

 

As the project develops, these stories, and that of the work 

of the tribunals, will be told in a travelling and online exhi-

bition that will enable communities to gain a greater under-

standing of the sensitive issue of conscription, the work of 

the tribunals and the social and working conditions of the 

time. A detailed online listing of the papers will allow eve-

ryone to discover stories from their family or local area. 

 

The project is being led by Ruth Rising who is seeking 

volunteers to help with listing, indexing, repackaging and 

digitisation of the papers.  Many more fascinating stories 

will emerge and volunteers will be encouraged to re-

search into the lives of some of the men to discover what 

happened to them after the tribunals made their fateful 

decisions.  
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If you would like to help with this fascinating project, 
or find out more, please contact Ruth Rising at the 
North Yorkshire County Record Office: 

 

Tel: 01609 777585 

Email: archives@northyorks.gov.uk 



 

May is Local History Month, which will be launched in 

Ryedale by an event taking place at Pickering Library 

on Saturday 30th April. The Record Office is working 

with the Ryedale Family History Group and the North 

Yorkshire Library Service to organise a local and family 

history day.  
  

Designed to inspire and encourage individuals and 

groups to explore the rich history on their ‘doorstep’, 

the day will feature displays and information points and 

a series of talks aimed at promoting examples of pro-

jects completed or in progress, and ideas for future 

ones.  

In November 

2015 we were 

given docu-

ments and pho-

tographs relat-

ing to Raygill 

lime quarry and 

barytes mines 

in Lothersdale 

[Z.1509].  
 

The quarries 

were worked 

from the 17
th
 

century by the 

Aldersley fami-

ly, and were reopened by Mr P W Spencer, who improved the 

efficiency of the lime kilns. In 1870, Spencer patented the de-

sign of his new kiln. 
 

The collection contains account books, pocket books, letters, 

design patents, plans, and photographs of the quarries and 

workers. The photographs date from the 1890s and show the 

miners, their machinery and the working environment. 
 

One of the pocket books contains notes on geology and miner-

als and probably belonged to P W Spencer. It contains 

fine drawings of geological forms and fossils and re-

veals the breadth of geological knowledge Spencer 

needed to run his mines efficiently. 
 

Glimpses of life on the land around the mines and quar-

ries can also be found in the documents. A letter from 

Spencer to William Crabtree of Sutton of 31 May 1844 

complains about the state of the road to Ingingstone 

Quarry, and Spencer accuses Crabtree of deliberately 

obstructing the road with rubbish. Spencer threatened 

Crabtree with ‘further trouble’ unless the rubbish was 

removed within ten days. 
 

The quarries were studied by the Yorkshire Geological 

Society in the late 19
th
 century and they discovered fos-

sils including ‘broken pieces of the large tusk of an ele-

phant’ and ‘pieces of tusks of hippopotamus. The teeth 

of the hyena were numerous.’ 
 

Other new accessions over recent months include rec-

ords of the Follifoot Women’s Institute [ZMU], Sinning-

ton enclosure award and map, 1797/98 [I/SIN], and dia-

ries, essays and notebooks of the botanist and natural-

ist Joseph Norman Frankland, who lived in Giggleswick 

[ZNF]. 

life for many years.  
 

ZDY represents a complex legal collection with 

documents relating to a wide range of York-

shire families, properties and businesses.  
 

Volunteer Douglas Marr writes: “I found it very 

grubby, daunting, but extremely fascinating too!  
 

Unwrapping the long untouched papers is like 

opening a window to the world of our fore-

fathers.  
 

Thank you to the archivists for allowing us such 

an opportunity.” 

Volunteers from Mas-

ham are helping to list a 

large collection of rec-

ords from Edmundson 

and Gowland solicitors 

at Masham.  
 

