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Front Cover Feature -  
 
Middleton, near Pickering. The collage on our front cover, together 
with several other old photos, was sent in by Stuart Plant, a resident of 
Middleton, who has done a great deal of research for the Middleton and 
Aislaby Local History Project. 
 
The following is information gleaned from Thomas Langdale’s ‘Dictionary 
& Topography of Yorkshire’ written in 1822. 
 
Middleton is a parish one mile west of Pickering. Within this parish are 
the villages, hamlets and houses of Aislaby, Broats, Cawthorne, Cropton, 
Hamer, Hartoft End, Lockton, Mauley Cross, Rosedale, Saltergate Inn, 
Stape and Wrelton. 
 
 
AISLABY, ½ mile WNW of Middleton, 1½ miles W. of Pickering. 
BROATS, (a single house) 1½ miles NNE. of Middleton, 2 miles NNW. of 
Pickering. 
CAWTHORNE, 2 farm houses, 2¼ miles NNW. of Middleton, 4 miles 
NNW. of Pickering. 
CROPTON, 2¾ miles NW. of Middleton, 4 miles NW. of Pickering. 
HAMER, (High and Low), 2 houses in the township of Hartoft, 9 miles 
from Kirkbymoorside, 10 from Pickering. 
HARTOFT END, 5 miles NNW. of Middleton, 7 miles NNW. of Pickering. 
LOCKTON, 4¾ miles NE. of Middleton, 4 miles NE. of Pickering. 
MAULEY CROSS, This is one of those ancient stone pillars in the form of 
a cross, the superstitious use of which is of a very early date. It is 
situated upon the high moors, and most probably erected by the family 
whose name it bears, who formerly resided at Mulgrave, near Whitby. 
ROSEDALE, (East and West side) 2½ miles N. of Lastingham, 7 miles 
NNE. of Kirkbymoorside. 
SALTERGATE INN, 8½ miles N. of Pickering. 
STAPE, 2 farm houses, 5 miles N. of Middleton, 8 miles from Pickering. 
WRELTON, 1 mile WNW. of Middleton, 2½ miles W. of Pickering.  
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First and foremost I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our members a Very Happy New Year and 
sincerely hope it will be better than the last one. I think you 
will all join me in saying farewell to 2020 which has proved 
to be very difficult in many ways.  

Our Thoughts go out to all those who have suffered with the virus and 
especially those who have lost family and friends.   

On a lighter note I would like to thank Geoff King for arranging all our 
Zoom meetings on Thursday mornings, we have a very good attendance 
each week and it is so nice to be able to keep in touch and just have a 
general chat as well as assist in Genealogy queries. Also thanks to Geoff 
for hosting a number of talks on Zoom. We have heard from several very 
interesting speakers and Zoom allows us to book talks from speakers all 
over the country. See our website for details of future talks. 

I would also like to thank Peter Braithwaite for organising our Zoom 
Christmas party night, we were able to enjoy a little tipple and festive 
goodies along with some great games and thanks to Geoff for his 
Quizzes. A fun evening was had by all.  

We hope things will look brighter and just maybe we can re-start our 
Thursday meetings at the Village Hall. It could be Easter before it 
happens but, if so, come armed with your Easter Eggs!  

We are still open for sales of CDs and Books and have been busy 
keeping on top of that. Once again Happy New Year and hope to see 
you soon. Thanks for your continued support. 

. Wendy 

 

Join us on Zoom 

For details please contact Geoff 

members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

Letter from the Chair 
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Reports from the talks (all these talks were via Zoom) 
 
The 1939 Register by Paul Millington, 11th November 

The 1939 register was taken on 29th September 1939 in order to be able 
to produce Identity Cards. Before the Register could be released, a large 
team conserved, scanned, transcribed and digitised over 1.2 million 
pages from 7,000 volumes, comprising the most significant record 
release of the decade, and one of the most important documents in 
modern British history. To put the scale of the work into context, were 
you to stack the books on top of each other, they would be 227m high, 
over double the height of St Paul’s Cathedral. 

The register was also used during and after the Second World War for 
the distribution of ration books. The register included details of about 40 
million people living in England and Wales at that time, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland and the Channel Islands were not included. Service 
personnel were not included. Since the 1931 census was lost, and there 
was no census in 1941, this register fills a huge gap in information. 
Furthermore, it was used by the new National Health Service as a 
database and updated until 1991 when the NHS went digital. Paul 
illustrated his talk with plenty of examples from the register, and I have 
an image of part of my mother-in-law’s Identity Card together with her 
entry in the register.  

The Register was arranged by enumeration districts, which were defined 
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by a four-letter code, in the above case BMDN, which represents 
Hornsey in North London. The streets in Hornsey were enumerated as in 
a census, and 31 Middle Lane, where William and Lilian Lodge lived with 
William’s parents, was the 39th household to be listed. Each member of 
the household was given a number, so that Lilian’s Identity Number was 
BNDN 39 6. For the family historian, the date of birth is of interest, and 
the occupation, which was often given in detail.  
The entry from 6 New Road, Hornsey shows that a plumber was 
described as Heavy Work, which indicated that the person might get 
extra rations. 

The entry for Frances Winwood, the plumber’s wife, shows how the 
register was updated. Her name changed to Strawson and then to Read, 
the dates associated with these name changes being given so that she 
became Strawson on 11.10.54, and Read on 3.12.73, different coloured 
ink being used for the two. These dates are the dates that the changes 
were made to the register and post-date the marriages, but not by very 
long as the register was required to be kept up-to-date. 
The pages we can see, both at Ancestry and Find-My-Past, are the left-
hand sides of the Register. Plenty of information was recorded on the 
right-hand pages, including dates of death and change of address. It 
seems unlikely that these pages will be made available partly because 
codes were used which are difficult to interpret. 

Entries were 
transcribed and the 
transcription of an 
entry includes the 
precise location of 
the address shown 
on the 1939 
Ordnance Survey 
map which will 
show the location 
of the house, which 

shows that Middle Lane was close to a school at Crouch End. For this 
entry, you can compare maps for 1888 and the present day. 
The Register can be searched by name or by address, so that you can 
see who lived in your present house at that time. Searching by name can 
be frustrating, since there are many transcription errors, as well as errors 
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in the data, such as people giving incorrect birth years either to avoid 
possible conscription or perhaps to anticipate rationing rules based on 
age. As an example of a transcription problem, William Thomas Lodge, 
(known to us as Bill) was recorded as Wm. Thomas Lodge, which was 
transcribed as Thomas Lodge. Searching for William Lodge, even with 
the correct date of birth, gives No Results. Just Lodge with date is the 
way in this case. 

As you are reading this, if you were alive in 1939, you will find that your 
own entry is redacted unless you were born before 1920. Many people 
who have died since 1991 will also not be shown, and to open an entry, a 
copy of a death certificate is required. For advice on using the register, 
follow this link. 

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/1939register/1939-register-getting-started 
 

Thanks are due to Paul for a well-presented and informative talk. 

