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Front Cover Feature - Bilsdale, Kirkham and MidcableIn 1822, 

Bilsdale was within the Parish of Helmsley. The following extract is from 
Thomas Langdale’s Dictionary and Topography of Yorkshire, 1822: 
"BILSDALE KIRKHAM, a hamlet in the parish of Helmsley, and 
wapentake of Rydale; 11 miles NNW. from Helmsley. Population 
included in Bilsdale-Midcable. The Church is a perpetual curacy, value, 
p.r. 60L. 15s. 0d. Patron, the Vicar of Helmsley." 
"BILSDALE MIDCABLE, (or Bilsdale East Side), a township in the parish 
of Helmsley, & wapentake of Rydale; 7 miles NNW. of Helmsley. Here is 
a church under Helmsley, incumbent the Rev. John Dixon, in the gift of 
the vicar of Helmsley, likewise a Meeting-house for the Society of 
Friends. Population, including Bilsdale Kirkham, 780.”  
And this description is from White's 1840 gazetteer. 
“BILSDALE MIDCABLE, in the parish of Helmsley, is a chapelry on the 
east side of Ryedale extending 7 to 12 miles N by W of Helmsley 
including the hamlets of Crosett and Chapel-Yate. 759 inhabitants 8380 
acres of land. Lord Feversham is Lord of the Manor. Stoadfast Hill on the 
moors is the site of a Druids' Temple. It was discovered in 1824. The 
Chapel of Ease (St Hilda) is the head of a deep romantic dale 6 miles S 
by E of Stokesley.” 
The Parish Church of St. John the Evangelist, Midcable, was built in 
1896-8 by Temple Moore.  

Here are the 
first pages from 
the registers of 
baptisms, 
marriages and 
burials. 

Acknowledgement ‐ photo of Bilsdale Countryside ‐ cc‐by‐sa/2.0 ‐ © Sco  Robinson ‐
 geograph.org.uk/p/169409  
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Hi Everyone, 

Well here we are still living under restrictions 
but we are managing to meet online with 
members and guests which is proving to be quite 

popular. Our Zoom meetings on Thursday mornings are well 
attended and our monthly Wednesday meetings with our 
guest speakers are very well attended.  

Zoom has enabled us to connect with members worldwide 
and opened up all sorts of possibilities for the future! If you 
haven’t managed to join us live yet, I urge you to give it a 
try! 

We do apologise for the delay in getting orders for books out 
to you but hopefully we can get back to our research room 
just to manage this and fulfil the orders we have requests 
for. 

Again I would like to thank all the committee members for 
their work throughout this difficult time and a big Thank 
You to Geoff King for hosting all our virtual meetings. Well 
done Geoff! We have meetings from 10am until 12 noon on 
Thursday’s and the Speakers on Wednesdays start at 7-15, 
anyone wanting to join in can contact Geoff on 
members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org and he will then send 
the link for you to join us - the more the merrier. I hope we 
can get back to some normality soon and run some sessions 
as we have in the past. Anyone needing help, please by all 
means contact us via the website or email to 
editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org, for entries on our ‘help 
pages’ and we will do our best to assist. Thanks to all.  

Wendy 

Letter from the Chair 
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Can you help?  
We receive many requests for help, from around the world, many of 
which we are able to deal with, or pass on to members who have 
interests in the same area or family. The following are some of the 
requests our members have not found answers to: 
Please contact enquirers via the Editor - editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
 
Boyes - Harding, Appleton-le-Moors 
Diane Thomas asks if any members share interests in the surname 
Boyes in Ryedale. 
Recently, I discovered my great grandmothers maiden name was Boyes. 
She became Hannah Harding when she married Henry Harding and 
gave birth to my grandmother Mary Hannah Harding in 1870 in 
Appleton-le-moors.  
 
France - Adamson, Malton and Dewsbury 
Alan France is looking for the parents of Charlotte Adamson . Born 1797 
in Malton cum Norton. She married Isaac France of Dewsbury. 
 
Sharp - Temple, Beadlam, Pockley, Pickering 
Adrian Sharp needs help [Editor: I suspect some of the family he is 
looking at connects to Frank Sharp’s story - See page 16] 
George William Sharp (my grandfather) Born 27th March 1911. Died 
1983. 
His sister Sarah Ann Sharp, Born 2nd Aug 1897 
His brother John T Sharp, born Oct 1898, Died 1903 
Their Father: John Sharp 
Born 1854 going by 1901 census when lived in Beadlam. 
Although marriage certificate age would make born date 1866. 
Married Harriet Temple in Pickering, 1895 10th July. 
His Father shown on marriage cert is Thomas Sharp (Deceased). 
Harriet Temple is born 1874 17th May, Died 1943 13th April. 
I have a death cert for a John Sharp, 1928 12th July, but there is another 
John Sharp in the records at that time whose wife is Hannah, and I think 
this may actually be him, the informant is son John, but John T was 
already deceased by this time. 
This John and Hannah do both have gravestones in Pockley Church, but 
again I think it's the wrong John Sharp unfortunately. 
Any help or suggestions would be greatly appreciated as this branch of 
my family tree is proving very tricky. 
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Michael Hannon asks for help with a Nunnington family 
William Robinson 
born Nunnington 30 Jan 1793, died Malton 1875 (?) 
(carpenter / master cartwright / master joiner) 
Children: Ann (b.1822), Thomas (b.1824), Robert (b.1827), Bridget 
(b.1831), James (b.1834), Mary Margaret (b.1837), George (b.1841) 
I would appreciate any information about William beyond what I 
already have and any correction of the assumptions and links I have 
made. 
Working from the known to the possible: 
1875   a William Robinson died in Malton 
1871 Census  William in Coxwold with his daughter Bridget and 
son-in-law Job Skelton 
1861 Census  William in Nunnington High St with wife Mary 
1853   daughter Bridget marries Job Skelton in Helmsley R.D.  
1851 Census  William in Nunnington with wife Mary and family, 
incl. daughter Bridget 
1841 Census  William in Nunnington with wife Mary and family, 
incl. daughter Bridget 
1822 William marries Mary Marshall in Old Malton on 

19th January. (see 1861 Census entry with his wife 
Mary’s birth in Old Malton) 

1793 William born 30th January to father William and 
mother Elizabeth 

1792 William (senior) marries Elizabeth Sturtle at 
Nunnington 

 
Although William was unlikely to have had enough wealth or status to 
have a marked grave in Nunnington church grounds, I can’t help 
wondering whether his skill as a “master joiner” might be reflected in 
some of the church’s woodwork or in local houses of the time. Is there 
any evidence from bills or commissions that this may have happened? 

 Join us on Zoom 
For details please contact Geoff 

members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
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DAY OUTING TO SALTS MILL AND SALTAIRE VILLAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSED DATES either 8th or 15th SEPTEMBER 
Times and Prices to be advised 

Covid Conditions Permitting 
Visit Salts Mill a former textile mill built by Sir Titus Salt in 1853 now an 
Art Gallery, shopping centre and restaurant complex. An exhibition of 

work by David Hockney makes for a very interesting visit. 
also available 

A Costumed Guided Walking Tour around the village built by Sir Titus 
Salt between 1851 and 1876 and now a ‘World Heritage Site’. The guide 
takes you on a gentle walk visiting points of interest illustrating the lives 

and living conditions of mill workers and their families. 
Watch out for more details in the July Issue of Ryedale Roots 

  This poem was submitted by one of our 
members. The author’s name is 
unknown and we apologise if we are 
using a copyright work. 

 

Are you a poet? 
Please send us your verses 

to be included in a future edition 
of Ryedale Roots! 
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Reports from our talks - all of which were presented via Zoom 
The History of Family Photographs – Steve Gill 20 January 2021  
To start the new year off we were treated to a talk by Steve Gill, who is a 
specialist photo restorer, he is passionate about the history of 
photography (from a very early age) as well as photo dating and 
valuation through his business Photo Consult. Steve is a Fellow of The 
Royal Photographic Society. 
Steve presented us with a history of photography and the various 
techniques and how to identify them; also, a background into the rise of 
family photos.  There are many clues to look for in photographs to get a 
broader story from the image, there is more to the story in the details 
than what you are first presented with, if you look closely enough. The 
talk was richly illustrated with many photographs from Steve’s collection 
and those sent in from our own committee. 

Why do we take photographs and what is important about them Steve 
asked; he illustrated this point by using a family photo that his brother 
sent home after he had left home and had been given a camera. The 
photograph Steve’s brother sent home was of a tree and fence, and the 
family were at a loss as to what was special in the photograph, as it was 
obviously important to his brother to have sent it, but the family looked 
and could not see anything in this image; in the end the brother had to 
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explain that there was a squirrel in the photo and hadn’t they noticed it! 
Steve emphasised the need to look closely beyond the obvious. 
Many photos are easily understood and the reason why they were taken 
such as; family occasions, weddings, children, holidays and events. 
Wedding photography is interesting as it developed; in the early days the 
cameras were bulky, heavy and not able to be transported to the place of 
the event, so the couples and their families went to the studio. 
If there is no date on the photograph or the marriage date is not known 
then looking at the fashions can be a good way of dating a photo, there 
are many books available to help identify fashions. A tip Steve gave 
about fashions was that usually the older girls/young women will be 
dressed in the most fashionable clothes. 
Using a photograph submitted by our Membership secretary of a family 
group Steve pointed out the centre person had their hair in a centre 
parting which was popular in the 1880’s along with the style of the 
sleeves of the garment also suggested this date. The younger women 
who are wearing the fashions of the 1895’s, no parting of the hair, having 
a more tousled look and leg of mutton sleeves, the older women’s 
sleeves are less full. The gentleman’s fashion also gives clues with 
looking at the lapels, stitching and shoes and whether coats and trousers 
match or not. One of the boys is wearing a Little Lord Fauntleroy suit 
which was popular in the 1890’s, working with the dates of the fashion 
gives an average date of 1888, however with the young women’s clothing 
Steve would give a date nearer to 1890/95. 
Holiday and days out photographs were very popular, these photos were 
sometimes taken by photographers working in the street or along the 
seaside which people could collect later. Steve commented that a lot of 
extra information is available by looking at the background details in the 
photograph, using one of his photos to illustrate this was a photo of a 
young boy, the background gives a location of Redcar in 1924; this was 
gleaned from the council notice in the background. Again, looking at the 
boats in harbour on seaside images can help with dating them and 
locations. 
There are many photographs of young men in uniform from the war 
years.  These were usually taken in the photographer’s studio whilst the 
men were at the training barracks, the purpose was to show how smart 
they looked, as this would help to encourage those at home to join up 
and also would be used for the newspapers.  
Many of the group shots of men in uniform can include details of 
regiment, date and location. The men sent photographs home to their 
loved ones to say they were ready to go off to France. Studio 
photographs were also sent to loved ones by wives to act as a reminder 
of them and their family while they were away at war. 



