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Front Cover Feature - Normanby 
The parish registers are held at the North Yorkshire County Record 
Office at Northallerton.  

Deposited Registers (North Yorkshire County Record 
Office) 
�� Baptisms: 1699-1990 
�� Marriages: 1699-1752, 1755-1990 
�� Burials: 1700-1990 
 
Bishop's Transcripts (Held at the Borthwick Institute for 
Archives at the University of York): 
1625, 1626, 1628, 1631-1639, 1662, 1665-1673, 1675, 1676, 
1679-1682,1684, 1686, 1687, 1689-1694, 1696, 1698-1703, 1705
-1707, 1709, 1711-1853 
Microfilm copies of the parish registers can be viewed at our Research 
Room at Hovingham. 
There is a huge amount of information on the parish of Normanby, to be 
found on the genuki page:  
www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/YKS/NRY/Normanby 
It is recommended that researchers visit these pages, which give far 
more extensive information than can be covered in this small page. 
Bernie Frank, a member of the Ryedale Family History Group, is 
responsible for much of the information to be found here, via links to his 
website, which includes transcripts of the parish registers, census and 
other resources. See Bernie’s story on page 22. 
 

 
 
 

In the next issue, January 2023, Old Malton will be our featured place. If 
you have any ancestors or connections with Old Malton, please send a 
line or two to editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

Join us on Zoom 
For details please contact Geoff 

members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
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Letter from the Chair 
Hello Everyone, 
It doesn’t seem two minutes since I was writing to 
you in April but already the longest day of the year 
has passed and the summer is well under way. 

A lot has happened over the last three months not least of 
which is the very sad passing of Wendy Barker our 
hardworking Research Room Manager and committee member. 
Rest in peace Wendy.  
We have also lost a valued member in Mr. Robin Butler, he was 
the gentleman who designed and made our Logo which appears 
on all our publications. 
There are dedications to Wendy and Robin later in this edition. 
On a happier note, I am pleased to report that your friends on 
the committee have been busy working hard to update and 
improve information available to you, maintaining the high 
standards you have come to enjoy of our group.  
The website is now updated and will be monitored regularly to 
make sure the information is current. 
All War Memorial Books, previously only available to purchase 
as hard copies have undergone digitisation and are now also 
available as downloads. 
Our colourful information leaflet outlining our research 
services and contact details is now updated, printed and 
available for distribution to Libraries etc., and to be given out 
at shows and events. 
Our popular Work Book has been updated and now includes 
space to record findings on the 1921 Census and 1939 Register 
and copies are now available with outer covers printed in a 
choice of Pink or Blue. Thank you to all concerned. 
Our Research Room at Hovingham Village Hall is now fully 
open on Thursdays from 10am to 3pm. An out of hours 
answerphone is available on 01653 628132 which is regularly 
checked should you need help at other times or contact our 
secretary on secretary@ryedalefamilyhistory.org.  
Our regular informative Zoom sessions also continue every 
Monday evening 7 – 9pm and Thursday morning 10am – 
12noon.  
Best Wishes and Happy Summertime everyone. 
Brenda 
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The Yorkshire Family History Show - 25th June 2022 

It was good to be back at York Racecourse, after a break of three 
years! We set up our stand  by 9.30am and the doors opened at 
10 o’clock to let in a stream of visitors. 

Unfortunately, due to the rail strikes, some stallholders were 
unable to attend, but there was a good deal of interest in the 
Ryedale area and we were able to help some people and send 
them in the right direction to discover their ancestral history. 

As usual, our Family History Work Book was the best seller - more 
so as it has now been updated to include space for recording 
family in the 1921 census and the 1939 register, and it comes in a 
choice of pink or blue.  