 Report by Geoff King  

‘Coffers, Clysters, Coifs & Bum Rolls’ 
by Dr Janet Few, 30th November 
This was the fifth of our ZOOM presentations and we are extremely 
grateful to Geoff King for organising these for us. On the night, we had 
about 57 signing in from all parts of the UK and also various countries 
round the world! So, this is certainly one of the positive things to come 
out of Covid-19. It is something we would like to continue to do even 
when we are able to return to our usual Monthly Meetings.  
Mistress Agnes and her assistant Master Christopher were in costume 
and began by explaining that the Civil War had been raging on for much 
of the 1640’s. Who you supported would depend on who was your 
landlord or who you worked for! It was not until the 1660’s that things 
really began to change when Charles II came back from the continent to 
reclaim the throne, bringing with him all his foreign ideas!  
Houses were built with wood and cob, a mixture of clay, straw and horse 
or cow manure. By the 17th century most homes would have a second 
story. Mud floors were often strewn with rushes or bracken. This was 
swept out and replaced each week. The ‘threshold’ across the doorway 
was there to hold the thresh or straw in the house. There would be one 
room downstairs to serve as kitchen and parlour, with sleeping 
arrangements on the second floor. There is nothing new about open plan 



8 

 

living, it was all open plan in the 17th 
century. Sweet smelling herbs like 
Rosemary or Lavender were used to 
muffle other more unpleasant odours! 
Chickens and other animals had the run 
of the house and were certainly not 
house trained.  
Fire was essential and had to be kept 
going by the 

mistress at all times. Mainly used for cooking 
besides keeping the home warm. Water had to 
be collected from the village well in wooden 
buckets. The full buckets could weigh about 4st 
and she would be carrying one in each hand. 
Candles would be made out of tallow (animal 
fat) and rushes, these would be very smelly.  
Beeswax candles would only be used for 
special occasions. Bees were kept for their 
honey; the wax used to make polish and also 
candles.  

We can get a glimpse of life from some 
of the Wills made in this period. As well 
as assigning land and buildings to 
members of your family, items of 
furniture were often listed along with 
other personal items. This is an example 
of some of the items in the inventory of 
the time. It tells us about the rooms he 
has and includes two Coffers which 
were large wooden chests, various beds, 
hall table, a table board. The picture 

below shows how the board would be set on two trestles to make a table. 
Plus, an 
example of 

a coffer.   
 
 
 
 
 
The bed frame would be strung with bed cord woven across the base 
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and pulled tight to support a mattress usually 
of straw or feathers on top. Mistress Agnes 
told us this was where ‘sleep tight’ comes 
from.  Woollen blankets which were spun and 
woven also by the women. Only the more well
-off families would have had linen sheets and 
pillows for a more comfortable sleep! 
Cooking was done on the open fire, usually all 
in one pot. Mostly vegetables which would be 

grown in the gardens. The herb garden was an essential element and 
would be used to grow a number of different herbs both for cooking and 
sweetening the house, but also for medicinal purposes. Recipes for both 
food and herbal medicine are available online if anyone is interested. 

Utensils and plates were very basic, 
pictured here is a square wooden 
trencher, with an indentation at the top 
for salt. People using these would not 
be very wealthy, but they could afford 
to eat – hence ‘a square meal.’ Poorer 
families would use a bread crust as a 
plate, which would be eaten of course. 
Drinking vessels were home-made of 
leather, wood or horn. For the better 

off pewter or glass. During processing the leather was soaked in urine 
and in order to make the finished cup watertight, it is lined with tar – what 
a combination to be drinking out of?  
People would drink chocolate, no tea or coffee. Also, beer or ale and 
small beer which was a low alcoholic drink. The population then were 
much more active and needed a lot more calories than we do in the 20th 
century. Butter making were a normal part of a day’s work and this 
needed churning which could take up to two hours to produce the butter. 
Certainly, a good workout for the housewife of the day.  
The taverns were mostly used by travellers, but you were allowed to go 
to your local inn for one hour at lunch times. It was not considered good 

for anyone to stay all day and get drunk!  
Clothing was simple and seldom washed. No 
undergarments just a simple linen shift would 
be worn next to the body, similarly a shirt for 
the men. This would be kept on for both 
sleeping and daytime and washed once a 
week on Sundays. The Bum Roll would be 
used by the women to enhance the hips, which 



10 

 

apparently made the women more appealing to the gents! Over this 
would be a woollen ‘petticoat’ for the ladies, breeches for the men, which 
she tells us were never washed.  The women would wear an apron to 
protect the woollen petticoat. It was pointed out that everyone would 
smell the same and it would not be noticed?! A bodice which would be 
laced at the front, either crossed over or straight. The puritan ladies 
would lace straight as it was a lot tighter and this is where the expression 
‘Straight Laced’ came from. The whole would be topped of with a Coif, a 
white cotton cap to cover the hair. 
The herb garden was another very essential commodity both for cooking, 
to enhance the rather bland food. Also, for medicinal purposes. Most of 
the flowers and herbs grown would have a role to play in the everyday 
lives. Be it to heal the sick or ward off evil spirits, especially witches. Bay 
is particularly good for protection and frequently placed either side of the 

entrance to a cottage. 
There were Physicians and Apothecaries who 
would charge for their services. If you were 
unfortunate enough to require an operation the 
Barber Surgeon was the place to go. But just 
looking at his tools of the trade would put you off 
and make you better immediately! 
Mistress Agnes explained about various herbs 

which would be used for ailments. The common names of the herbs 
often indicate what they would be used for. Pulmonaria or Lungwort is 
used for treating lung or breathing problems. Lesser Celandine roots 
apparently resemble haemorrhoids, so would be used for their treatment. 
Lavender oil was good for snoring. An ointment made from Rosemary 
and almond oil would be good for hair growth. A Tuzzy Muzzy was a 
posy of herbs to ward off any plagues. Mint was apparently the 17century 
‘Viagra’ and its ‘antidote’ was Valarian!  Soapwort was used for washing 
woollen fleeces. Wild Rocket seeds mixed in with the Masters ale was 
said to reduce smelly armpits.  
Homemade Toothpaste – boiled rats skull bone, ground up with lavender 
and moistened with urine. Yumeeee.  
To remedy sags and wrinkles following many child baring years, flowers 
from Ladies Mantle ground with animal fat and applied to areas would 
restore firmness to the flesh and youth to the features – so she said?  
The final item from our title of this talk is the Clyster. 
Here Master Christopher has the implement in his hands. 
Anyone for an enema? Primed with white wine and honey and well 
lubricated. Colonic irrigation at its best!  
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You could call this the sting in the tail…….. 
Thank you, Mistress Agnes and Master Christopher for an extremely 
entertaining and informative talk.  
Report by Andie Cattle 

Mission Creep (And Why it Matters)  
or 
How to make a simple 10-minute task take 10 hours 
 
by Helen Tovey, 9th December 2020 
   
Question - What is an alternative name for the measurement of 22yds = 
1 Chain when talking Cricket? 
Helens ‘mission’ was to fulfil a request from her father to find the date 
and place of death of her 4 x Great Grandmother born in 1787.  
Her talk was an illustration of how she was able to use the wealth of 
information now available on websites etc., in order to find facts and 
insight into her ancestor’s lives. For example, finding old maps showing 
streets which no longer exist because of demolition and pictures of 
Victorian Slums which showed the types of house she lived in which 
enabled her to build a picture of the life lived by her ancestor. 
Throughout her talk, Helen showed slides to illustrate her findings with 
every one linked to the website where the data was found, helping her to 
illustrate how to turn her research into an interesting story rather than just 
a set of dates.  
Digging deep and making these fascinating discoveries takes time and 
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not always plain sailing making it very easy to become sidetracked so it’s 
helpful to keep records and make notes as you go, this saves a lot of 
time when revisiting a particular line of research in the future.  
The answer to Helen’s question.  The distance between cricket stumps 
is 22yds = 1 chain and this became known as an Acres Breadth so 
named by an eminent Clergyman and Mathematician called Edwin 
Gunter. Knowing these measurements helped Helen in her research 
along the way as she found that the scale used on old tithe maps was 
measured in chains and this helped her to visualise how close together 
the houses were built in the slum areas she was looking at. 

‘Mission Creep’ is a military term, defined as - 
a gradual shift in objectives during the course of a military 
campaign, often resulting in an unplanned long-term 
commitment. 
Helen wanted to encourage us to allow our objectives to shift 
as curiosity about the data we come across takes our 
research into directions that reveal a much more interesting 
story than just the date and place would have provided. 