10 

Using an example of a photograph that had been taken in the studio 
Steve showed how the original image was then used differently for a 
further couple of photos, again always look at the backgrounds to check 
for this. 
Another useful way for dating photographs is to look at the back and if it 
is produced as a postcard with a line down the middle or not will give 
more clues to research, as there were dates when the address could be 
included and also stamps and the value of these. If the photograph is in a 
postcard format then it will usually have been taken by a professional 
photographer.  
The basic techniques used in the development of photography that we 
might come across includes as follows: 
Daguerreotype - the oldest method using a silver plated sheet polished 
to a mirror finish, usually kept under glass and is either a positive or 
negative image depending on the angle viewed. These are easily 
damaged and can be tarnished around the edges which is a way of 
identifying them. These were widely used during 1840-1850’s and were 
expensive to make. 
Ambrotypes - this was less costly, it was printed on glass and could be 
hand coloured, becoming very popular in the U.K. from the 1850’s to 
1860’s. Similar to the modern Polaroid it produced of a one off image. 
Ferrotypes - these were cheap and quick and easy as they weren’t 
mounted in glass but a thin sheet of iron that the photographer could 
print and deliver in minutes to the customer, this made them popular for 
booths and fairs and the seaside. These were in production from 1860’s 
until 1930ish. They are often found in precut mounts in book like photo 
albums. 

Carte de Visite - these became very popular 
from the 1860’s and were used as visiting 
cards by friends, also collected in albums by 
the Victorians. These small images were 
printed on card, and businesses could print 
advertisements on the reverse, Steve 
showed one by the local photographer Frank 
Meadow Sutcliffe who was a portrait 
photographer and the reverse was full of 
claims of his qualifications and successes.  
Cabinet Print - these were larger in size 
allowing for a larger image that could be 
viewed across a room, or if displayed in a 
cabinet. These were very popular during the 
1890’s and the last ones were produced in 
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the 1930’s. The Cabinet Print was about 4” X 6”, printed and mounted 
onto card, they were also made using Albumen (from egg white). 
Cine film - the 135 film or 35mm film as we more commonly know it as, 
was developed from cine film to photographic film, popularised by Kodak 
in the 1930’s. With the introduction of the Leica camera for hand held 
use, it really took off making it accessible for many families to capture 
family moments and holidays. This was much cheaper to use and 
convenient, in the early days, the camera came loaded with film, which 
was returned for processing. 
Digital - At the end of the talk Steve warned about relying on capturing 
images on mobile phones as there is a limited life span of these devices 
as opposed to a photograph which can have a life span of a hundred 
years. Each time an image is opened or uploaded the quality is reduced 
and the more times this is done the greater the degradation of the image. 
Something to bear in mind. 
Original images need to be safely stored to preserve them for the future; 
using archive quality methods and products, keep clear notes about each 
photograph. There are many places that can supply equipment for 
preserving items such as www.preservationequipment.com.  

Regarding restoration and 
conservation, Steve 
commented that if the images 
are historically important as 
they include famous people 
and events they should be 
conserved, family 
photographs could be 
restored. Examples of family 
photographs were shared by 
the audience and Steve gave 
lots of helpful advice and tips 
on storing these images. 
Steve cautioned us all to be 
careful when uploading 
images onto social media 
sites to share with others as 
they can be copied, restored, 
altered and sold on! 
Further information about 
Steve and the work he does 
can be found at his website 

www.photo-consult.co.uk. Steve has just published a book called ‘The 
Family Detective’ available from his website. Report by Ana Richards 
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Trials and  Executions at York 
Talk by Karen Adams - 17th February 2021 - via Zoom 
Report by Wendy Barker 
This was very interesting to learn of the way criminals were dealt with in 
the York area and local courts, from as early as 1219. 
Situated around the City centre of York were eight prisons and five 
gallows. 
Debtors and female prisoners were held at Clifford Tower from 1795 to 
the 1930s. The Crown Court was added in 1825. 
The names of some of the prisons were Gaol of Galtres Forest, St. 
Mary’s Prison by the Minster and kept within the city walls and there was 
St. Anthony’s Hall which was part of the House of Correction which 
housed weaving mills and looms. 
The gallows were at St. Leonard’s which was on the road towards Hull in 
1734, and Tyburn in 1379. There is a stone close to the racecourse in 
York which marks the spot of the latter. St. Mary’s was behind the castle 
wall and was out of view of the public. 
There was what appeared to be a V.I.P. prison that was at St. Crux 
Church. The reason it was believed to be for important persons was 
because of some of the criminals that were housed there until executions 
took place.  
Amongst the criminals that were there was a Sir Robert Aske he went to 
the gallows at the Pavement and was hanged in chains and his body 
then left for the birds to feed on the carcass. His crime - he led the 
Pilgrimage of Grace. Another V.I.P. was the 7th Earl of Northumberland, 
Thomas Percy, found guilty of high treason. He was beheaded after 
heading a rising against the King and his head was placed high on a pole 
at the top of Micklegate Bar so that, when the King visited York, he would 
see what had happened to the man whose crime was against him. His 
body was buried at the Church of St. Crux. 
There was a Mr Thomas Wilson (alias) Mountain, who was confined and 
tried to break out making a hole in the brick wall to pass to the chapel 
gallery where he was found and placed in a dungeon under constant 
guard, until he was hanged in chains. 
Seven prisoners were jung because they had murdered the Captain of 
the ship named Nancy. They were sent to the gallows and their bodies 
buried on the site of an old oak tree that had been removed. Mustard 
seeds were sown over the top of them. 
A man named John Bartendale was hanged for felony and his body was 
discovered by a man out riding who found that he was still alive. He was 
taken for trial again but allowed to go free. 
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A man going by the name of John Palmer, the alter ego of the infamous 
Dick Turpin, highwayman, was hung at Tyburn for horse stealing. He was 
aged 28. 
The blacksmith at Old Malton was hanged at the age of 24, he having 
been convicted of having sex with the 10 year old daughter of his 
employer, whilst left in charge of the children when the parents were 
visiting Castle Howard. 
There were several more cases mentioned where a number were in their 
early 20s and met their fate leaving wives and children.  
The justice system of the day made what they considered to be 
punishments to fit the crime. 

Most of the cases mentioned in this talk are to be found in the book by 
William Knipe, ‘Criminal Chronology of 
York Castle’ which is now digitised and 
available to purchase a downloadable 
copy from Yorkshire Ancestors and also 
on our website. See our shop page and 
type the word criminal into the search box.  
 
All Yorkshire Ancestors publications sold 
through our website gain a very good 

commission for the Ryedale Family History Group! 

Behind the Scenes at ‘Who Do You Think You Are’  
Talk by Gill Blanchard - 17th March 2021 - via Zoom 
Report by Andie Cattle 
We were delighted to welcome Gill Blanchard, who gave us this 
fascinating talk at our March Meeting. Gill has been involved with several 
of the BBC’s productions over the last 11 years or so. It started as a one 
off series on BBC2, but its popularity was soon realized and now it is 
streamed to many English speaking countries all over the world.  
A Professional Genealogist oversees all the projects, but every single 
episode has its own production team, they arrange researchers, archive 
visits, film sites and find any specialist experts as required.  
Gill explained that she would normally be asked to do some initial 
research, maybe on a certain name or an area. Not much is given away 
in the early stages! She has sometimes done research and not known 
who it was for or what the episode is about. So much secrecy in the 
production, that even the researchers do not know who the episode is 
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about, or whether the research they have done will ever be used. 
Nothing must be revealed until they announce who the next group of 
personalities will be. Naturally, all the findings must be kept under wraps 
until the show is rolled out, so everyone involved in the preparation is 
sworn to secrecy!  

To make it interesting, the production team are 
looking for a story, so they will ask the subject what 
they want to find out, about family, occupations or 
maybe the area in which they lived. It appears that 
the celebrities really don't know much about what the 

researchers find because there has to be an element of surprise in the 
show. The subject whose history is being filmed has to show genuine 
emotions when they are given what Gill calls the ‘big reveal’. Even 
though most are actors, it is apparently almost impossible to replicate 
genuine surprise!  They want the good shots of celebrities bursting into 
tears or laughing as well as all the OMG moments. 
The episode on the Paralympian Jonnie Peacock was one that Gill was 
actually on the show. He had an ancestor called Louisa Voss and he 
was curious to know where the surname came from. It was discovered 
during the course of the research that Louisa was one of three ‘reputed 
bad characters’ named on an 1841 St Ives Quarter Sessions. She also 
had four illegitimate children. For this episode Gill was asked to help with 
deciphering some of the archive documents which were quite difficult to 
read. She also looked into the illegitimate children and how Louise was 
able to support them. During this they looked at court cases to find if she 
had claimed form the fathers of the children, parish poor records and 
Wills. She also pointed out here that a lot of the research and 
information that is found may not be used in the program, quite a lot of 
the work of the researchers ends up on the cutting room floor! However, 
this was one of the episodes that Gill actually appeared in and gave 
Jonnie his ‘Big Reveal.’  
Filming of the program is also an interesting experience. This episode 
was filmed in St Ives in Cambridgeshire (formerly Huntingdonshire, 
which no longer exists) in May on one of the hottest days on record. 
Once filming starts, due to continuity, no one is allowed to change 
anything, however hot it gets there is no adding a sun hat or sun 
glasses. The setting was on a riverside, very pretty but quite noisy with 
ducks on the water, boats up and down, people walking behind them using 
mobile phones. It was actuallly a good environment for the show, just not 
for continuous filming Several hours of stopping, starting and re-takes 
before it was in the can!  
Gill’s brief for the Mary Berry episode was to look into her Norwich 
ancestry. Particularly the local & social historical context, where Mary’s 
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ancestors lived and worked in Norwich. Several researchers could be 
working in the same area at the same time on the same celebrity, but of 
course were not allowed to talk about it!  
Gill was able to recommend various sources where information might be 
found. Some of Mary’s ancestors included a printer, a butcher and a 
staymaker. However, once the team found that Mary had a baker by the 
name of Robert Houghton in her ancestry, this had to be the focus of 
attention. Gill discovered he had supplied the prisons and workhouses 
with flour, sadly he was fined for supplying very poor quality flour, so bad 
the inmates refused to eat the bread! Gill was able to look into how he 
won the contracts and also how he was able to carry on supplying even 
after he was fined. He appears to have been well connected with the 
local dignitaries. Mary’s ’big reveal’ on this was done at an artisan 
bakery where printouts of the court case and other documents were 
revealed.  
One of the other areas of Gill’s expertise is in house hunting. So she was 
able to locate many of the buildings or areas where Mary Berry’s family 
lived and worked in Norwich. The staymaker, also called Mary Berry, 
lived on Pottergate in 1851. Gill was able to show with information from 
the census, trade directories and 1886 Ordnance survey maps exactly 
where Mary lived and worked with her 2 illegitimate children. 
An interesting piece of information was the fact that Norwich apparently 
was the centre for Canary breeding and showing. Thus, the Norwich 
football team nick name ‘The Canaries’ and why they have the yellow & 
green colours. Gill was disappointed this was not used in the program!  
A fascinating insight into how this very popular program is produced. It 
seems to entail hours of effort by researchers and others, for the hour 
long episode we all enjoy so much.  