Our stand at the 
Yorkshire 

Family History Show 
on 25th June at 

York Racecourse 
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Reports from our talks  
20th April at Hovingham Village Hall and also by Zoom 
 ‘M’Lord Cardigan, the earlier life and times of the leader of the 
famous 
Charge of the Light Brigade - a revealing look into Victorian 
Society’ 
Rob Thompson, our speaker, is not an academic, rather a 
cartoonist and someone interested in the human side of 
military life. He offered a stroll through the gossip columns of 
19th Century Society, illustrating how those in authority made 
decisions when they had no effective communication with the real world, 
and which had catastrophic results. 
Examining the social, political and military culture which led to the 
appointment of one of the incompetent and dysfunctional officers at the 
heart of the Crimea’s most notable embarrassments, that of the colourful 
life of Thomas Brudenell, Earl of Cardigan. 
Cardigan’s private life was extremely public, and his military CV a long 
list of howlers and scandals, but he had some very influential contacts. 
He also fought a number of duels (hanging offences). He was, at 
different times, both hero and the most reviled man in England. Spoilt by 
an immensely wealthy family and protected from the real world, there 
was nobody who said ‘No!’ to him. 
Born in 1798, his father became Earl of Cardigan (indirectly) in 1811. His 
mother had the ear of Queen Charlotte, his Uncle, Kangaroo Cooke, was 
the personal confidant of the Duke of York, and his cousin, the Earl of 
Aylesbury, had very strong political influences. Described as being ‘Tall, 
Fair, Blue-eyed … and Stupid,’ he was adored by women.  
Sent to Harrow school, but withdrawn after his first duel, and thereafter 
educated at home. He wanted to join the army but his father was very 
protective and against this. This made him very jealous and resentful of 
younger contemporaries. In 1815 he went to Oxford, but left after two 
years without a degree (which he could have bought). He was a good 
swordsman, a crack pistol shot and a brilliant horseman, although he had 
a serious riding accident when his horse failed to clear a gate.  
Before the Earldom his title was a courtesy one and did not bar him from 
becoming an MP - something he did three times. In 1818 he was given 
the borough of Marlborough by his cousin, Lord Aylesbury (who also 
subsequently removed him after a difference of opinion). Next, he bought 
his own seat of Fowley (subsequently thrown out in 1832), and thirdly he 
was voted into the seat of Northampton by his estate tenants (bribes of 
£1.6m having been paid). He had to resign this seat when he became 
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Earl in 1837. 
His Diplomatic career started and ended abruptly. Whilst escorting 
Edward, Prince of Wales, on a delegation to Prussia, he challenged his opposite 
number to a duel and was sent home to prevent an international incident. 
Cardigan’s first high profile affair was with Elizabeth Johnstone. The 
affair was conducted very publicly, and Cardigan offered Johnstone 
‘satisfaction,’ but was told he had already given satisfaction through 
having “removed the most damned bad tempered and extravagant bitch 
in the kingdom.”  Cardigan and Elizabeth were married in 1826, and both 
had subsequent affairs quite openly.  
Cardigan’s father finally allowed him to join the army, through the 
obligatory system of purchase, in the hope of disciplining his son. A hope 
swiftly dashed. Kangaroo Cooke used his influence to secure a 
commission in the 8th Hussars. Cardigan, at 27, was 10 years older than 
other new officers. However, he had a rapid rise from Cornet to 
Lieutenant Colonel over the space of 6 years. Each rise in rank was 
secured, not on ability, but on purchase - a total of £57k. In 1832 
Cardigan bought the 15th Hussars for £5m, way over the going rate of 
£57k as the regiment was returning from India to the UK. 
With no wars to fight, army uniforms became very decorative but very 
impracticable! Officers had to pay for their own uniforms at about £8k 
each. However, Cardigan was determined to smarten up the 15th and 
spent around £750k pa on the standard uniforms of his troopers. He also 
imposed savage discipline on his men, which brought official 
admonishment. Even on an income of over £5m pa Cardigan needed 
loans to survive. 
He wanted the Waterloo veterans in his regiment out and mounted 
vicious campaigns to achieve this, even ordering his NCOs to spy on 
their officers. All came to a head when Cardigan ordered stable jackets 
behind the back of one of his troop captains, Augustus Wathen, 
expecting him to pay for them. Cardigan falsified Walthen’s accounts, so 
the latter demanded, and got, a Court Martial against Cardigan. Cardigan 
lost his temper in Court leading to the honourable acquittal of Walthen, 
and a statement that his conduct was “revolting to every proper and 
honourable feeling of a gentleman.” King William IV demanded that 
Cardigan be dismissed. Branded as too incompetent to command he 
forfeited the £5m he paid to purchase the 15th - but Cardigan had 
influence. His sister Harriet’s husband was chamberlain to Queen 