Helen has produced a handout listing all the website she used and has 
kindly given permission for us to reproduce it here: 
•www.familysearch.org –online family tree builder 
•www.ancestry.co.uk 
•https://www.familysearch.org/mapp/ -English administrative boundaries 
in 1851, starting dates for parish registers and bishops’ transcripts, 
details of Nonconformist places of worship 
•https://www.oldmapsonline.org -400,000 historic maps from around the 
world 
•https://maps.nls.uk/ -historic maps including OS 
•Archive.org –includes some trade directory facsimiles 
•http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4 -English 
trade directories 
•www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/NBL/census/1871census -census piece 
numbers 
•http://familytr.ee/censtreetindex (or Google Your Archives Historical 
Street Project –for census street indexes) 
•www.findmypast.co.uk/ 
•www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 
•www.thegenealogist.co.uk –includes English tithe maps 
•www.nameandplace.com –online family, local and or general history 
project management website 
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•www.pastsearch.co.uk –history historyresearch 
•www.british-history.ac.uk 
•www.freebmd.org.uk 
•www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/login.asp 
•& www.family-tree.co.uk 
 
Report by Brenda Foot, member number 716 

Talk Reports 
Do you regularly attend our meetings in Ryedale or, recently, 
our virtual meetings via Zoom? 

If so, maybe you could help us out sometimes, by writing up a 
report on a meeting.   

Currently, members of our Committee have a rota and reports 
have been written by 3 or 4 different people but, as life and 
commitments are constantly changing, particularly in the last 
year, our regular contributors cannot always meet their goals, 
so any help would be much appreciated. 

Talks are often recorded, so that it is not always necessary to 
write notes during the talk and the report can be written with 
greater accuracy and at leisure. Reports do not have to be 
long, as one or two A5 pages are often enough to show 
members what it was all about if they had the misfortune to 
miss it! 

Zoom meetings are proving very popular with many family 
history societies, working particularly well when speakers 
are based far away and would not normally be able to 
come to our meetings thereby increasing the scope of our 
talks. 

Our regular Thursday morning Zoom sessions, 10am - noon, are also 
popular. If you haven’t been there yet, please contact us: 
members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
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 Rye Reflections 
As you already have a 
connection with the North York 
Moors National Park Authority 
(and possibly more specifically 
with the Ryevitalise Landscape 
Partnership) I’m hoping you 
and your members/customers/
volunteers will be interested in 
our project ‘Rye Reflections’! We want to involve you in any way 
possible, from preserving your oral histories to giving talks to your 
groups. A short video introducing the project can be accessed via 
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk 
‘Rye Reflections’ is collecting memories, archives and anecdotes from 
people who have worked, lived and played in the Western Rye 
catchment area, particularly around the river Rye. This project is about 
reconnecting people with the landscape. What we collect will develop 
school workshops, commissioned artworks and build relationships. It is 
part of the wider landscape partnership called ‘Ryevitalise’ aiming to 
improve the River Rye for local people and wildlife, and preserve 
heritage for the future. 
So, we’re looking for anyone who can tell us about their 
experiences in and around the amazing cultural and natural heritage 
of this area. Plenty of further information is available for anyone 
interested and of course, health and safety has been well accounted for. 
You can take part virtually, provide written records or we can audio-
record stories (we can talk for as long as you like)! 
Until March 2021, we are recording as many different views as possible 
from communities, landowners and visitors from across the area (see 
map attached). So, if you have seen the area change over time, you 
have a snapshot memory of an event that affected the area or you 
have memories of how you have connected with the River Rye at 
any stage in your life please get in touch. 
 This project is being led by myself (Jen Hagan) from Teesside University 
in partnership with the North York Moors Park Authority, supported by 
fantastic volunteers. 
Everyone who takes part will help contribute to conserving our 
green places and wildlife, so if you feel you can help in any way 
please let me know! 
Dr Jennifer Hagan 
Lecturer – Organisational Behaviour 
T: 07423062265   Email: J.Hagan@tees.ac.uk  
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With grateful thanks to the late Ron Scales of Pickering for this extract 
from his little book, ‘Rememberings’ published in 1991. 
Ron remembers -  
 
Is it my imagination or are there others like me who think that it is 
impossible to buy food today that is as tasty as it used to be? Apart 
from the delights of home-cured bacon and ham I remember with mouth
-watering pleasure the black puddings Ted Hutchinson made and sold 
from his little shop in Birdgate. Never since those days have I tasted a 
black pudding which could be compared to those fat crumbly delicacies. 
Barber’s pork-shop in the Market Place sold all sorts of tasty things, 
penny ducks, saveloys, haslet, pork sausages, and the home-made 
tomato-pork sausages Barney Ventress sold from his shop on Smiddy 
Hill remain to this day a fond memory. 
 
In May 1935 there was a great to do in the town as we celebrated the 
Silver Jubilee of King George the Fifth with a service at the War 
Memorial which was followed in the afternoon with a free cinema show 
in the Central Cinema in the Market Place. A free tea was given to all 
children in the Memorial Hall at which we were presented with a 
souvenir mug. The day ended with a torchlight procession through the 
town to Beacon Hill where a huge bonfire was lit, the sort of day to 
gladden a child’s heart and the kind of celebration which appears to 
have died out. 
 
I remember later that month we were hit by a blizzard, something 
virtually unknown at that time of the year, and in common with all other 
fruit growers, my father’s orchard crop was wiped out by the trees in full 
blossom being decimated. Local farmers suffered great losses among 
their newly sheared sheep and snow lay deep in exposed places on the 
high land. 
 

To contact the Ryedale Family History Group, contribute a story or to submit a 
request for help, please write to:  

 
The Secretary, Ryedale Family History Group, 

The Village Hall, Hovingham, North Yorkshire, YO62 4LF 
 

Or email to: editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org  
_____________ 
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Trowsdale/Trousdale family in Gilling 
My first confirmed Trowsdale ancestor is John Trowsdale my 4 x great 
grandfather who married Elizabeth [Betty] Brown[e] in Gilling on 23 Nov 
1764.  
John and Elizabeth had the following children – dates are of baptisms in 
Holy Cross Church, Gilling East: 
William 9 May 1785, Thomas 31 May 1787, Joseph 3 Jul 1790, Bridget 
13 Jan 1792, Sarah 4 Aug 1793, John 3Jul 1796, Robert 29 Apr 1798, 
Elizabeth 29 Nov 1798, George 13 Oct 1799 died 18 Apr 1802. 
Their son William, my ancestor, is the earliest Trowsdale I have been 
able to research fully. He was their first child. He enlisted in the 2nd Life 
Guards* on 14 Jan 1804 [I do not know where] and he was stated to be a 
farmer by trade. It is possible that he was recruited as part of the 1803 
England and Wales Army of Reserve. Acts of Parliament were passed in 
July 1803 which required each county in England, Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales to provide a stated number of men to make up an Army of 
Reserve. These men were called up for the 'defence of the realm' at a 
time when there was a very serious threat of invasion. The men were 
only required to serve in Britain and they enlisted for a limited period, 
commonly five years. The men from each county were allocated as 
reservists to a specific regiment or a specific numbered reserve battalion, 
of which 16 were formed. Several counties were grouped together and 
their men sent to the same regiment or reserve battalion. However, 
William obviously at some point was sent to Portugal in the Peninsular 
[Napoleonic] War.  
William was discharged to pension injured and unfit for further service at 
the age of 30 having been ‘ruptured in Portugal’ in 1814. He was 
described on discharge as ‘5 ft 11 in dark hair/dark eyes/dark 
complexion’. With amazing luck for me, the Muster Books for 1808 – 
1813 for this regiment are on Ancestry.com. One pension record has his 
named spelled Trowsdale and another Trousdale. After leaving the army 
he became a labourer then an umbrella maker probably with son 
Charles. He lived at Barrett’s Court, Marylebone. According to this site 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/architecture/sites/bartlett/files/
chapter29_great_castle_street_and_eastcastle_street_area.pdf the 
market area in Market street, Marylebone was covered over speculatively 
for shops [nothing is new!] in about 1816 but did not do well. The army 
took over the building for their pensions service, which resulted in many 
army pensioners living in the area. Thus it was that this branch of the 
Trowsdales moved from Helmsley Yorkshire to Marylebone, Middlesex.  
William must have spent his first years in the army on home turf in 
London as he married Sarah Sutcliffe on 24 Sep 1805 Their children 
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were William John 1806, Louisa 1808, Thomas 1811, Sarah 1813, 
Charles 1818 [where father’s name is William John and is my ancestor], 
Elizabeth Ann 1823 & James 1828**.  