 Do you need some research help? 
 
In view of the enforced closure of our Research Room and cancellation 
of meetings, possibly ongoing for a few months, we are able to offer 
help to our members and prospective visitors in alternative ways. 
 
If you need help, or can offer help to other researchers, please contact 
us by email to: 
secretary@ryedalefamilyhistory.org or 
editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org or 
By phone to 01653 628132 (leave a message and one of our team will 
call you back) or 01653 628952, or mobile 07813 977613We can also 
be contacted by Zoom or Skype, where we can exchange information. 
Details on request. 
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Researches into the Sharp family in and around Helmsley 
Frank Sharp has submitted this story from his researches into the Sharp 
family and he would welcome any comments or suggestions…. 
The 1851 census return* details that Jane, then seventy-three years of 
age, was resident annuitant with her still unmarried son Thomas aged 
thirty-nine, together with his two farm servants (labourers), a house 
servant Hannah Hill and his niece Mary Sharp. Mary was the daughter of 
his brother William who was also farming in the district and who was 
married to Rachel Sunley. 

Thomas Sharp senior had died in 1823* when 2nd great grandmother 
Jane was aged forty-six and some sixteen years later, she married 
another local farmer and widower, John Weighill on the 14th December 
1839*. Whatever the reason behind this marriage, the records suggest 
that it was perhaps not a straightforward relationship. Jane was sixty-two 
years of age and John was fifty-six when they married. The first census 
return after their marriage would have been that conducted on the 6th 
June 1841 barely fifteen months after their union. However, this 1841 
census* records Jane Sharp as a tenant farmer resident at Bransdale 
East Side. Bransdale is a few miles north of Pockley near Hodge Beck 
and at that time consisted of twenty-one houses/cottages occupied by 
sixty-six males and sixty-eight females including eighteen tenant farmers, 
two blacksmiths, a mason and two millers.  This first civil census does 
not record the marital status of residents so whether Jane chose to be 
known as a widow or married is not known. Jane is however described 
as living with her two sons Thomas and William and daughter Hannah 
and is known by the surname of Sharp, not Weighill.  
In the next decennial census of 1851 Jane is again recorded as Sharp 

Part of Sheet 189 
Pockley 
1851 
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and living with her son Thomas now designated as head of household 
and a farmer of 110 acres at Beadlam Rigg (Ridge). Also living at the 
farm are Hannah Hill house servant; William Abbey farm servant; George 
Plowman servant, and niece Mary Sharp aged 4 years. Mary would be 
the eldest daughter of Thomas’s brother William and his wife Rachel 
Sunley. Mary had been born four years prior to the marriage of William 
and Rachel which took place on the 26th April 1851 so this may explain 
why she was residing with her uncle and grandmother. 
This inexplicable yet intentional use of the Sharp surname almost 
immediately after her marriage to John Weighill would be further 
compounded by the fact that when Jane died aged seventy-six years, her 
son registered her death at the Helmsley Registrars’ Office as Jane 
Sharp widow of Thomas Sharp Farmer. However, the official record must 
have been challenged because most unusually, the original register entry 
is corrected by striking out the reference to Jane’s name as Sharp and 
also, the striking out of the reference to Thomas Sharp and substituted 
by that of John Weighill. Two ledger references  (12) & (13) are made on 
this original register, but enquiries of the General Registrar Office have 
failed to identify what these notations refer to or on what basis the 
original record was changed. The statutory return of the local Helmsley 
Registrar for Q4 of 1853 correctly notified the death of Jane as Jane 
Weighill and therefore this is the record that was sent to the Registrar 
General in London and which appears in the national records of deaths 
appearing under Yorkshire North Riding Volume 9d and page 225. The 
discrepancy between Jane’s name appearing in the national record as 
Weighill when her name was recorded in the previous two census returns 
of 1841 and 1851 as Sharp created significant challenges over a period 
of years for me to identify when and where Jane had actually died. 
Needless to say, the search was for a death registration of a Jane Sharp 
and between 1851 and 1861 which led to an investigation of some fifty 
three death registrations of individuals known as Jane Sharp - all drawing 
a blank! 
Without documentary evidence to support the reasoning behind this 
conundrum it is only possible to speculate why Jane and her immediate 
family of Thomas, William and Hannah would have continued to refer to 
Jane as the widow of Thomas Sharp rather than that of John Weighill 
and why she continued to live with her “Sharp” family rather than with her 
second husband John. Perhaps the civil reporting system relevant at the 
time may explain some of the discrepancies? 
In 1837 England and Wales were divided up into twenty seven 
registration districts based on the contemporary Poor Law Unions. Each 
district was subdivided into local districts staffed by local registrars. This 
arrangement was changed in 1852 the year before Jane’s death when 
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the local districts were further increased in number to thirty three. The 
local registrar was responsible for collecting the information in their 
district of births, marriages and deaths and in the case of the later this 
was supposed to take place within five days of a death.  There was no 
onus on the family to report a death and in rural communities such as 
that of Beadlam Ridge, it would have been perhaps not that unusual for a 
delay to occur between a death and its registration. This position 
changed in 1874 with the passing of the Births and Death Registration 
Act where the responsibility then became that of the family to report a 
death. This was reinforced in 1875 by the imposition of fines for late or 
non-registration. 
Jane died on the 19th November and her death was registered in the sub
-district of Helmsley on the 1st December, some thirteen days later by 
her eldest son Thomas Sharp. It is probable that the local registrar would 
have been advised of Jane's death when Thomas was concluding 
arrangements for her burial at the local parish church of All Saints. 
Because Thomas had previously notified the census enumerator that his 
mother was known as Jane Sharp - in the 1841 and 1851 census returns 
- he was clearly intending to reinforce this impression on the occasion of 
her death. Why he had not accepted her change of status to that of the 
wife of John Weighill is perhaps less obvious.   
Jane was buried on the 4th December 1853* in the cemetery of All 
Saints and the parish record further confuses matters in that the hand 
written entry made by George Dixon the local vicar, describes Jane as “widow 
of John Weighill” - perhaps it was this local church official who notified 

the registrar that her death registration had been incorrectly reported? 
John Weighill died in the July of 1842 and was buried at the parish 
church at Helmsley on the 27th July . This would confirm that Jane’s new 
husband had only lived for some thirty months after his marriage to her 
and may be a plausible explanation why the Sharp family quickly 
reverted back to her previous known name. However, this would not 
explain why Jane is living at Bransdale East in the June of 1841, barely 
eighteen months after her wedding and before the death of husband John. 

87 



86  19 

A plausible explanation for this short-lived marriage and a reluctance of 
Jane and her family to acknowledge the legal association with John 
Weighill may be found by scrutiny of John’s own death registration.  
John died of scrofulous ulcers on the body according to the cause of 
death entered by the Helmsley registrar. This chronic condition, which 
John Weighill would have been suffering from prior to his marriage to 
Jane Sharp in the December of 1839, is also known as Bazin’s Malady. It 
is caused by a mycobacterium tuberculosis, but was often mistaken for 
syphilis before the discovery of the relevant bacterium. In 1842 when 
John presented with these chronic ulcers - probably on his legs and neck 
- it may have been thought to be the more socially unacceptable final 
stages of syphilis. The very similar and equally incurable ulcers caused 
by mycobacterium tuberculosis could have been the cause of his death 
either through infection carried to other organs such as the lungs or 
septicaemia. As has been mentioned in an earlier chapter on the 
Eddlestone branch of the family tree, tuberculosis was only discovered 
by Dr Robert Koch in March of 1882. The pathology of tuberculosis, even 
though its exact bacteriological gneiss was not known until this year, was 
well recognised in the Victorian era and would have been described as 
phthisis by the medical profession and consumption by the man in the 
street.  It is possible therefore to surmise why, if Jane was unaware of 
this chronic illness suffered by John Weighill until after her marriage, that 
Jane would have chosen to live separately from him. 
In a further twist to this association between 
the Sharp and Weighill union of the 
precariously married partners, John’s death 
registration would also be subject to correction 
sometime after it had been notified to the 
Helmsley registrar. The informant of the death 
was a John Ransom of Bransdale West Side. 
There were two such individuals living in this 
area of Helmsley at the time, one a farmer and the other an agricultural 
labourer. The registration was made two days after the actual death on 
the 25th July. A codicil has been added to the entry which was made on 
the 15th April the following year in which the registrar has entered a 
correction to the Informant section by adding that “ John Whyhill 
(Weighill) and his wife Ursula Whyhill were both in attendance at the 
death”   What the significance of this addition may be is unclear, but it 
represents yet another departure from what in 99% of registrations of 
deaths would have been straightforward and routine attracting no 
subsequent challenge.  
If you have any comments or suggestions for Frank, please contact him 
via email to editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

Bransdale 
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The winning story in our 2020 story writing competition. This should 
have been published in our January issue, however, as we extended the 
deadline to 30th November, we had to give the judges a little more time! 
 
A Day to Remember - Rover 14 
The day dawned sunny and warm perfect for a family trip to the seaside. 
As soon as breakfast was over preparations for the day got under way. 
Whilst Mum prepared a lovely picnic my sister and I busied ourselves 
packing swimming costumes, towels, buckets and spades, cricket bat 
and balls and because we were going to a beach on the east coast the 
essential wind shield was dug out from the back of a cupboard. All was 
ready by 10am and placed in the hallway ready to be packed into the 
boot of the car. 
The Car! - a Rover 14 Sports Saloon (circa 1934).  A very smart car in 
its’ day with running boards, spoked wheels, leather seats, walnut 
dashboard, sunshine roof and a powerful 14 horsepower engine but by 
the time my parents bought it 20 years later it had seen better days and 
needed quite a lot of work to make it roadworthy again. 