The collection [ZDY] 

contains title deeds, 

accounts,  correspond-

ence and other records 

from a firm that was at 

the centre of Masham 

History On Your Doorstep 

New Accessions: Raygill Quarry and Mines, Lothersdale (19th-20th C) 

ZDY Project: Masham Volunteers 
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From 10am to 4pm, experts and 

local volunteers will be on hand 

to talk about what can be done 

and how to get started on your 

own project.  
 

The event is free of charge. If 

you wish to book, bring a display, 

hear a talk, or find out more 

about the day, contact the Rec-

ord Office or visit the Ryedale 

Family History Group’s website: 

www.ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

http://www.ryedalefamilyhistory.org


More than 6,000 images capturing the 

changing face of Ripon over the past cen-

tury are to be preserved, digitised, cata-

logued and made publicly accessible 

online thanks to an award of £59,000 

from the  Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 

Ripon Re-Viewed is the result of many 

months of work by a group of Ripon Civic 

Society volunteers investigating the col-

lections of photographic negatives 

housed in Ripon library.  From original 

1890s glass plates through to acetate 

negatives on a range of formats, these 

collections document life in Ripon through 

the twentieth century.  
 

The award will enable the conservation 

and digitisation of the images to be un-

dertaken with support from the Record 

Office. Our conservator will advise on 

the cleaning and repackaging of the 

fragile negatives and our reprographics 

team will scan the negatives to make 

high-quality digital images.  

Local volunteers will have an opportuni-

ty to get involved in cataloguing the col-

lection and compiling descriptive infor-

mation. Email riponrviewed@gmail.com 

for further details. 

ing about participants’ family history. 
 

We were pleased when Cub Scout leaders and local 

teachers invited us to repeat the map activity with them. 

The Cubs were helped to gain their locality badges, and 

local teachers used the activity with Applegarth Primary 

School as a creative part of their Heritage Schools week. 

Over 50 children participated in the two 

events, resulting in lots of fantastic work. 
 

We will be running another Big Draw event 

later this year, so watch this space! 
 

Last October the Record Office took 

part in The Big Draw. Our ‘Every 

Map Tells A Story’ event invited peo-

ple to create their own map of North-

allerton using inspiration from our 

archives and exhibitions. 
 

Thank you to everyone who took 
part and created their personalised 
map. There were some beautiful 
pieces of art telling stories of life in 
the town and it was wonderful hear-

Attics & Acres: Project News 

Ripon Re-viewed 

The Big Draw Update 

in estate papers. Material can be in Latin, French, or Ger-

man, although certain handwriting can appear like a foreign 

language too! The scale of items ranges from large maps, 

plans and indentures to small handwritten receipts for rents 

paid or goods purchased. 
 

The two images presented here, previously seen on the 

regular blog at www.atticsandacres.com, help demonstrate 

the different kinds of items held in this one collection which 

spans the centuries. The blog itself is proving very useful in 

keeping volunteers and interested parties up to date with 

recent findings, as well as listing upcoming events. 

Work on the Attics and Acres project, to catalogue and make 

available the papers of the Graham family of Norton Co-

nyers, is moving on apace.  Thirty five volunteers are current-

ly involved in cleaning, sorting, digitising, listing and tran-

scribing material from the fifteenth century through to the 

1970s.  We’d like to take this opportunity to thank them all for 

their tremendous contribution. They have collectively tallied 

732 hours on the project since it started in August 2015 - 

very impressive indeed! 
 

What has struck us in particular is the huge breadth of mate-

rial within the collection, whether on vellum, parchment or 

handmade paper and including pieces of straw, hair and 

teeth:  certainly not the usual items you’d expect to find with-
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Christmas card from the papers of Lady Beatrice Graham, 1935 

Detail from the writ to apprehend Henry Brown of Kippax, 1706 

mailto:riponreviewed@gmail.com
http://www.atticsandacres.com


 

Visit us! We are just 5 minutes walk from Northallerton railway station and from the 
High Street.  