There is a burial for Sarah 
Trowsdale of Stingo Lane 
aged 45 on 18 Nov 1830. 
The family lived in Bowling 
Green, which became 
Stingo Lane named after a 
pub called the Yorkshire 
Stingo***.  
In 1832 William appears to 
have deserted his family, 
when he was widowed with 
the youngest child aged 4.  

Morning Advertiser 30 Apr 1832: 
St Mary-le-bone;  2 guineas reward...William Trowsdale hath deserted 
his Child James aged 4 years whereby he has become chargeable to 
this Parish. He is about 6 ft high, very stout, fair complexion, dark hair 
and blue eyes, by trade a umbrella maker, was formerly a pensioner in 
the 2d Life Guards at 6d per diem which pension he sold about 1 year 
ago . Whoever will apprehend [either of] the above shall receive the 
reward.  
William has not yet been found on the 1841 census but some of the 1841 
Marylebone census pages are very faint and have not been able to be 
transcribed. William died in Feb 1844, aged 67 and I do not know where 
he was buried. There is no death registration.  

Charles Trowsdale born 1818 is my direct 
ancestor. He was an umbrella maker as well. He 
married Eleanor Hayter, daughter of a blacksmith 
from a prominent family of blacksmiths in Staines, 
Middlesex, in 1838. They had 5 children, 2 of 
whom died in infancy. Charles died in 1868.   
Susanna Trowsdale, born in 1843 to Charles and 
Eleanor, married John George Williams in 1869 in 
Marylebone, and she ran an umbrella shop in first 
Earl Street in Marylebone then Hanwell, Middlesex 
up to the 1920s. John carried on his house 
decorating and teaching French rather than join 
Susannah in her business. John had been 
educated in Bruges between 1855 and about 1862 
as he was orphaned at the age of 10; both his 

The Yorkshire Stingo Inn, Marylebone 



18 

 

parents and a younger sister died within 3 months of each other in 
Marylebone Workhouse in early 1855. John was taken in by a 
philanthropist Arthur Robinson and taken to Bruges where there was a 
catholic orphanage for boys where they were taught trades. He obviously 
learned the language as well. Susannah died in 1926. She was my 
mother’s maternal grandmother.  

I have the oak chest in which Susannah kept the umbrellas in the shop 
which dates from about 1780 and have had it restored – its feet had 
disappeared and I read that they used to disintegrate because of the 
water from washing stone floors - and it had many bumps and dents. It 
may even have been William’s.  
* The 2nd Regiment of Life Guards was a cavalry regiment in the 
British Army, part of the Household Cavalry. It was formed in 1788 by the 
union of the 2nd Troop of Horse Guards and 2nd Troop of Horse 
Grenadier Guards. 
**Although he came from an apparently tall family James not tall; I 
suspect he was poorly nourished in childhood. He joined the 108th 
regiment of Foot but was discharged aged 30 due “weakened by 
frequent bouts of dysentery, lost one eye, sight weak in other, bow 
legged. 5 foot 5 inches”. He never married and lived as an army 

The family umbrella chest 
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pensioner till he died in 1898.  
*** The Yorkshire Stingo was a public house in Marylebone in the 18th 
and 19th centuries, and served as a significant landmark just outside 
central London. Located on the south side of the Marylebone Road, it 
was a rural location when first built, before the construction of the New 
Road. 
I would be interested in hearing from anyone else descended from 
John Trowsdale & Betty Browne or who can confirm parents of 
either of them.  
Jean Murray Member 984 

Do you need some research help? 
 
In view of the enforced closure of our Research 
Room and cancellation of meetings, possibly 
ongoing for a few months, we are able to offer help 
to our members and prospective visitors in 
alternative ways. 
 
If you need help, or can offer help to other 
researchers, please contact us by email to: 
secretary@ryedalefamilyhistory.org or 
editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org or 
By phone to 01653 628132 (leave a message and 
one of our team will call you back) 
Or by phone to 01653 628952, or mobile 07813 
977613 
We can also be contacted by Zoom or Skype, where 
we can exchange information. Details on request. 

Stories, pictures and articles for our next issue should be sent to the 
Secretary, or emailed to: editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org by the last 
Friday of the preceding month  
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Cricketing Days to Remember  
I was never good at cricket and never played for a team, not even a 
house team at school. However, I had a ‘Keith Miller’ bat and I also 
owned a cricket ball, so I was popular with the boys in the street when 
we  used to go down to the Rec or to Jesus Green to bowl at each other 
against Patrick’s set of stumps that bounced back up when they were hit. 
Peter was much better than the rest of us (there were just four of us who 
lived in the same street), and he bowled for the school sometimes and 
was quite fast. Always keen to take an opposite view to Pete, I 
developed an interest in spinning the ball and fancied I could turn an off-
break though very slowly. 
I never played much with my Dad, except on the beach on holiday, our 
lawn wasn’t big enough or far enough away from windows at home. Then 
one day, Dad said we were going round to see Uncle Cyril and Auntie 
Mary, and perhaps I should take my Autograph Book. They were one of 
four Uncles and Aunts, who probably were just friends of my parents, but 
bought me something at Christmas, half a crown or a classic book like 
Tom Brown’s Schooldays, or Black Beauty, which I returned as being a 
girls’ story. Anyway, we drove over to Uncle Cyril’s and much to my 
amazement, the other visitors that day were Alec and Eric Bedser. We 
strolled around the garden, much larger than ours, and both the 
cricketers showed me how they held the ball when bowling to achieve 
the movement of the ball. I must have been about 11, and that would 
make the year 1954, I think. Alec was at the height of his powers as a 
swing bowler for England, and he held the record for most test wickets 
for England when he retired in 1955, a record which was eventually 

overtaken by Brian Statham. Eric 
was a batsman and spin bowler, 
who never played for England but 
was a regular in the Surrey team 
which won the Championship 
seven times in eight years, under 
Peter May’s captaincy. After my 
lessons on how to hold the cricket 
ball when bowling, followed by tea, 
I had to identify which of the twins 
was Alec, and like most people, 
found this impossible and selected 
Eric. They were the prize entries in 
my autograph book. 

There was no reason that I knew why the Bedser twins were there and I 
never understood the connection with Surrey Cricket Club, which must 
have been through Uncle Cyril.  

77 

 



76 

 

21 

 

A day that stayed in my father’s memory was a day he spent at The Oval 
in 1956. I don’t remember him ever mentioning that he went to watch 
Surrey play cricket, although he always supported them while 
encouraging me to support Middlesex to encourage some competition as 
we read the scores in the Express. One day he came home with the 
scorecard of the day that Jim Laker took all ten wickets in an innings 
when Surrey played the Australians. The scorecard is one of the few 
items of his that I possess and it has the words ‘I WAS HERE’ written 
across the top in my Dad’s hand, a though he might not remember that 
he had been there. (Jim Laker repeated the feat in the 5th Test, taking 19 
wickets in the 
match). Many of the 
wickets were catches 
by Tony Lock who 
would field in the leg 
trap to Jim Laker’s 
vicious off-breaks. 
My other souvenir of 
that day is Tony 
Lock’s autograph, 
which Dad managed 
to collect. 