I was 7 years old and never happier than when I could be with my Dad. 
We did not have a garage at our house so Dad rented a rickety old shed 
about half a mile away. I loved spending hours with him as he worked on 
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the car, trying to be helpful by handing him tools etc., and not chattering 
too much. New brake shoes, an exhaust system, petrol tank and various 
engine parts had to be replaced. Holes in the bodywork were filled with 
fiberglass, sanded down and painted over with a gun metal grey coloured 
paint to match the rest of the car. Needle and strong thread were 
employed to repair the leather seats and attention was given to the 
sunroof which no longer worked and leaked.  
A piece of hardboard was pasted on one side with a thick black pungent 
adhesive, the fumes from which when being applied made Dad and I feel 
quite lightheaded, (glue sniffing 1950’s style) and this was duly stuck over 
the sunroof, strong sticky tape was also applied around the edges of the 
hardboard to make sure it was properly secured then finally painted over 
with the gun metal grey paint.  
The repairs and refurbishments took a long time to complete as they 
could only be carried out in Dads’ rare spare time but eventually the day 
came when it was ready to be put into service again, looking back though 
it is a good job MOTs had not been invented then. 
The Day!  Anticipation and excitement were running high as Dad and I 
walked to the shed to collect the car and when we got back everything 
was loaded into the boot. Mum put wool rugs on the sagging leather 
seats to make them more comfortable, and Dad looked so proud behind 
the wheel as we set out. 
The first part of the journey was a sedate drive through the city of Hull 
which seemed to take forever and cries of ‘are we nearly there yet’ were 
soon heard coming from my sister and I so we were encouraged to play 
the popular car games of the day. I Spy with my Little Eye and counting 
passing cars were our favourites and they helped to pass the time.  
Soon we were tootling along the open country road gathering speed as 
we travelled along and all seemed right with the world as we got nearer 
and nearer to the coast.  
However, when we were just about in sniffing distance of the seaside, we 
realised something was not quite as it should be. We began to hear an 
unusual sound coming from above our heads, this got louder and louder 
which turned into an alarming ripping sound. Dad slowed down quickly 
but before he was able to come to a halt my sister and I not being 
restrained by seat belts were able to turn round and kneel up on the seat 
to look through the back window.  
What we saw was the piece of hardboard floating through the air spinning 
round and round in what seemed like slow motion until eventually it came 
to rest on the grass verge in the hedge bottom. The adhesive and sticky 
tape had not been strong enough to prevent air getting under the 
hardboard and had lifted it away from the roof. Thankfully, no harm had 
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come to anyone apart that is from my parents’ acute feelings of 
embarrassment when the occupants of a car travelling in the opposite 
direction who had witnessed the incident were waving and laughing at 
us. 
Disappointment was an understatement as my sister and I sat quietly in 
the back of the car waiting for what we thought must be the inevitable 
decision to turn round and return home. However, after making sure all 
was safe on the roof, no possibility of the hardboard blowing out of the 
ditch and checking there was no debris on the road, to our surprise and 
absolute delight our parents decided that as nothing further could be 
done and as we were now nearer the coast than home we should carry 
on and enjoy the rest of the planned rare family day out at the seaside. 
And what a memorable day we had, paddling and swimming in the sea, 
making sandcastles, being in the fresh air and of course eating the 
delicious picnic but the best thing of all, after the earlier drama was 
seeing Mum and Dad relaxing and enjoying themselves too, and to 
complete a perfect day we were treated to an Ice Cream!! 
At a later date a successful repair was made to the sunroof and we had 
many more lovely days out in the ‘Old Bus’ as my Dad called the car but 
none as eventful as that first one, on that Day to Remember. 
 
Our judge’s comments -  
Rover 14 
An enchanting story based on childhood memories of a special day out in 
a much loved car. 
Cleverly chosen vocabulary and descriptions convey the period vividly; 
especially the close relationship between father and child during the 
restoration project. 
A well-crafted, nostalgic piece which celebrates the ups and downs of the 
traditional family day out at the seaside.  

Do you have Irish ancestors?  
Would you be interested in a bus trip to the Dublin Archives? This could 
be a 2-3 day tour, possibly longer, and if there is sufficient interest 
amongst our members, we can arrange a block booking in a local hotel. 

There are several cemeteries in and around Dublin which are worth a 
visit if you have ancestors there, and a few days may give you the 
opportunity to visit other parts of Eire. 

Subject to Covid conditions and most probably in 2022 or 2023. 
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2021 Short Story Competition 

The Geoff Otterburn Award 
 

Title - ‘Being a Detective’ 
 

This title is a guide 
 

We all have a story to tell of our family history  
researches, so let’s hear about yours! 

 
 

This will be the best detective story ever written - it’s all about you! 
 
 

Write up to 1,000 words and submit to: 
secretary@ryedalefamilyhistory.org  

or 
by post to our Research Room 

 

The deadline for your story is 31st October 2021 
 
 

The prize - £25 book token 
The winning story will be published in the January 2022 issue 
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Early English Social Reform 
One consequence of the 16c Reformation was the destruction of the 
Roman Catholic Church’s provision for the poor, which had been a 
religious duty until then.  The “dissolution” of Monasteries, Abbeys, 
Religious Guilds, Alms houses, Hospital etc. caused much hardship.  
Help for the poor had become much more of a choice rather than an 
often imposed duty.  After 60 years the obvious limitations of 
philanthropy were very apparent.  That resulted in the 1597 Acte for the 
Reliefe of the Poor(39 Eliz.c.3), later amended by the “Poor Law” of 
1601.  These formed the basis of Poor Relief until, effectively, apart from 
some amendments in the 19th century, the introduction of the Welfare 
State in 1948. 
Two Overseers had to be appointed for each Parish whose 
responsibilities were to find work for the unemployed poor and to set up 
Parish-Houses and assistance for those incapable of supporting 
themselves.  They also put poor children to apprenticeships.  It was the 
first secular national welfare system (some countries still have no 
equivalent provision!). 
The Overseers were unpaid and frequently unwilling but were appointed 
by the Monarch’s Justices of the Peace (JPs).  They collected the 
compulsory Poor Law Rate from property owners but at least the “tax 
payers” set the rate needed to look after the poor of their parish.  The 
Overseers were chosen annually so that too much compassion or 
harshness might be remedied.  The system was basically transparent 
and the tax payers could see the result of their rate setting. 
The 1662 Poor Law Act (14Car2.c.12) is commonly referred to as The 
Act of Settlement and Removal, one of its principles is concerned with 
the restriction of (internal) migration, but it also provided the various 
means of satisfying one’s Settlement status.  Many parishes were 
reluctant to provide Settlement Certificates to these wishing to move 
elsewhere.  A certificate was an insurance for the individual and an 
assurance to the other parish that they would not become a burden if the 
individual or family fell on hard times.  If so, they would be removed to 
their Settlement parish.  One way of being classed as settled was by 
moving into a parish for 40 days (Biblical?) without being challenged.  
This led to all sorts of deceptions and shenanigans becoming rife. 
This leads me to my 3 x great grandmother – Sarah Christmas, a widow, 
who faced a Settlement examination on 30th December 1794 having 
presumably been “shopped” by someone when living in the parish of 
Holy Trinity, Guildford.  So she was hauled up before two of the JPs of 
Guildford and the legal report states the following 
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Two of the means of 
proving settlement in 
Stoke next Guildford, but 
not the adjacent Holy 
Trinity, had been satisfied.   
She had been married and 
her husband had been 
hired for more than a year 
and a day.  She married 
Thomas Smith in Stoke 
next Guildford the 
following year.   The two 
and a half year old William 
became my two times 
great grandfather and 
worked as a Sawyer. 
Roger Christmas,  
Member number 939 
14 March 2021 

“Who on her oath saith,  that  the place of her se lement  is 
the parish of Stoke next Guildford in the county of Surrey for 
that in the year 1788 she married one James Christmas who 
she had heard frequently say and as she had good reason to 
believe  lived  with  William  Taylor  of  Stoke  aforesaid 
Millwright as a yearly servant more than two year.  Saith she 
has two children namely Sarah aged near 6 years and William 
aged 2 years and an half.                      

              The mark  X 
Taken and sworn before                             of Sarah Christmas 
Mr Joseph Pickerstone (Mayor) 
John Russell 
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They Kept Faith 
 We are indebted to the author, 
the late John Rushton who, in 
2005, with the collaboration of 
Yorkshire Ancestors produced 
this specially made edition for 
publication on CD and which is 
now also downloadable.  
A tremendous insight into the 
hearts and minds of the men 
and women of North East 
Yorkshire, who founded and 
attended the non-conformist 
chapels and churches. 
Hundreds of names are listed in 
the congregation rolls. There is a foreword by the author and the book 
text is fully searchable.   
 
They Kept Faith 
part of the story of some 
YORKSHIRE CHRISTIANS 
Foreword by John Rushton, 1967 
This volume attempts to explore the later history of Christian 
congregations in north-east Yorkshire, as a background to a more 
particular study of the role played by churches of the Congregational  
order,  especially  the  Malton  Congregational Church and the Pickering 
Congregational Church. It includes a detailed history of those two 
churches; a survey of general local religious  history  since  the  16th   
Century,  against  which  their origins and development can be 
examined, and historical notes on other nonconformist churches in the 
district. 
“They only see the Minutes of our Church Meetings, of course, not the 
presence of the Holy Spirit among us.” (quoted from 
“This desirable Property.” Stuart Jackman, 1966. p.82) 
John Rushton’s 2005 edition foreword: 
The first edition of “They Kept Faith” was compiled in 1967. At 
that time, it was only possible to publish such a volume by using a  
duplicating machine. Once that inky task was complete, the 
pages were scattered in order, around the conveniently sloping 
desks  of  the  Pickering  Council  Chamber.  A  hundred  walks 
around  the  room  eventually  assembled  that  many  copies. 
These were stapled together between covers by Eric Dewing, 
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Editor: I well remember my involvement on this project. John Rushton was a 
man of wit and joviality and a thoroughly loveable character. Following my 
work of retyping John’s work, it had to be very carefully checked, not least 
because of the huge number of dates and numbers involved. Over the 
course of three or four meetings, John and I read through and checked all, 
so that accuracy can be pretty much guaranteed. I remember those 
meetings particularly as a time of lots of laughter!!! 
Yorkshire Ancestors chose the cover picture for the CD from a Victorian 
publication, as the cellist had a slight resemblance to John, which caused 
him some chuckles too! 
Available to download from our website.  All Yorkshire Ancestors 
publications sold through our website gain a very good commission for the 
Ryedale Family History Group! 