Adelaide, and he used this connection to persuade the King to let him re-
join the army. After 18 months he paid £6m for the 11th Hussars, 
provoking public outrage. 
His conduct was even more outrageous, prompting yet more reprimands 
from HQ, but he ignored them all. 
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During a magnificent dinner Captain J W Reynold’s guest, a Times 
journalist, asked for Moselle instead of the ‘Champagne only’ order of 
Cardigan. Duly served in a black bottle Cardigan spotted this and 
bellowed “No damned porter beer is to be drunk in my mess by Indian 
officers!” Reynolds was ordered from the mess. Of course, the story 
appeared in the Times the following day. Reynolds wanted his name 
clearing, but the army needed to cover the matter after the furore over 
Cardigan’s reinstatement. Reynolds was persuaded to withdraw his 
request for a Court Martial, and agreed only on promises of an 
appointment elsewhere and a guarantee of never having to serve under 
Cardigan again. Even more public outcry followed with ‘black bottles’ 
becoming the new nickname of the 11th. 
Cardigan’s next gaffe was ordering a flogging on Church Parade, which 
caused nationwide offence, and Prince Albert resigning as Hon Col of 
Prince Albert’s Own 11th Hussars in disgust. The Duke of Wellington 
even threatened disbandment of the regiment. 
After further unacceptable behaviour Cardigan was severely censured in 
a General Order, to be read out on parade to every regiment in the army. 
Calls for him to resign came to nought. 
In 1840 Cardigan demanded satisfaction from Captain Harvey Tuckett for 
writing an article accusing him of cowardice after refusing a duel with 
Captain Reynolds. Cardigan wounded Tuckett and the local constable 
arrived in time to take both men to the Police Station. Both gentlemen 
presented their cards and were allowed to leave - Tuckett leaving the 
country, but wounding was ‘attempted murder,’ and as a Peer the 
punishment was three years on the treadmill and forfeiture of all property. 
Cardigan transferred his estate (conditionally) to a cousin pending his 
hearing in the Upper Chamber of the Houses of Parliament. The public 
wanted blood, and the charges were laid by prosecuting counsel, but 
defence counsel stated there was no case to answer as the name of 
Tuckett had not been stated fully and, therefore, the absent victim could 
not be recognised. Result - case dismissed! 
The following year Cardigan wounded Col. Wood MP in a duel, and 
again got away with it. 
In 1843 he started an affair with the wife of Lord Paget, who sued him for 
the equivalent of over £1m. However, in Court Paget was revealed to be 
a ‘wife beater’ whilst Cardigan was described as ‘a chivalrous rescuer,’ 
To a packed Court the jury ruled in favour of Cardigan. 
His next affair was with his wife’s cousin, Maria Ails. Unfortunately, his 
wife discovered Maria’s letter asking for a clandestine meeting, and 
forged a reply, sending a male friend in Cardigan’s place. The plan 
succeeded but the story hit the headlines. 
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In 1846 Elizabeth left Cardigan for Admiral Baron Colville. Colville 
offered Cardigan satisfaction, but received the response “You have 
already given the greatest satisfaction one man can give to another.” 
Subsequently, Cardigan married Maria but had continuing affairs with a 
very long list of willing Society ladies. Whilst Society accepted his love 
life, Queen Victoria did not, declaring she was “not amused.” 
Whilst in the Crimea there were some outstandingly competent 
performances, Cardigan’s, in command of the Light Brigade, was not one 
of them. Observing from a distance, he chose not to follow up on the 
actions of James Yorke Scarlett, commander of the Heavy Brigade, 
instead ‘waiting for orders to act.’ 
Others involved in the Charge included; 
General Lord Raglan, son of the Duke of Beaufort, aged 66. He was a 
sickly man who kept thinking the French allies were his enemy. He died 
in the Crimea. 
Major General Airey, aged 51. With no military connections and no active 
service he was an incompetent Quartermaster. His ambiguous order and 
mismanagement of supplies led to heavy criticism. However, he was 
promoted to Lieutenant General and became the most senior QM in the army. 
Major General the Earl of Lucan, aged 54. Famous for his eviction and 
closure of workhouses in County Mayo during the great Irish Famine, 
and an unwillingness to listen to others with more experience. In charge 
of the cavalry, with Cardigan (his former brother-in-law) beneath him. 
They were not on speaking terms due to Cardigan’s affairs and divorce. 
Lucan was the most publicly criticised and forced to resign. However, he 
was later re-instated and promoted to the rank of Field Marshall. 
Captain Nolan, aged 36. Irish and of a professional army family, he was 
an intelligent man and an authority on training horses ‘through kindness,’ 
but impatient and contemptuous of incompetent commanders. Chosen 
for his horsemanship and to carry orders, he was certainly not the right 
man to interpret poorly written orders. He died in the opening minutes of 
the charge, whilst trying to stop it. 
But what of Cardigan? He enjoyed many months of ‘hero worship’ before 