Although not 
attracting 
the eye of 
the school 
cricket 
selectors, I 
used to 
cycle off to 
Fenner’s  at 
lunchtimes 
and after 
school to 
watch 
Cambridge 

University, who used to play the County teams and the visiting Test 
sides. In 1957, the West Indies were there and I must have been on all 
three days. I remember the West Indian opening bowler, Wes Hall, who 
almost walked as far as the boundary before turning and running in on 
this long run to bowl straight and too fast for the Undergraduate batsmen. 
He was 6’ 5”, known as the Barbadian Blitz. The West Indies were better 
known at that time for the three W’s (Walcott, Weekes and Worrell) and 
the spinners, Ramadhin and Valentine. I was lucky enough to get the 
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autographs of Wes Hall and Alf 
Valentine. 
It was only after taking an interest in 
family history that I discovered that 
Uncle Cyril was actually a relative, 
he’s the first cousin of the husband 
of my Aunt Dorothy, and went to 
school in Soham with my father and 
his sisters. But the association of 
Uncle Cyril and through him, my 
father, with Surrey Cricket club 
remains obscure.  
 
 Geoff King, Member number 377. 

 

Our Membership Secretary, Geoff King, keeps our list of members’ 
surname interests up to date. You can find it on our website. 
If you haven’t submitted your own surname interests, you might consider 
doing so now, as it is very helpful for putting people in touch with others 
researching the same names in the same area.  
If you have already added your interests to our list, have you updated it 
lately? Perhaps you have discovered a few more names in your family 
tree which could now be added.  
Here is an example of the list, as it appears on our website - note that we 
do not publish any contact details, only the member numbers, so that you 
can contact others via Geoff, the Membership Secretary on 
members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
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2021 Short Story Competition 
The Geoff Otterburn Award 

 

Title - ‘Being a Detective’ 
 

This title is a guide 
 

We all have a story to tell of our family history  
researches, so let’s hear about yours! 

 
 

This will be the best detective story ever written - it’s all about you! 
 
 
 

Write up to 1,000 words and submit to: 
secretary@ryedalefamilyhistory.org  

or 
by post to our Research Room 

 

The deadline for your story is 31st October 2021 
 
 

The prize - £25 book token 
The winning story will be published in the January 2022 issue 
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Lady Lumley’s School, Pickering 

1959 

Lady Lumley’s School, Pickering 

1959 
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One long photograph has been broken up into seven small images, to 
fit in here. The seventh photo is on the following page 
One long photograph has been broken up into seven small images, to 
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Customs, Traditions, Words and Phrases 
Exploring the origins of some of the things we do and say 
 
Salt of the Earth 
One commodity which was most carefully stored in all households was 
salt. In the castle kitchen, with its hearth in the wall, a niche would be 
made and reserved for the purpose. Later, when even humble homes 
had a hearth to one side, they had niches too, and people who restore 
old cottages nowadays often find them when the original fireplace is 
exposed. They bear a singular, and perhaps symbolic, resemblance to 
the niches designed to hold holy images. In the very early cottage, with 
its fire in the centre of the floor, and its walls of clod or wattle and daub, 

This is the seventh and final part of one long photograph of the pupils 
and teachers of Lady Lumley’s School, Pickering, in 1959. 
These images have been scanned to slightly overlap in each section, so 
several people are duplicated at either end so that none are missed. 
Teachers- probably, spelling not checked: 
Baxendall, FH Dews, Addinall, Harper, Plackett, Stirling, Lydon, Rocket, 
Hawksworth, Taylor, C Jackson, Flood, Akeroyd, Watson, Lancaster, 
Proctor, C Patrick, Daniels, Pool. Head boy, Michael Bainbridge and 
Head girl, Kathleen Ainsley 
I am sure some members will see faces they remember here. 
Submitted by Jan Rosbrook, Member number  90 

71 

 



70 

 

27 

 

the keeping of so hygroscopic an article as salt must have been a 
problem. Perhaps the family salt box sat by the stones around the hearth. 
Salt was one of the few necessities that could not be provided by the 
village community. It had to be brought in from the coast, where sea 
water was evaporated, or from places like Cheshire where it could be 
mined.  
The importance of salt is reflected in many ways. It was unlucky to spill 
salt. That may have been an invented superstition to prevent careless 
handling; or it may have been fact in an age when servants and children 
were freely chastised. To eat a man’s salt and then act against him was 
regarded as dastardly behaviour. To describe a person as salt of the 
earth is still high praise; to say that he is not worth his salt, exactly the 
reverse. The salt tax was a valuable source of revenue. Streets and 
roads were named after this one commodity. A salary - derived from the 

Latin word for salt, since Roman soldiers were paid in 
salt - is still regarded as superior to a wage, and to 
have something salted away means having money 
saved. Except perhaps for bread, no article in 
common use has left such a mark on the English 
language. A man’s breeding could be judged by his 
behaviour towards the salt at table; it was extremely 
uncouth to dig into the salt bowl with a knife that had not been 
previously wiped on bread or napkin. The salt container 
at the rich man’s table was often the most elaborate 
thing upon it; it could be made of silver or silver gilt, 

decorated with enamel or mother of pearl; and one’s place in relationship 
to it was a status symbol - one sat above, or below the salt. 
The cottage woman preserved what she could of her pig. The castle had 
wider resources. Cattle, with the exception of some breeding animals, 
were killed in the autumn and their flesh salted away. The only winter feed 
then known was hay, and that was needed for the work-oxen and for the 
horses. Horses, being indispensable cogs in the military regime, had 
priority, and the oxen often emerged from their winter retirement too weak to 
pull a plough; and so sometimes, did the men who owned them. 

A silver salt cellar, with 
traditional blue glass 
insert  and silver spoon 

Seen the above before? We featured this article in our Issue Number 32, 
in July 2013. As many new members have joined our group since then, 
we thought we should reproduce some of the interesting stories and 
articles they may have missed. 
There were a number of Customs, Traditions, Words and Phrases in 
some of our earlier issues. When we were short of space in one issue, 
this feature was left out and, somehow, it never got going again, 
although it was very popular. Space permitting, we will continue this 
series. Any contributions will be appreciated! 
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Segments of DNA. 
We have two strands of DNA in the nucleus of each cell, the paternal 
strand which came from our father via a sperm, and the maternal strand, 
which was present in the ovum. (By strand, I mean the length of DNA 
obtained by imagining the 23 chromosomes in sequence as one 
continuous length). When a woman generates an ovum, which has a 
single strand of DNA, she starts copying one of the strands, and at a 
random position along the length of the DNA in the strand, a crossover is 
made to the other strand. The process is repeated so that the DNA in the 
ovum has alternating segments of the paternal and maternal strands. 
Similarly, a sperm has a single strand composed of alternating segments 
of the man’s parental DNA.  

The average number of crossovers along the whole length of DNA is 35 
or 36. If you consider the length of DNA as the chromosomes end to end, 
there will be apparent crossovers at the ends of some chromosomes as 
each chromosome is copied separately, so the correct term to use for the 
35 or 36 positions is within-chromosome crossovers. In order to define a 
measurement system for the length of segments which was not a number 
in the hundreds of millions of bases, the length of 3560 centiMorgans 
was defined as being equivalent to the length of the complete strand of 
DNA, so that the average length of a segment between crossovers would 
be 100 cMs. That was what I believed from the books and papers I had 
read until I looked at the actual segments in the DNA inherited by my 
grandson by comparing his DNA with that of his grandparents. Our 
daughter would create a single strand of his DNA by copying the strands 
she had from me and my wife, making 35 or 36 crossovers along the 
way. Similarly, Charlie’s father would do the same from the two strands 
he had from Charlie’s other grandparents. It was a surprise to discover 
that our daughter had made 43 crossovers when creating her single 
strand, while Charlie’s father had only made 30 crossovers. As with other 
things, she was doing more than her fair share of the work. Of course, I 
checked my calculations and remained puzzled until I came across a 
paper where it was shown the average number of crossovers in the 
maternal strand was 42.8 while in the paternal strand it was 27.6. An 
example is chromosome 2 where  

Maternal 0-65 cMs is from Pam, 65-97 Geoff, 97-170 Pam and 170-264 
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Geoff                3 crossovers 

Paternal 0-123 cMs Josie, 123-254 John, 254-264 Josie 2 crossovers. 