who  ran  a  small  printing  shop  behind  the  stationers  in  the 
Market Place. A gentleman of the “Old School,” Eric did the 
covers and the stapling without charge, because he thought 
that it was a good thing to do. The technology has progressed 
incredibly since then. The human spirit has not altered so much. 
Janice Wood felt that the volume should be re-issued in 2005 
as a compact disc. She undertook the mammoth task of re- 
typing the book. I am most grateful to her for that. 
The “Nonconformist Conscience” was still a daily fact in the 
politics and social life of north east Yorkshire in 1967. If the long 
decline in church attendances had already begun, it was not 
then  so  noticeable.  Most  people  had  been  raised  attending 
Sunday  Schools,  churches   and  chapels,  and  not  a  few 
continued to enjoy a vigorous social life in those bodies. Such 
opportunities have become rarer with the passing years. Many an  
Anglican  village  church  presents  a  locked  door.  A great many 
village and town chapels and churches have closed. A list of 
those lost would embrace many recorded  in this volume. 
Something  of  the  vigour  that  these  once  enjoyed,  including 
vigorous disagreements, is recorded in these pages. Some of 
the people mentioned may be of more interest now to family 
historians. I hope that the book may also recall the things for 
which they stood and the lives they lived, rich in a different way to 
the riches of another day. 
John Rushton 
Scarborough 
2005 
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A Curious Find 
Lockdown and the Research Room being decorated has initiated 
documenting all the library books in the RFHG. There are some 250 
books ranging from research and history to reference books and even a 
few novels. Some are decidedly outdated by technology, but still 
interesting to look at. Explaining how to find records from your local 
library and looking up data on films and fiches. We have tried to put them 
into categories in order to be able to find the book we want. With some it 
is not obvious what category to put them in, so we have quite a lot in 
Miscellaneous! The result of this documenting means we can search all 
the titles, authors or descriptions to search for any subject someone is 
researching.  
One item we came across was a tome 
called ‘King Albert’s Book’, which was 
produced by The Daily Telegraph in 
conjunction with The Daily Sketch, The 
Glasgow Herald and Hodder & Stoughton. 
A collection of writings and pictures from 
various dignitaries of the day 
following WW1. 
Now this is of course not an English 
Albert, but the Belgian King Albert 1. The 
monarch who refused to give in to the 
Germans when invasion threatened. The 
book is full of praise for King Albert and 
his army and in general for the people of 
Belgium. Writings from men and women 
of all walks of life: Churchill, Asquith, 
Baden-Powell, Debussy, Elgar, Galsworthy etc to name but a few. The 
introduction was written by Hall Caine at Christmas 1914. So not sure if 
this was added later, most of the text indicates this was written post war. 
However, the most interesting part of the book is a hand written poem 
and a story of a Blacksmith! There is an inscription at the front of the 
book on the fly leaf as you will see in this image on the right. 
This was the point at which curiosity set in! Because the Blacksmith story 
was about one William Brewis, so there had to be a connection to Ethel 
Brewis, to whom the book was given by John Yeaman. 
So, to start with find out where Swarland is. Google came up with a 
Swarland Hall in Northumberland, not surprisingly this is now advertising 
‘Luxurious Lodges and Pods’. Fortunately, Wikipedia gives a much more 
interesting history.  
The Manor of Swarland was owned by Thomas Graper when in 1381 his 
daughter married William de Haselrigg. It passed down through the 
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Haselrigg family until 1735. They 
lived quite unobtrusively, taking 
little part in public affairs, but 
allying themselves by marriage to 
the local gentry. Near the north-
west corner of a small field, 
adjoining the old hall, about 200 
yards west of that building, there 
used to be a tombstone with an 
inscription cut in Roman 
characters, recording the death 
of William Haselrigg in 1681. He 
appears to have been well 

respected. 
In 1754 the estate was owned by Richard Grieve, his son Davison 
Richard Grieve was High Sheriff of Northumberland and in 1765 he built 
a new mansion, Swarland Hall, designed by John Carr, architect of York. 
Sadly, that hall was demolished in the 1930’s.  
In 1891 the Old Hall was occupied by Hugh and Isobel Andrews. Hugh 
was a land owner originally from Ireland, no children then but they had 
10 servants, so probably enough to cope with!  In the 1881 census we 
find William Brewis married to Margaret (Bray), they have 3 children and 
he is a Blacksmith. His parents Thomas and Mary are just next door, 
also a Blacksmith. They are living in Swarland Village and a few doors 
away in Swarland farmhouse, we find the Yeaman family, Robert & Mary 
with 12 children, the eldest of these is John Yeaman, born 1859. 
(Remember him? – he was the one who sent to book to Ethel). By 1891 
the Brewis family have 8 children, but still no Ethel. Finally in the 1901 
census we have Ethel, born with twin sister Adeline in 1895. John 
Yeaman is now 42 and a farmer in Swarland Farm, living with his 
widowed mother Mary.  
We can now return to the Blacksmith and the Haslerigg grave story 
which again is hand written in the back of this quite large book. 
At the very top of the back page is hand written: 
February 7th 1923 - Birth of a son and heir to Princess Mary  
& Viscount Lascelles. 
(Viscount Lascelles was one of the many contributors to the book!) 
Below this is written:- 
‘Swarland Memory – Blacksmith’s Care’ 
Until the services two years ago the grave was officially uncared for, and 
only the labours of the late Mr William Brewis, the village blacksmith kept 
the headstone exposed. For years even in his old age Mr Brewis walked 
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several times a year from the village to dig over the grave, many of the 
villagers remember how he would declare that a boulder he had carried 
to the spot would be a mark to Haselrigg long after he was gone, and so 
it proved. When the pilgrims to the service on Sunday past found their 
way through the winding lane lined with vetch and meadow sweet that 
leads from Swarland, they would find William Brewis’s boulder still on the 
grave. On their left they will have glimpses of what remains of the Old 
Hall now a farmhouse, with the quaintly carved stone window frames 
remaining and if they question a villager, they may identify in the distance 
the farm-house where the persecuted Covenanters held their services in 
William Haselrigg’s troublesome days. But they will look in vain for a 
road, a railroad, a post or a petrol pump. Haselrigg’s grave though no 
longer forgotten, still lies in the solitude of the Everlasting Hills.  
        Haselrigg’s Grave. 
The poem also handwritten on the back pages of the book, includes an 
Epitaph to William Brewis the Blacksmith. He died in 1924, so a few 
years after the end of WW1, which this souvenir book was 
commemorating. I think this is most likely to be the date on the front 
page, when John sent the book to Ethel. 
Bill the Smith’s poem is quite long and difficult to read in places, this 
sample on the right is the first two verses. I do have a transcription if 
anyone is interested. 

 
This Epitaph to William Brewis follows at the end of the poem….. 

EPITAPH. 
A Blacksmith he, yet no whiter soul 

Has ever yet approached eternal goal. 
Open yea doors of heaven an entrance give, 
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Who worked and died that he might live. 
With voice renewed his song will rise again 

To swell the chorus, where God’s Light doth reign 
And when the triumph shall sound at the end of time, 

May he join in the eternal symphony sublime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brinkburn Priory lies about 4 miles east of Rothbury and was founded in 
1135 for canons of the Augustinian order. Following the dissolution, the 
Brinkburn estate was mainly owned by the Fenwick family, but fell into 
disrepair. The late 16th century Manor House was built from the ruins of 
the Priory buildings, next to the church. In the 19th century the Cadogan 
family were owners of Brinkburn and restored the church in the 1870’s. It 
is now owned by English Heritage and is open to the public. It is also 
used as a wedding venue. 
Brinkburn Priory was dissolved along with many others in the area in 
about 1536, as part of the Dissolution of the Lesser Monasteries. There 
have been no ‘Priors’ there for many a century. So how do we get a 
legend, allegedly written by the Prior of Brinkburn, in a book published in 
about 1920? Swarland is about 5 miles from Brinkburn, as the crow flies, 
much longer by tracks cross country. Did William Brewis or John Yeaman 
attend the church there following its restoration in the 1870’s?  
So, a mystery remains – who wrote all this in the back of King Albert’s 
Book. When & why? Who owned the book before John Yeaman gave it 
to Ethel Brewis, presumably on the death of her father William in 1924. 
The writing in the back is not John Yeaman’s hand. Was the book given 
to Ethel because of what was written in the back? Perhaps the “Prior” is a 
pseudonym? But of course, the most intriguing question is – how on 
earth did it end up in our library?  
So many questions? If anyone has any answers, do please let us know! 
Andie Cattle ©2021 
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Yorkshire Farmers Emigration to Nova Scotia 1772-75 
This story emerged from tracing Holliday/Halliday ancestors from 
Cropton parish back to a tribe around Rievaulx and finding a number of 
DNA matched distant cousins in or with roots in Nova Scotia. The 
ancestor concerned was Robert Holliday born 1749 Rievaulx died 1821 
at Flamborough Rigg near Stape and Newton on Rawcliffe. 
Enquiry on Ancestry uncovered a likely reason for the Nova Scotia 
cousins. They go back to John Holliday born around 1728. It transpires 
he emigrated there in 1774 with his wife Elizabeth (nee Dale, married 
1754 Scawton) and 5 children William, Hannah, Christiana, Ann and 
John. Where he fits in my tree I cannot pin down with certainty. The 
emigration record gives his age as 46 putting birth in 1728. The best fit 
seems to be a John son of William baptised 1731 Helmsley which would 
make him a second cousin of the above Robert. 
Anyway enough of the eye glazing stuff, the emigration is of interest. The 
British Government, alarmed at reports of the number of people 
emigrating around that time, decided to look into it. They set up a survey 
to be conducted at all ports for 1773/1775 by means of a weekly returns 
form enquiring names, ages, occupations, residence, reasons for 
leaving, where bound as well as ship name and master. Although they 
were British Treasury documents some originals are available online in 
Canada (see notes at end) and some records are on FindMyPast and 
Ancestry 
As far as Yorkshire ports are concerned these records show the following 
ships which left for Nova Scotia. There may have been others. 
From Hull   
the "Two Friends" 28 February 1774 with 103 passengers 
the "Albion" 7-14 March 1774 with 188 passengers 
the "Jenny" 5-10 April 1775 with 80 passengers 
From Scarborough 
the "Prince George" 4 April 1774 
the "Thomas and William" 9 April 1774 
A Scarborough ship arrived in Halifax Nova Scotia May 14/16 1774 
according to Ancestry records . Probably one of the 2 above although it 
seems a short passage time for the "Thomas". 
The list of passengers from Scarborough for these April sailings 
numbered 193 including women and children amongst whom were John 
and his family. Although the return for Scarborough does not list the ship 
names or exact sailing dates they are found in 2 newspaper cuttings but 
which quoted higher numbers of passengers. (One of the ship names 
seems to be a journalist error giving the "Thomas and William" as 
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"William and Mary"- unless there was indeed another ship). One article 
remarked that village overseers had probably paid for the poor ones in 
order to relieve the burden on parish rates, a practice which became 
more common in the next century. Unlike a century later, when there was 
Canadian Government assistance available, the others would have had 
to pay their own fares. That article also remarked on the different moods 
of the passengers, some elated at the prospect, others depressed, 
fearing they had made the wrong decision. 
One has to wonder what must have been their reactions to travelling by 
cart to Scarborough then leaving that harbour on a sailing ship to go to a 
far off land. Very likely many would have never even seen the sea 
before. All new experiences. 
They were also probably somewhat desperate and apprehensive. 
The passenger lists show that the majority were farmers with their 
families (John was listed as such). Their reasons given for going were  
a) they (as small tenant farmers) were being deliberately forced out by 
excessive rent increases 
or b) that costs of food and so on had become unaffordable or c) they 
just wanted a better life and prospects. 
The real primary cause was the rapid acceleration in the number of 
Enclosure acts from the 1760's. Landowners were putting their lands to 
more efficient use together with takeover of common land hitherto relied 
on by landless villagers. There was eviction of the 'customary tenant' 
farmers who could not prove legal right to land their family had worked 
for years. Inevitably there was a knock on effect on local employment. 
Coupled with rising food prices it certainly resulted in riots from time to 
time in other places. 
The early springtime departures are logical in addition to the obviously 
improving weather by then. Annual rents seem to have run between 
successive Lady Days - the forerunner of our tax year - as well as the 
definition of calendar year up to 1752 (and still found in some parish 
records for those days). So the increases in rents would have been made 
known by then. Also the emigrants would have the summer to settle in 
and prepare for the next winter. 
It was by no means only "push" from England, there was a "pull" as well. 
There are a number of websites discussing, not entirely in agreement, 
what is termed The Yorkshire Migration. The gist of it is that the Nova 
Scotia government had originally offered grants of land to settlers from 
New England starting 1758-60. This was not entirely successful and 
about 1771 the Governor, Michael Franklin, came over to Yorkshire to 
recruit settlers. What the offer was is not clear nor whether it was 
specifically Yorkshire. This migration is said to have started in Liverpool 
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with the "Duke of York" 16 March 1772 taking 62 passengers. With 
sailings from other ports it is said some 1000 Yorkshire people went 
1772-75. 
So what started as an interesting bit of family history digging turned out 
to have been part of a much bigger picture deserving of more space than 
I have given here. 
John and his family did well and he died, as did his wife, in 1796 in 
Granville Annapolis, Nova Scotia. In his will he left lands, farm, sheep 
and cattle to his children 
Notes and Sources 
A commemorative stone to the Yorkshire families settling in Annapolis 
county Nova Scotia carries their names, a photograph of it does not 
reproduce well but its inscription reads:- 
In the early 1770's settlers from Yorkshire crossed the Atlantic ocean to 
seek a better life in Nova Scotia. 
Beginning in 1774 a number of these families settled in the townships of 
Annapolis and Granville. Four ships in particular the Thomas & William, 
the Prince George, the Jenny and the Two Friends all bound for Halifax 
carried passengers who settled in Annapolis County. 
Yorkshire families who settled here 1774-1776:  
BATH, HAWKSWORTH, MILLS, WILSON, CLARK, HUDSON, 
MILNER, GILLIATT, JACQUES, OLIVER, HALLIDAY, JEFFERSON, 
ROBINSON 
This monument was erected on the occasion of the 225th anniversary of 
their arrival to our area by their descendants with the assistance of the 
Historical Restoration Society of Annapolis County. 
Dedicated 17 July 1999 by Canon Philip Jefferson 
In addition the Cleveland Family History Society has a much larger list of 
surnames of the Nova Scotia migrants. 
For anyone wanting to look further into possible relatives from these 
events the passenger returns can be found at  
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/immigration-records/
immigrants- before-1865/Pages/introduction.aspx#list 
The Annapolis Heritage Society website has a lot of genealogical 
information including publication of family histories of the Yorkshire 
families who settled there as well as other local ones. It can be found at 
https://annapolisheritagesociety.com/genealogy/family-histories/ John's 
will can be found here. 
There is a large number of family trees on Ancestry relating to them as 
well. 
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The newspaper articles were found in  
Leeds Intelligencer 19 April 1774 
Caledonian Mercury 18 April 1774 
Something similar might well exist for the sailings from other ports.  
Mike Webb, Member number 970. 