 

Hear From Us! If you are not already on our mailing list, and you would like to be 
kept informed about any of our events, simply contact us using the details below and 

ask to be added to our post or email mailing list.  

The Record Office on Twitter 

 

@nyccarchives 

Archives at Dusk—12 May, 6-8.30pm 

Welcome home!  Archives at Dusk invites you to our sixth annual evening of archive entertainment.  This year we’ll 
be exploring North Yorkshire’s historic homes and gardens, large and small. From castles to cottages, we’ll be 
searching through our archives, photographs, plans and maps to bring you a show of Yorkshire homes and gardens 
to inspire and delight.  All welcome to our informal evening of exhibitions, displays, activities and refreshments. 

Attics & Acres Days 

The following events are related to our current HLF-funded project ‘Attics and Acres’. Regular project updates are 
posted on the project blog website: www.atticsandacres.com 

 19
th
 May 2016: talk at Ripon Library to coincide with the Local History Fair 

 25
th
 May 2016: talk for the Upper Dales Family History Group, Fremington Sunday School 

 July-September 2016: Attics and Acres exhibition at NYCRO 

 16
th
 July 2016: Attics and Acres roadshow, with autograph album conservation workshop, at Samwaies Hall, 

Wath 
  

Friday Lunchtime Lectures—March to September 2016 

Our popular lunchtime lecture series continues. The talks begin at 12.30pm and last for around 45 minutes with time 
for questions afterwards. Admission is £2, which includes light refreshments. Advance booking is not necessary. 

 25 March 2016 - Good Friday - no lunchtime talk 

 29 April 2016 - Westerdale: the Origins and Development of a Medieval Settlement by Carol Wilson 

 27 May 2016 - Death comes to Eelmire by Barbara Dixon 

 1 July 2016 - Body Snatching in the North of England: 1740-1832 by Susie Lennox 

 30 September 2016 - The Archive of the Graham family of Norton Conyers by Maxine Willett 

Conservation News 

Follow us on Twitter for all our latest news, for 
information about our forthcoming events and to 
find out about interesting items from the archives    

    

  
             

 

North Yorkshire County Council Record Office                   
Malpas Road 
Northallerton 
North Yorkshire DL7 8TB 
 
 

Tel: 01609 777585 
E-mail: archives@northyorks.gov.uk 
Website: www.northyorks.gov.uk/archives 

Opening times: 
 
 

Monday   8.50 – 16.45  
Tuesday  8.50 – 16.45 
Wednesday  9.30 – 20.45 
Thursday  8.50 – 16.45 
Friday   8.50 – 16.15 
Saturday 9.30 – 16.15 [first Saturday of the month only] 

 

Please make an appointment before visiting.  

We are always adding new items to our online shop. Keep up 

to date at: www.archiveshop.northyorks.gov.uk 

 

and tail. This has been surface cleaned before carrying out 

repairs to damaged inclusions. Loose items will be secured 

in the album and wax seals protected with interleaving. 
 

The text block will be part re-sown to attach marbled end 

papers and to repair end bands. The 

spine and front board are missing and 

the back board is detached, so the al-

bum will be re-bound in tooled leather 

with hard covers and offered additional 

protective housing in a custom-made 

phase box. 
 

The album will feature in a conservation 

workshop to be held at Wath in July: 

see forthcoming events for details. 

Forthcoming Events 

Work has started on the conservation of an autograph 

album from the Norton Conyers archive. Signatures 

contained in the album are grouped together under the 

headings of Marquises, Barons, Bishops, Statesmen 

and Authors. 
 

Envelopes, seals, entire letters 

and signatures cut from corre-

spondence have been attached to 

the pages of the album with ani-

mal glue. Whilst the majority are in 

good condition some have de-

tached or torn through handling.  
 

The text block showed significant 

surface dirt ingress at the head 

http://www.atticsandacres.com
http://www.archiveshop.northyorks.gov.uk