Does this matter? Well, I think it influences matching results to the extent 
that segments in the paternal strand will be on average longer than in the 
maternal strand, so instead of 100 cMs, we have averages of 83 cMs in 
the maternal strand of DNA and 129 cMs in the paternal strand. Now 
consider several generations of paternal ancestry, often the first line of 
research where the surname is preserved. At each generation, there are 
27 or 28 crossovers and therefore longer segments and more chance for 
a segment to be passed down without any change in its size. On the 
other hand, the maternal line would have had on average 42 or 43 
crossovers per generation. After 6 generations, the paternal line would 
have 166 as opposed to 257 on the fully maternal line and graded values 
between for the ancestral lines with a mix of sexes on successive 
generations. Only four generations of maternal ancestry would have 
more crossovers (171) than 6 generations of male ancestry. Long 
segments that are shared by two people who have a common ancestor 
six generations back are likely to have a larger number of paternal links 
than maternal.  

Many other factors are involved in this, especially the random nature of 
where crossovers occur, but it may be a factor in two relations found from 
good DNA matches (32cMs) who share my surname having descended 
along different paternal lines since 1790. My wife has a segment of 65 
cMs in a match with common ancestor John Culling born in 1770, all but 
one generation being paternal. 

How many children survived to parenthood at each generation will have 
a greater effect on the number and spread of good matches among your 
ancestral lines, as will he number of lines who emigrated to USA or 
Canada where rates of DNA testing are higher than in the UK. But the 
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As our collection of transctipts of wills now numbers over 1,000,  we hope 
that some of our members have found some  useful  information, 
perhaps made some family connections and made holes in some brick 
walls. Here is an example of an early eighteenth century local will. 
 

The Will of Robert Stamper of Kirkdale 1722 

In the name of God Amen I Robert Stamper of Howgillhead in the Pish of 
Kirkdale in the County of Yorke being Sick in body but of sound and 
perfect mind and memory Do make and ordain this my last will and 
testament in manner following First I recommend my Soul into the hands 
of Almighty God hopeing by the meritts of our Saviour to have remission 
of my sins Item my Debts and Funerall expences I do order to be paid by 
my Executor hereafter named Item my Will and mind is that my Son 
Robert Stamper (if he recover the illness he now labours under) 
immediately after my decease to enter upon the farme wch I hold under 
Mrs Sarah Gibson out of  wch I charge him to be kind to his younger 
brothers and sisters Item I give and bequeath to my said son Robert the 
sume of Sixty pounds including  the sume of four pounds left him by his 
Uncle Henry Burton Item I give to my son Thomas the sum of Seventy 
pounds to be paid within twelve Months next after my decease with 
interest for the same from my decease Item I give and bequeath to my 
son Henry the sum of Sixty pounds to be paid him within twelve months 
next after my decease with interest for the same as aforesd. Item I give 
and bequeath to my Son Roger the sume of Eighty pounds to be paid 
him as aforesd. Itm my will and mind is that my Son Thomas have ten 
pounds more paid him as aforesd. with four pounds was left him by his 

detective work involved in finding out where a new DNA match fits in your 
tree may just benefit from a knowledge of how many ancestors of each 
sex were along the way to a possible common ancestor. 

Reference. Genetic Analysis of Variation in Human Meiotic 
Recombination, PLoS Genetics Vol 5, Issue 9, Sept 2009. 

Data and diagrams from GEDmatch using Ancestry DNA kits. 

Geoff King 
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Uncle Henry Burton Itm my Will is further that my Said Son Henry have 
the Sume of Ten pounds more paid him as aforesd. and wch was left him 
by his Said Uncle Henry Burton and they and Each of them to give 
Sufficient Discharges for the Same to my Said Executor Item I give and 
bequeath to my three Daughters Ann Lidea and Sarah the sume of Sixty 
pounds a piece and also the sume of tenn pounds apeice which was left 
them by their Said Uncle Henry Burton and wch Said several sumes I do 
order to be paid them within twelve months next after my decease with 
Interest for the same from my death Item as to all my household goods 
and Linning I give and devise the same to my said three daughters Ann 
Lidea and Sarah to be equally divided amongst them share and share 
alike Item my will is further that in case of any of my said children dye 
before their Legacies become due then the same to be divided equally 
amongst the rest of my Children that shall be then living and in case my 
Son Robert Dye of this illness my mind is that my Son Thomas shall have 
the goodwill of my Farm aforesd. Lastly my mind is further and I do hereby 
nominate & appoint my Said Son Robert Sole Executor of this my last 
Will and Testament (in Case he Survive and overlive me) but if he 
happen to dye before me then I do nominate & appoint my Said Son 
Thomas Executor hereof And I do hereby revoke all former wills by me 
made and do hereby declare this to be my last will and Testament only In 
Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal this twenty third 
day of August Anno Dm 1721 # Robert Stamper # Signed Sealed and 
published & declared in the presence of # Jo: Lakin # Roger Stamper # E 
Kipling #  Passed 2nd April 1722 

 

Note 

Our transcripts are, as far as we are able, a true representation of the 
content of the wills.  

We cannot guarantee 100% accuracy in our transcriptions. Some are 
very difficult to read, some use very poor spelling, but we have done our 
best to faithfully reproduce what was written, including spellings and 
punctuation. Should any obvious errors appear, please notify us so that 
we can amend the copy for future issue.  
Little or no punctuation is used in wills. Many abbreviations are used, 
most of which are obvious. 
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Middleton & Aislaby:  
The Story of a Rural Community in North Yorkshire   
 
INTRODUCTION 

On either side of the main road, leaving Pickering one mile 
behind lie the two traditional rural village communities of 

Middleton and Aislaby, set in the beautiful environs of the Vale 
of Pickering, North Yorkshire. Mature shades of cream stone 
buildings with terracotta coloured tiles and striking chimney 

pots hold the key to a wealth of history that can be traced back 
to and before the first ever census – the Doomsday Book of 1086 

 

Middleton and Aislaby are served by an interesting church with Saxon 
carvings where John Wesley preached in 1766. The villages have a 
number of Grade 2 Listed Buildings and one Grade 1, that being St. 
Andrew’s Church with its long and distinguished history. 
But there is something else in Middleton and Aislaby; and it is not just the 
bricks and mortar, the horse hair lime plaster and cruck beams, the 
farmyard and the hectares of rich soil, it is in the joy and essence of the 
people. 

the histories of Middleton and Aislaby takes us back to 
and long before 1086 and the Doomsday Book the first statistical 
survey conducted was a of population and 
productive of the country, their value and who owned them. 
Middleton was described as being of (a medieval 
measure of land based on what a man and oxen could plough in a 
day). was part of the Manor of Pickering and two water mills 

Main Street, Middleton 
Towards Pickering 
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belonged to the honour and tenants of   and 
Wrelton. There was a structure of payments which was 
based on the needs of mill owner, often a member of the 'landed 
gentry' which enabled them to recoup their investment. 

is only when we reach the of  that we can begin to unlock 
some of the back stories from the 1700's through to the present  
and of course the invention of photography helps us piece together the 
past from about 1890 pictorial giving us a  of the 
lives of our ancestors. 
This book  the people of a village their work, 
optimism and their 

 

 