 
Exchange Journals 
 
Do you have family history interests in other areas? 
We exchange journals with several societies. In normal times, printed 
copies are held at the Research Room, whilst we also have electronic 
copy from some societies. If you would like to view any of those that we 
hold, please contact members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
 
These are the societies we currently exchange with: 
 
Printed book journals 
Metcalfe Society 
Cleveland Family History Society 
Family History Section, Yorkshire Archaeological & Historical Society 
 (serves Leeds area) 
Huddersfield & District Family History Society 
Morley & District Family History Group 
Selby & District Family History Group 
Sheffield Family History Society 
Society of Genealogists 
Wakefield & District Family History Society 
York & District Family History Society 
 
Electronic journals 
Doncaster Family History Society 
Barnsley Family History Society 
Calderdale Family History Society 
East Yorkshire Family History Society 
Harrogate & District Family History Society 
Manchester & Lancashire Family History Society 
Heraldry & Genealogy Society of Canberra Inc. 
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A Naïve Lifetime, 1937 – 2021 (so far) 
The day I was born in February 1937 has turned out, with hindsight to 
have been a disastrous day for planet Earth and for Humankind. No 
blame attached to my mother, but why do I say that? On that very day a 
patent was lodged simultaneously in New York (NY) and London (LON) 
for a man-made fibre which apparently would revolutionise the world. 
What was this fibre? You’ve guessed it, NYLON. Ladies were enamoured 
with this invention because it gave them a cheap alternative to silk for 
their stockings. But NYLON was just the start of an industry which was to 
introduce us to such materials as polythene, terylene, polypropylene and 
numerous other “enes” with a variety of uses. Enter the world of 
PLASTICS. 
In his most recent book, “A Life On Our Planet”, *David Attenborough 
refers to the Great Acceleration. This began with the Second World War 

which was responsible for breakthroughs in medicine, engineering, 
science and communication. During the Great Acceleration, for the 
majority, measures of human development have risen remarkably – 
average life expectancy, global literacy and education, access to human 
rights, per capita income, democracy and advances in transport and 
communications. But at what costs? 
Attenborough begins with his Witness Statement covering his life time. 
He starts with the following statistics for the year 1937: World 
population: 2.3 billion. Carbon in atmosphere: 280 parts per million. 
Remaining wilderness: 66 per cent. In a later chapter he gives the 
equivalent figures for 2020 – World population: 7.8 billion. Carbon in 
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atmosphere: 415 parts per million. Remaining wilderness: 35 per 
cent. His conclusion is that we are in danger of sleepwalking into a 
global catastrophe where our planet becomes unsustainable unless we 
are prepared to take drastic action in the next decade. 
I have been a witness to this trend without realising it. Thinking back to 
my early childhood, I can remember some of the things in life which were 
the norm. Using an outside toilet, scrubbing a doorstep, using a mangle 
and fetching coal were some of these norms. I remember on the buses, 
signs saying “No spitting” but no signs saying “No smoking”, World 
events in 1937 included Japan invading China, the Spanish Civil War and 
the Hindenburg disaster. 
By contrast things we do today without a thought include, catch up TV, 
making video calls, shopping on a Sunday, using a duvet, flying to a 
holiday destination and worldwide, suffering a coronavirus pandemic and 
the Trump disaster. So what do all of these things have to do with the 
planet becoming unsustainable? With almost all of our activities we are 
using the earth’s non-renewable resources and putting toxic gases into 
the atmosphere, sometimes deliberately with, for example insecticides 
killing off our essential pollinators. Even our diet which depends on large 
scale husbandry of cattle and the growing of palm oil and soya requires 
the ongoing destruction of the rainforest, the earth’s “lungs”. 
It is all very well for someone of my age and Attenborough at 94 
advocating world remedial action, although someone as high profile as 
he, can have some influence. Rather it is up to the younger generation to 
become fully aware of what their world will be like by, say, 2050. Since I 
was born, I have been largely ignorant of the impending disaster, call it 
naïve, but now I can only hope and pray that our world leaders will come 
to terms with the problem. I bequeath my thoughts to future family 
historians. 
Peter Braithwaite   
 
 *A Life on Our Planet, My Witness Statement and a Vision for the Future 
by David Attenborough. Published 2020 by Witness Books. ISBN 978-1-
529-10827-9 

To contact the Ryedale Family History Group, contribute a story or to submit a 
request for help, please write to:  

 
The Secretary, Ryedale Family History Group, 

The Village Hall, Hovingham, North Yorkshire, YO62 4LF 
 

Or email to: editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org  
_____________ 
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  In the Footsteps of our Ancestors 
To walk where your ancestors walked, and to see some of the sights 
that they saw, can be very rewarding. However, if they lived in the 
towns and cities, the chances are that it will be quite hard to identify 
locations, or to see sights that met their eyes hundreds of years ago. 
We, however, are fortunate to have ancestors in rural areas, where 
the views of moors and dales have altered little in the intervening 
years. 
If you are a visitor to the Ryedale area, seeking your own family 
trails, we are able to provide, for a modest fee, a guide to show you 
around the area. Local knowledge is very valuable and visitors learn 
a lot from these talks and tours with our experts. 
 Unfortunately, this service 

will have to be suspended 
until further notice 

The Federation of Family History Societies  
 www.familyhistoryfederation.com 
 
See us at this event. There is an extensive programme of talks at this 
show, which will be available online for at least 7 days.. 
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York Herald - Saturday 29 April 1882 
TIIE QUAKERS OF BILSDALE. "An English Churchman" writes to 
the Pall Mall Gazette:— May I call your attention to the following facts, 
which I have in the past week received by letter from Yorkshire? In 
Bilsdale, one of the deep secluded valleys which lie amid the great 
moorland district of Pickering, there reside upon the estate of a great 
Conservative peer a few scattered members of the Society of Friends. 
Their humble meeting-house in the dale presents--to quote my 
correspondent's own words—"a most curious and almost antediluvian 
sight; the ministers sit in a sort of manger of rough unplaned timber, 
the congregation on rough old planks; the ceiling is built of equally old 
and rough rafters; a barricade divides the women from the men, with 
shutters which can be suspended from the ceiling; a roughly 
flagged floor, a lattice window, and peat fire are the only other 
appurtenances of the inside; whilst, without, a tumble-down stable, and 
mounds unmarked by memorial tablets or stones of any sort, come right 
up to the doorstep." For nearly two centuries this isolated branch of the 
Society of Friends has worshipped and sought burial in this poor house 
and acre of God, and in these days of professed liberty of conscience 
it might have reasonably hoped to enjoy a further immunity from attack. 
Such, however, I regret to say, is not the case; and, clerical, perhaps 

What the Papers Say - Extracts from our local newspapers 

The British Newspaper Archive website has just reached another 
milestone, as page number 20,000,000 was added to the site. 
An astonishing figure of up to 25,000 pages are now being added to the 
site each day, and there are now well over 750 historical newspaper titles 
from the UK and Ireland. 
We are fortunate to have the Whitby Gazette, the York Herald and the 
Yorkshire Gazette, where we can often find local news stories. 
However, we still await the digitisation of the Malton Mercury and the 
Malton Gazette, which will prove immensely useful to Ryedale 
researchers when it does become available. It might help if some of our 
members could write to the British Newspaper Archive and request that 
these local papers are added soon. I have written, but I am only one 
voice - please add yours! 
Post your enquiry on the customer support contact page:  
 www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/help/contact 
Janice 
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also political, hostility is said to be seeking to induce the present owner of 
the estate to close the doors of the Bilsdale meetinghouse, on the 
nominal ground of the scanty numbers of its worshippers. To those who 
know anything of the spirit of bigotry and intolerance which animates too 
many of the clergy of our national Church, to those who are aware of the 
dislike felt in country districts towards anybody Dissenting religious 

profession and Liberal in political creed, sincere doubts will occur 
whether or not the alleged is the true reason, or whether the spirit of 
persecution and the uncontrollable desire to crush a numerically feeble 
but rival body does not lie at the root of this unwarrantable attack on the 
poor Quaker peasants of Bilsdale. It is to be trusted that their landlord's 
views are wider, more generous, more Christian than those of his 
counsellors, and that he will not authorise an act which would be at 
once scandalous and oppressive. I venture to narrate these facts, sir, 
knowing that publicity is the best weapon against the enemies of 
conscience and religious liberty, and that there is no check on their action 
so powerful as fear the London press and its wide reaching influence.  
Yorkshire Evening Press - Thursday 09 October 1890 
THE BILSDALE FOXHOUNDS. On Tuesday night the members 
the Hunt held their annual dinner at the house of Mr. Garbutt Johnson, 
Buck Hotel, Chopgate, Bilsdale. Mr. Robert Hitching, Swainby, one of the 
masters the hunt, occupied the chair, and was faced by Mr. Robert 
Garbutt, joint master of the hunt. There was a good attendance. After an 
excellent repast the Chairman gave "The Foxhounds of England." Mr. 
Johnson afterwards "The Bilsdale Hunt," and hoped they would have a 
good season. The Chairman in reply said he thought there was 

Laskill, Bilsdale. The Quaker Meeting House 
cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Mick Garratt - geograph.org.uk/p/1700283  
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every reason to believe they would have a successful season. Last 
season when he was prevailed upon to take the position of joint 
master of the hunt he did his best in order that they might have a good 
season. He was sorry several things occurred which operated against 
them. Some of their hounds were poisoned, and he hoped they would 
not have anything of that kind occurring again. They were now entering 
upon the season with, he was glad to say, brighter prospects than they 
had had for some time. Mr. Robert Garbutt also replied. He remarked 
that they had some good old hounds in their pack and some promising 
young ones, and as there were evidences of good sport the coming 
season he believed the season would turn out as successful as they had 
had for some time past. Mr. George Bell, a former master of the hunt, 
said he believed they would have a good season, and Bobby Dawson, 
whip for 50 years, said he was eager for the fray again, and hoped they 
would begin the season before the week was out - The Chairman said he 
thought they should commence on Saturday. Other toasts were given, 
the proceedings being enlivened by several hunting and other songs by 
the Chairman, Mr. Bell, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Wiggin, and others. The health of 
the host and hostess concluded the proceedings. It was 
subsequently decided to commence the season Saturday, the meet being 
fixed for Moor Gate, Carlton Hill Top. 
Yorkshire Gazette - Saturday 11 February 1893 
Serious Trap Accident Crab Weebank, Bilsdale. 
 —On Thursday evening, Mr and Mrs Hebron, who had been at a sale at 
Bilsdale, were returning, when they heard a trap coming furiously behind 
them. Mr Hebron pulled his horse to the side of the road ; but before he 
could get clear, the other trap caught his vehicle. The collision was very 
great. Two men in the other trap were thrown out. Mr Stabler lies in a 
very precarious state, while the other man, Thomas Cooper, of Helmsley, 
is badly, but not dangerously, injured. 
Whitby Gazette, Friday 28 July 1916 
BILSDALE. Farmer’s Sudden Death. 
— Whilst driving alone to Stokesley Auction Mart on Monday morning. 
John Bently, aged sixty-two, a well-known and respected farmer and 
cattle dealer of Crossholme, Bilsdale, was, when near Seave Green, 
seen to be leaning over the front of his trap, and. instantly, he fell out on 
to the road head-first, and was picked up dead. Meanwhile, his horse 
bolted, and overturned the trap. Deceased had partaken of a good 
breakfast, had not complained of anything, and, calling at the Post 
Office a few minutes earlier, had seemed in good spirits. Dr. J.F. Porter, 
J.P., held an inquest, on Tuesday, when a verdict of Death from 
apoplexy was returned. 
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Transcribing Wills - Is your ancestor in our index? 
 

Our collection grows daily! 
Wills proved in the Archbishopric of York prior to 1858 are held at the 
Borthwick Institute at the University of York and all microfilmed. It is 
very easy to obtain copies of wills, as there is now a digital microfilm 
scanner in the Search Room there, enabling researchers to 
download copies onto memory sticks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have collected a number of copies over the past few months and 
gradually getting them transcribed. We have also received 
transcriptions donated by some of our members. 
In building up a collection of Ryedale wills, we are creating a 
resource which is unique. This will be a valuable asset to our 
collection and will also help to raise funds to enable us to do even 
more. 
If you are a regular visitor to the Borthwick Institute and already have 
some copies, or would like to go there and see how it is done, please 
contact me - editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org. If you have transcripts 
that you would consider donating to our collection, these would be 
very welcome.  
A list of those already transcribed is on our website and transcripts 
are available to download. 
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More About Wills 
 
We have altered the format for ordering copies of wills from our 
website. A less confusing and, hopefully, more user friendly system 
is now active. 
 

Visit our website and see the index to transcribed wills.  
 

This is how it now works: 
 

INSTRUCTIONS:  
First, look at our index and, if you find the will that you want, 

make a note of the Year and Name.  
Click on our ADD TO CART bu on and pay for your selec on. 

 
Then, please send an email to: 
sales@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

with the names of the person and the year 
 

A transcript of the Will be sent to you within  
a few hours of receipt of your order 

 
This index is updated regularly  
as new transcripts are available  
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This is an Example of a Will where a great many common abbreviations 
have been used. We have put the words in full in brackets and in italics, 
to show the intended words. An excellent Introduction to Wills and a 
Glossary of Probate Terms is available on www.findmypast.co.uk. 
This is available without a subscription to Findmypast. 

The Will of Thomas Preston of Burythorpe 1810 
This is the last Will and Testament of me Thomas Preston of Burythorpe 
in the county of York Gentleman being in perfect health & of sound & 
disposing mind memory and understanding first I give & devise & 
bequeath unto my son William Preston of Burythorpe aforesd (aforesaid)
yeoman all those my freehold lands Tenements Heredits (Hereditaments)
and Premises with the appurts (appurtenances) whereof I am seized in 
fee situate lying and being at Burythorpe afd (aforesaid) and now in the 
occupation of myself and Richard Laycock and all other my freehold 
lands Tenements Heredits (Hereditaments) and real Estate at Burythorpe 
aforesd (aforesaid) and elsewhere except such Lands Tenements & 
Heredits (Hereditiaments) as are mentioned in a deed of Settlement 
made upon my marriage & which are vested in my son Thomas & his 
heirs subject to the life Estates therein of myself and my wife Margaret 
Preston to have and to hold the said freehold Lands Tenements heredits 
(hereditaments) & premises with the appurts (appurtenances) unto him 
my said son William Preston his heirs and assigns for ever subject 
nevertheless to & charged and chargeable with my just debts and funeral 
expenses & also with the several legacies hereinafter mentioned that is 
to say I give devise and bequeath unto my Son John Preston of London 
Merchant and my daughters Susanna and Margaret the sum of four 
hundred pounds each to be paid to them respectively by my said Son 
William Preston at the end of twelve months next after my decease with 
interest for the same sums respectively after the rate of four pounds per 
cent per annum to commence from the day of my death I also give 
devise and bequeath unto my two daughters Jane and Emma the like 
sum of four hundred pounds each to be paid to them respectively by my 
said Son William Preston when they shall respectively attain their 
respective ages of twenty one years with interest for the same sums 
respectively after the rate of four pounds per ct (cent) per anm (annum) 
to commence from the day of my death and I do hereby charge and 
subject the said freehold Lands Tenements Heredits (Hereditaments) & 
Premises to and with the payment of the several legacies or Sums of four 
hundred pounds and Interest above bequeathed to my said Son John 
Preston & each of my daughters Susanna Margaret Jane and Emma 
accordingly and I do hereby devise the Guardianship care & Education of 
my said two daughters Jane and Emma during their minorities to my Bror 
(Brother) William Preston my two sons Thomas & John & my good friend 
George Seller of New Malton in the said county of York Grocer & the 
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Survivor & Survivors of them & I do also will order & direct that the 
Interest of the sd (said) two respective legacies so above bequeathed to 
them as aforesaid shall be paid to them yearly as the same shall become 
due by my said Son William Preston to my said Guardians some or one 
of them whose receipt shall from time to time be a sufficient discharge to 
my said Son William Preston for the same and I do further will order & 
direct that my said Guardians shall from time to time after receiving such 
interest as aforesaid pay lay out & expend the same or so much thereof 
as shall from time to time be found necessary in the support 
maintenance & education of my said two daurs (daughters) severally and 
respectively during their minorities as aforesaid & whereas my dear wife 
Margt (Margaret) Preston is already sufficiently and handsomely 
provided for by settlement made on her at her marriage yet 
notwithstanding the same & in token of the great affection which I have 
for her I give devise and bequeath unto her my said dear wife the said 
Margaret Preston all & singular my household Goods Plate linen china 
watches furniture & utensils whatsoever in and belonging to my 
dwellinghouse to & for her own use & benefit Also I give and bequeath 
unto my said Son William Preston all my Stock & crop upon my farm 
Waggons Carts Wainds Ploughs Harrows Husbandry Geer & implements 
of husbandry whatsoever and finally as to all the rest residue & 
remainder of all my Estate & Effects real & personal whatsoever & 
wheresoever not hereinbefore othse (otherwise) effectively disposed of 
after payment of my debts legacies & funeral expenses & other charges 
& deductions as aforesaid I do give devise & bequeath the same unto my 
said son William Preston his heirs Exors (Executors) Admors 
(Administrators) & assigns for ever to and for his & their own proper use 
& benefit & I do hereby constitute and appoint my said son William 
Preston sole Exor (Executor) of this my Will hereby revoking & making 
void all former & other Wills and Testaments by me at any time 
heretofore made In witness whereof I the said Thomas Preston Testor 
(Testator) have to this my last Will and Testament contained in two 
sheets of paper have set my hand at the bottom of the preceding sheet & 
my hand & seal to this second and last sheet this 8th day of February in 
the year of our Lord 1796 Thos (Thomas) Preston 
Signed sealed published & declared by the said Thomas Preston the 
Testor (Testator) as & for his last Will and Testament in the presence of 
us who in his presence at his request & in the presence of each other 
have subscribed our names as witnesses thereto. 
Rd (Richard) Smithson, James Nicholson, William Wray 
Proved at London 29 Jany (January) 1810 before the Judge by the oath 
of William Preston the son & sole Exor (Executor) to whom admon
(administration) was granted being sworn by Comon (Commissioners) 
duly to adm (administer). 
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Horse Tax Rolls, 1785-1798 
Throughout our history, the government has levied various taxes 
to raise funds for the army and the navy. 
In Scotland, a horse tax was payable on all carriage and saddle 
horses from 1785 until 1798. A farm horse tax was payable on all 
horses used in trade and husbandry from 1797-1798 
Information on the taxpayers, who were mostly landowners, was 
collected and many records survive, in the tax rolls, some of 
which are available at the Scottish Archives in Edinburgh and to 
view online at www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk 

Extracts from “Annals of Yorkshire” CD from Yorkshire Ancestors 
April 1866 
April gave place to May with the Malton tering 
27 degs., [Fahrenheit] the previous night having shown a minimum of 

degs. Ice, the of a crown, was formed on ponds and 
water. The maximum in shade on April 27th, was 60 

and on May 1st, 35 degs. Lambs on the wolds 

 

10 August 1871 
The new line from Gilling, on the Malton and  
town of Helmsley, was completed, but had not been 
officer of the Board of Trade. This day the Ryedale Show 
was held at and a notice was issued that would run 
on the new line with every on line, 
and that passengers would be conveyed there and free of 

company, however, no 

January 1874 
The second section (that from Helmsley to Kirby-Moorside) of the 
Ryedale Railway-five and a quarter miles-was opened for traffic by the 
North-Eastern Railway Company. 