Towards Helmsley Towards Pickering 
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A Pandemic originated in China! 
In medieval times, the most severe damage to our nation came from an 
unseen, undefeatable enemy which had set out from China and had 
been on the move for twenty years - the Black Death. It reached England 
at the end of 1348 and did its worst the following year. England had 
always had plagues and pestilences, if not epidemic, then endemic, just 
around the corner, but never anything like this. In the absence of official 
records, the damage is difficult to estimate; what few records do exit hint 
that a death rate of fifty per cent of the population is no exaggeration. 
The Goldsmiths’ Company in London, which normally elected a Master to 
head it for a year, had four in 1349; in Bristol the living were too few to 
bury the dead. The filthy crowded towns suffered worse, but it ravaged 
the countryside too. In Kent the chronicler William of Den, a Rochester 
monk, recorded: 
“In this year a plague of a kind which had never been met with before 
ravaged our land of England. The Bishop of Rochester, who maintained 
only a small household, lost four priests, five esquires, ten attendants, 
seven young clerics and six pages, so that nobody was left to serve him 
in any capacity…. 
To our great grief the plague carried off so vast a multitude of people of 
both sexes that nobody could be found who would bear the corpses to 
the grave. Men and women carried their own children on their shoulders 
to the church and threw them into a common pit.” 
East Anglia and Yorkshire suffered so badly that whole villages were 
wiped out, and land long cultivated went back to the waste. Some 
country churches kept a record of priests-in-charge, and four or five 
changes in a year testify to the stout-heartedness of the priests and the 
deadliness of the plague. In the end there was no one to administer the 
last rites or conduct funeral services. Animals, untended, died, and their 
carcasses rotted, adding to the general horror. (It is still possible in one 
part of Suffolk to drive for several miles between well-cultivated fields and 
see no big house, no cottage, and to feel an unaccountable sense of 
desolation as well as to wonder who works the land. A closer 
examination of the history of the Black Death reveals that it was a 
particularly devastated area, and when the land was brought back into 
cultivation it was tilled by people who had already had established homes 
in a less hard-hit village, some distance away). 
Those who survived lived on in a changed world. The old feudal system 
had been shaken. The Black Death had been no respecter of persons - 
lords and ladies had died too - and a man who had possessed one 
manor found himself responsible for two or three with a sorely depleted 
labour force to work them. The ploughmen suddenly realized their worth 
and demanded wages. The serf was no longer a serf; he was a man with 
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something to sell - his hands, his knowledge. “There was so marked a 
deficiency of labourers and workmen of every kind at this period,” wrote 
William of Dene, “that more than a third of the land in the whole realm 
was let idle. All the labourers skilled, or unskilled, were so carried away 
by the spirit of revolt that neither King, nor law, nor justice, could restrain 
them….” Reactionary laws were passed; wages were fixed; a serf who 
left his manor to work on another where the pay was better must be 
returned and branded. It was useless. There was little esprit de corps  
between landowners, anxious to avoid the threatened famine. Famine 
was very close in 1349-50; near enough - together with a shortage of 
men - to halt the Hundred Years War with France for seven years. 
When the law failed to restore the manorial system, sensible landowners 
sought other solutions. One was to put land down to sheep - a man and 
a dog could tend sheep over an area that had taken twenty men to 
plough and seed and reap. Another was to sell or rent land to the man 
who wanted to be independent. Most men did; they were certain that with 
their own hands, and those of their wives and children, they could make 
a living, pay their rent in money, and release themselves from servitude. 
The age of the freeman, the yeoman of England - long the envy of other 
countries - had begun, and the revolution for which France must wait 
until 1789 and Russia until 1917 had come about without bloodshed. 
The above is an extract from ‘Domestic Life in England’ by Norah Lofts 
(1904-1983),  a fascinating account of everyday life through the ages, 
published in 1976. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The port referred to on this sign is Weymouth, in Dorset, on the south 
coast of England. It is said that a sailor arriving on a ship from Gascony 
brought this devastating disease to our shores, however, the black death 
or bubonic plague visited this country several times over the course of 
about 400 years. 
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The Same Mixture as Before.…… ? 
Amongst my late twin’s family history papers I discovered this “Prayer” or 
petition of 1563 to the Mayor of Guildford during a time of “Sickness” i.e. 
Bubonic Plague. 
The subject five-day Fair was licensed by King Edward II in 1308 and 
was suppressed in the late 1860’s together with the usual November 
“Guy” riots.  The Fair was held on the outskirts of Guildford adjacent to 
the Winchester to Canterbury track - (the Pilgrim’s Way, earlier the 
Harrow Way). 
Two or three words defeated me in my transcription from the vernacular 
of the original document copy.       
 
The Mayor of Guldeford 
12.Sep 1563 
Prayer that the resort of people to Cath….. Hill faie may be restrained on 
account of the sickness 
  
To the right worshipful 
Mr    …….     ……………. 
Oure bounden dutie unto your worship remembered whereas by custome 
there is A ffayer to be kept at Katheryn hill uppon teusdaye on sevight 
(sic) where unto will Repayre of divers scremes and pety chapmen* out 
of London and other places whereby suche extreme porll [peril] maye 
ensue by myxings the whole people of thies poties  [parties] unto the 
…… here and elsewhere as were to be forsene and eschewed wherefore 
as divers of us have all Redye conferred unto divers pesons of divers 
places so truly the porll (sic) doth Seme so grete that all men and 
especially of this Towne and poties nere adroyinge doo most ernistly 
crave that some order moight be taken for restraint of the genall repayre 
of people to that fayer Werefor we humbly beseche you to be so good 
unto us and to this our contrie as to commend our humble suite to some 
honourable poson whereby redresse or restraint maye be provided in the 
premysses as may Seme to stand unto charitie and ……  of the contrie 
And we all shalbe bounde as we ar all Redye to praye for your longe 
contynance (sic) in helth unto……. of worshippe from Guldforde this 
noyth (sic) of September 1563 by your pore neybors to comaende  
The marer his deputie and Bretheryn these  
This is followed by 15 signatures, four of which embody their signet mark. 
 *i.e. itinerant merchants 
Roger Christmas, Member Number 939 
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The following people would all like to make contact with any members 
who have information or family connections with their Ryedale ancestors. 

If you can offer any help, please contact the enquirer via the Editor by 
email to editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

Charles Stubley says - ‘My 4th great grandparents Mary Leng & Hugh 
Jones were married in Helmsley in 1776.’  

Robert Lacy asks if anyone has connections with his Lacy ancestors 
from Terrington. 

Slightly outside the Ryedale area; Peter Scott says, ‘I believe Elizabeth 
Beal, born in Barmby Moor in August 1839, was my great grandmother. 
She married my great grandfather William Helliwell in October 1862 in 
Bishop Wilton.’ Then, within the Ryedale area, Peter adds, ‘my interest 
stems from my maternal grandparents who were Harris and Helliwell, 
and were born in Low Catton and Knapton and were married at St 
Mary's, Warthill in 1905. They then moved to Doncaster which is where 
my mother was born. Megson is another name of interest in this area. I 
know that there were Helliwells living in Gate Helmsley in the mid 70's 
because I vaguely recall visiting them with my parents.  

Susie Officer asks if anyone has connections with the Bielby or Beilby 
family in the Malton area. 

Bob Duck is interested in the Duck family from Kirby Misperton, who 
possibly lived at Duck Farm. 