Stories, pictures and articles for our next issue should be sent to the 
Secretary, or emailed to: editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org by the last 
Friday of the preceding month  
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With grateful thanks to the late Ron Scales of Pickering for this extract 
from his little book, ‘Rememberings’ published in 1991. 
Ron remembers -  
The twenties and thirties was a period when the town suffered from 
severe and regular flooding, a scourge that was not eliminated until after 
World War 2 when the river south of the town was widened and 
deepened to allow the pent-up waters to escape.  Prior to this, floods 
occurred in most winters or whenever severe weather was experienced, 
be it heavy rain or the melting of heavy snowfalls. These cause the level 
of the water in the beck to rise and the normally placid stream was turned 
into a raging torrent overflowing its banks and spreading its muddy 
waters, like a vast lake over the surrounding countryside. 
The rising of the waters was watched with concern in the town for the 
inhabitants of the lower lying parts knew well, from past experience, what 
this meant. As the water level rose, the carcasses of sheep, pigs and 
even cattle were to be seen being swept along and soon Undercliff, Park 
Street, the bottom part of the Market Place and the railway lines 
disappeared under the brown flood. The goods-yard, now the Ropery car 
park, and parts of Hungate and Southgate became small lakes. The town  
council organised a ferry service at the Market Place to Hungate to take 
people from one part of the town to the other, using a horse and rulley, 
the flat four wheeled cart to be found on every farm, and on which the 
public was transported through the flooded area. 
At those times, out came the home made boats and we revelled in our 
own version of Venice, but whilst we enjoyed those floods the 
shopkeepers and householders who were directly affected were left with 
a mess to clean up taking days and even weeks to dry out.  

Postcard photo of flooding in Pickering in 1931, by Sydney Smith 

Sydney Smith spent his career recording life, events and disasters in and 
around the Pickering area. 
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Surnames found in Bilsdale Midcable (St. John) Parish Registers 
Ainsley, Ainslie, Allison, Armstrong, Atkinson, Bailey, Bainbridge, Baker, 
Barker, Barr, Barton, Bartram, Bell, Bentley, Bielby, Bosomworth, 
Brotton, Butler, Carter, Chapman, Cook, Cooke, Cooper, Dale, Davies, 
Dennis, Duck, Dunning, Ellis, Farnaby, Featherstone, Fox, Frank, 
Garbutt, Gowland, Hart, Hawkins, Hogarth, Hoggarth, Hugill, Hunton, 
Hutchinson, Jackson, Johnson, Knaggs, Lamb, Leckenby, Leng, Linton, 
Martin, Mattison, Medd, Meggison, Neal, Noble, Peacock, Pearson, 
Pennock, Pollitt, Prest, Ransome, Robinson, Sanderson, Sherwood, 
Sigsworth, Smailes, Smith, Stannard, Teasdale, Teesdale, Trousdale, 
Trousedale, Trowsdale, Ventress, Ventriss, Wadsworth, Ward, Watson, 
Weatherill, Wheldon, Wilson, Wood, Worley, Worthy, Wrathall, Wright  

Surnames in Bilsdale St. Hilda Registers 
Abbot, Ainsley, Ainslie, Ainsworth, Allen, Allenby, Allison, Almond, 
Appleton, Arcoat, Armstrong, Ashton, Askew, Atkinson, Bailey, 
Baimbridge, Bainbridge, Baker, Baldock, Barker, Barnet, Barr, Barrow, 
Barton, Baxter, Bell, Belt, Bennison, Benson, Bentley, Berry, Best, 
Biggins, Blades, Bolam, Booth, Borrows, Botton, Bowes, Boyes, Boys, 
Brack, Britain, Brittain, Britton, Brotton, Brown, Burlison, Burrell, Burrow, 
Burton, Bustison, Calvert, Carter, Chapman, Clark, Clemmitt, Close, 
Coates, Coatsworth, Cobb, Colbeck, Cole, Cook, Cooke, Cooper, 
Cornforth, Cossey, Coulson, Courtney, Coverdale, Dale, Davison, 
Dawson, Day, Delifield, Dennis, Denniss, Dilefield, Dilefule, Dilifield, 
Dilifule, Dobbin, Dobson, Dowson, Duck, Dunning, Durham, Earl, Earle, 
Easby, East, Easton, Fairweather, Farnaby, Fawbert, Featherstone, 
Fenny, Fentriss, Fisher, Fletcher, Flintoff, Flintoffe, Flintoft, Foster, 
Frankland, Frewin, Gales, Garbut, Garbutt, Garnett, Gatenby, Gates, Gill, 
Gillson, Greenwood, Grout, Hakins, Hall, Handiside, Handisides, 
Handley, Hardwick, Harker, Hart, Hart, Hartas, Hebron, Helm, Helme, 
Henthwaite, Hermans, Heslop, Hildreth, Hill, Hindson, Hird, Hodgson, 
Hog, Hog, Hogard, Hoggard, Hoggart, Hoggarth, Holm, Holmes, Holroyd, 
Hood, Hornley, Hough, Houlson, Howe, Hughill, Hugill, Hull, Humphrey, 
Hunt, Hunter, Hunthwaite, Hunton, Hutchence, Hutchinson, Jackson, 
Johnson, Jones, Kirkham, Kitchen, Kitchiing, Kitching, Knaggs, Knags, 
Knaise, Lancaster, Leckenby, Leckonby, Leng, Lester, Lister, Long, 
Lowther, Lunn, Lynas, Mackinder, Marks, Martin, Mason, Mattison, May, 
Maynard, Medcalf, Medd, Metcalf, Metcalfe, Miller, Moor, Moore, 
Moorhouse, Morriss, Moule, Mumford, Neasham, Nellis, Nelson, Ness, 
Newburn, Noble, Oliver, Osbourne, Oxendale, Paley, Parker, Passman, 
Pattison, Payne, Peacock, Pearson, Peckel, Peckitt, Peirson, Peirson, 
Pennock, Penny, Pickersgill, Poppleton, Porritt, Postgate, Potter, Prest, 
Priestman, Rabey, Raby, Raine, Ransom, Ransome, Rawling, Reed, 
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Richardson, Rimmer, Rispin, Robinson, Robson, Rose, Rossiter, Sadler, 
Sanderson, Scaife, Scott, Seller, Shay, Shepherd, Sherwood, Sigsworth, 
Simpson, Skipworth, Slater, Smith, Smithson, Snaith, Snowdon, Spink, 
Staffurth, Stapleton, Stockton, Stonehouse, Strickland, Suggitt, Sunley, 
Swales, Tate, Teasdale, Teesdale, Thompson, Tidy, Tims, Todd, 
Tomlinson, Trenholme, Trousdale, Trowsdale, Tyerman, Ven$$, 
Ventress, Wade, Waind, Ward, Wass, Watson, Weatherell, Weatherill, 
Webster, Wedgewood, Weighell, Weighill, Weldon, Wetherill, Wheldon, 
White, Whitelock, Whitten, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Wilks, Williamson, Wilson, 
Windrass, Windress, Windross, Winspear, Winter, Wise, Wislon, Wodd, 
Wood, Worthy, Wright, York, Young  

Bilsdale Parish Registers, the Bilsdale 
War Memorials and the Helmsley area 
Population Study 
 
Available on our website 
www.ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

Our publications on Bilsdale 
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Ryedale Family History Group - Who are we? 

Wendy Barker Chairman, &  
Research Room Manager 

Janice Wood Vice Chairman, Editor & 
Research Room Assistant 

Geoff King Committee Member 
Membership Secretary 
& Research Room Asst 

(Military Research Expert) 

Andie Cattle Secretary 
& Research Room Asst 

Tony Pink Committee Member 
Treasurer 

Ana Richards Committee Member 
Publicity Officer 

& Research Room Asst 

Peter Braithwaite Committee Member 
War Memorials  

Project Coordinator 
& Research Room Asst 

Eileen Wray Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

Brenda Foot Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

David Campion Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

Freda Shaw Programme Secretary 
& Research Room Asst 

Diane King Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

Keith Thomas Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

Audrey Milestone Postal Sales 
(Non-committee) 

Rita Gibson MIs Coordinator 
(Non-committee) 

Whilst Research Room is 
closed, join our  

‘Virtual Research Room’ 
On Thursday mornings,  

10am to Noon 
For details, Email 

members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
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2021 

At the time of producing this list, the future  
of forthcoming events Is still uncertain 

Please check for updates re national events, or 
to see what is going on in your area,  

www.geneva.weald.org.uk 

10 April Family History Federation 
FHF Really Useful Family History Show - online 
Details: www.fhf-reallyuseful.com 

19 June The Family History Show York (Online)  
Details: www.thefamilyhistoryshow.com 

25 September The Family History Show London  
Details: www.thefamilyhistoryshow.com/london/ 

13 November Family History Federation 
FHF Really Useful Family History Show - online 
Details: www.fhf-reallyuseful.com 

Please see our website for news of any other events of interest 
 

For details of local family history events, please see our website 
www.ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

For national events, or to see what is going on in your area,  
www.geneva.weald.org.uk 

If you know of any events which may be of interest  
and can be included in a future issue of Ryedale Roots,  

please email editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org  

5 April Members’ Questions and Answers -  A Forum for 
Research at 7pm on Zoom 

Dates for your diary 

Whilst our Research Room is CLOSED, you can still take 
advantage of our services, as our volunteers are standing by to 
help with your family history questions. Extend your 
knowledge of your family’s past, by phone, by email or by 
Zoom or Skype.  
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Please send contributions for future publications, by email to: 
editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org — or by post to:  

The Editor, Ryedale Family History Group 
The Village Hall, Hovingham, YORK, North Yorkshire, YO62 4LF 

Closing date for articles for next issue is the last Friday of the preceding month 

Forthcoming Meetings in 2021 
Date Venue Speaker 

21 Apr  John Hanson 
'Getting the Best from Newspaper Websites'  

 
 

Due to the uncertainty of all venues opening  
in the near future,  

our meetings are held online via Zoom 
 

If you haven’t tried it yet,  
Zoom is an easy to use programme  

which is compatible with all computer systems,  
tablets and smart phones 

 
Whilst our Research Room at Hovingham remains closed, 

‘Virtual Hovingham’ is available to 
all members via Zoom 
Every Thursday 

 10am to 12 noon 
 

For details, please contact Geoff, 
members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

19 May  Les Mitchinson 
'Accessing the National Archives'  

16 Jun  Anthony Marr 
'Birth & Death - Hidden Secrets of Registration’  

21 Jul  Andrew Thornton  
‘We are CWGC - an introduction to the history and 

work of the CWGC’ 
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