Can you help?  
We receive many requests for help, from around the world, many of which we are able to 
deal with, or pass on to members who have interests in the same area or family. The 
following are some of the requests our members may not have found answers to: 

Do you need help? Contact our Research Team 

We, are quite good at breaking down brick walls in family trees……. 
Either send your request to editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org, for inclusion 
in the next issue, or check out our Surnames List on the website, 
www.ryedalefamilyhistory.org to see if any of our members are 
researching the same names 
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  In the Footsteps of our Ancestors 
To walk where your ancestors walked, and to see some of the sights 
that they saw, can be very rewarding. However, if they lived in the 
towns and cities, the chances are that it will be quite hard to identify 
locations, or to see sights that met their eyes hundreds of years ago. 
We, however, are fortunate to have ancestors in rural areas, where 
the views of moors and dales have altered little in the intervening 
years. 
If you are a visitor to the Ryedale area, seeking your own family 
trails, we are able to provide, for a modest fee, a guide to show you 
around the area. Local knowledge is very valuable and visitors learn 
a lot from these talks and tours with our experts. 
 Unfortunately, this service 

will have to be suspended 
until further notice 

The Federation of Family History Societies  
 www.familyhistoryfederation.com 
 
A series of podcasts aimed at providing information on various 
family history research topics, with questions raised at Federation 
events and family history society talks. These podcasts will cover a 
wide range of themes, including: 
 The 1939 Register (Wartime Domesday) 
 Serving with the East India Company 
 Unusual sources and finding aids to simplify research 
 Using contemporary maps 
 How to involve youngsters in family history 
 The value of manorial records in your research 
 
. 
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Yorkshire Gazette 01 September 1855 
 
Freehold Property at Middleton and Pickering 
In the North Riding of Yorkshire 
To be Sold by Auction 
By Mr. Jno. P. Linton, 
On Monday the 3rd Day of September, 1855, at Three o’Clock in the 
Afternoon, at the Black Swan Inn, in Pickering, together or in Lots as may 
be agreed upon at the Time of Sale, 
A MESSUAGE or DWELLING HOUSE, situate on the North side of the 
Town Street of the Village of Middleton, with a nice Garden behind; and, 
on the South side of the Street, some capital Farm Buildings, consisting 
of a Barn, Stable, spacious Granary, Cowhouses, Piggeries, &c., 
including a Blacksmith’s Shop, which is now used as a BUTCHER’S 
SHOP, a most excellent Garden at the end, forming a very lengthy 
Frontage to the Street, and behind the above is a superior ORCHARD, 
containing about One Acre of Land, covered with Apple, Pear, and Plum 
Trees, of the finest sorts, all in full bearing; and immediately below which, 
saving the intervention of the back Lane, lays a sheltered GRASS 
PADDOCK, containing about One Acre of very rich Land. The above are 
all in the Township of Middleton. 
And also a Close of about 6A. 2R., be the same more or less, of fine old 
GRASS LAND, in the Township of Pickering, and near to Keld Head. 
The whole Property is of a very desirable description, and the beautiful 
sheltered Neighbourhood wherein it is situate, the quality of the Land, its 
nearness to a Railway, coupled with many other recommendations, are 
extra claims on the attention of the Public. 
Mr. Francis Moorhouse will show the Premises. Any further information 
can be had of Mr. JNO.  P. LINTON, Auctioneer, Raithwaite, near 
Whitby; or at the Office of  
Messrs. WALKER and HUNTER, 
Whitby, 4th August, 1855. Solicitors, Whitby. 

------ 
Morning Advertiser 14 September 1865 
 
Marriage 
On the 7th inst., at the parish church, Middleton, near Pickering, 
Yorkshire, by the Rev. George Scott, vicar of Coxwold, Edward Marriott, 
second son of the Rev. Horatio Maunsell, rector of Drumbo, county 
Down, Ireland, to Ellen Margaret, only child of the Rev. Charles 
Mackereth, vicar of Middleton. 

What the Papers Say - Extracts from our local newspapers 
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The early census, 1801, 1811, 1821 and 1831, gave very scant 
information, usually showing only the name of the head of a household. 
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Very few of these early population census survive. Some can be found 
with parish records, but it is worth a search in a local archive catalogue.  
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Transcribing Wills - Is your ancestor in our index? 
 

Our collection grows daily! 
Wills proved in the Archbishopric of York prior to 1858 are held at the 
Borthwick Institute at the University of York and all microfilmed. It is 
very easy to obtain copies of wills, as there is now a digital microfilm 
scanner in the Search Room there, enabling researchers to 
download copies onto memory sticks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have collected a number of copies over the past few months and 
gradually getting them transcribed. We have also received 
transcriptions donated by some of our members. 
In building up a collection of Ryedale wills, we are creating a 
resource which is unique. This will be a valuable asset to our 
collection and will also help to raise funds to enable us to do even 
more. 
If you are a regular visitor to the Borthwick Institute and already have 
some copies, or would like to go there and see how it is done, please 
contact me - editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org. If you have transcripts 
that you would consider donating to our collection, these would be 
very welcome.  
A list of those already transcribed is on our website and transcripts 
are available to download. 

53 

 



52 

 

45 

 

More About Wills 
 
We have altered the format for ordering copies of wills from our 
website. A less confusing and, hopefully, more user friendly system 
is now active. 
 

Visit our website and see the index to transcribed wills.  
 

This is how it now works: 
 

INSTRUCTIONS:  
First, look at our index and, if you find the will that you want, 

make a note of the Year and Name.  
Click on our ADD TO CART bu on and pay for your selec on. 

 
Then, please send an email to: 
sales@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

with the names of the person and the year 
 

A transcript of the Will be sent to you within  
a few hours of receipt of your order 

 
This index is updated regularly  
as new transcripts are available  

 
 
 



46 

 

Ryedale Family History Group - Who are we? 

Wendy Barker Chairman,  &  
Research Room Manager 

Janice Wood Vice Chairman, Editor & 
Research Room Assistant 

Geoff King Committee Member 
Membership Secretary 
& Research Room Asst 

(Military Research Expert) 

Andie Cattle Secretary 
& Research Room Asst 

Tony Pink Committee Member 
Treasurer 

Ana Richards Committee Member 
Publicity Officer 

& Research Room Asst 

Peter Braithwaite Committee Member 
War Memorials  

Project Coordinator 
& Research Room Asst 

Eileen Wray Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

Brenda Foot Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

David Campion Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

Freda Shaw Programme Secretary 
& Research Room Asst 

Diane King Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

Keith Thomas Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

Audrey Milestone Postal Sales 
(Non-committee) 

Rita Gibson MIs Coordinator 
(Non-committee) 

Whilst Research Room is 
closed, join our  

‘Virtual Research Room’ 
On Thursday mornings,  

10am to Noon 
For details, Email 

members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
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2021 

 
At the time of producing this list, the future  

of forthcoming events Is still uncertain 
Please check for updates re national events, or 

to see what is going on in your area,  
www.geneva.weald.org.uk 

  

  

  

  
  

  

Please see our website for news of any other events of interest 
 

 
For details of local family history events, please see our website 

www.ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
For national events, or to see what is going on in your area,  

www.geneva.weald.org.uk 
If you know of any events which may be of interest  

and can be included in a future issue of Ryedale Roots,  
please email editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org  

 
 

Dates for your diary 
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Please send contributions for future publications, by email to: 
editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org — or by post to:  

The Editor, Ryedale Family History Group 
The Village Hall, Hovingham, YORK, North Yorkshire, YO62 4LF 

Closing date for articles for next issue is the last Friday of the preceding month 

Forthcoming Meetings in 2021 
Date Venue Speaker 

20 Jan Zoom 
worldwide 

Stephen Gill 
‘The History of Photography’ 

 
 

Due to the uncertainty of all venues opening  
in the near future,  

our meetings are held online via Zoom 
 

If you haven’t tried it yet,  
Zoom is an easy to use programme  

which is compatible with all computer systems,  
tablets and smart phones 

 
 

Whilst our Research Room at Hovingham remains closed, 
‘Virtual Hovingham’ is available to 

all members via Zoom 
Every Thursday, 10am to 12 noon 

 
 
 

For details, please contact Geoff, 
members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

17 Feb Zoom 
worldwide 

Karen Adams 
Trials and Executions at York 

17 Mar Zoom 
worldwide 

Gill Blanchard 
Behind the Scenes working for WDYTYA  
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