criticism of his part in the Charge and 
subsequent conduct emerged. He 
was promoted to Inspector General 
of Cavalry, and was recommended 
for the Order of the Garter, but 
subsequently denied by Queen 
Victoria. However, he was appointed 
Knight Commander of the order of 
the Bath. He was also appointed 
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Honorary Colonel of the 5th Dragoon Guards and later the 11th Hussars. 
He mellowed in his later years and died on 28th March 1868 from injuries 
following a fall from his horse. In his memory the 11th (now the Royal 
Hussars) has been permitted to sound the Cavalry Last Post ten minutes 
early at 21:50 hours - the exact time at which he died. 
Note: all £ figures have been updated to today’s values using the Bank of 
England calculator. 

‘Transported Across the Sea’                                                
18th May, a talk by Les Mitchinson, by Zoom 
Les started with a brief history of Law and Order in England and Wales. 
Until 1967, crimes were divided into felonies and misdemeanours. 
Felonies attracted the death penalty (crimes for which a person could 
forfeit their life) and included homicide murder, rape, robbery, and 
highway robbery (if the victim had been put in fear), and grand larceny - 
the theft of goods worth 12 old pence or more. 
Misdemeanours were less serious crimes for which punishments 
included whipping, fines, and hard labour. Petty larceny – the theft of 
goods worth less than 12 old pence, was considered a misdemeanour. 
Transportation was to absolve a person by cleansing society of criminals, 
and transportation periods ranged from 4 to 14 years prior to a pardon 
being granted, depending on the offence. 
Transportation was introduced in 1615, when some criminals had their 
death sentence commuted to transportation to North America or the 
West Indies. This seems to be a little known - or admitted - fact amongst 
researchers in North America). From 1718, transportation to the West 
Indies ceased. 
The start of the American Revolution in 1776 caused the end of 
transportation there and prisoners were then held in prisons or hulks 
(unseaworthy naval ships) moored in an Estuary, such as the Thames. 
During this period, 50,000 British and 100,000 
Irish were sent there, together with those who 
supported Monmouth in Scotland. 
The discovery of Australia by James Cook in 
1770 opened up a new opportunity - to send 
convicts there, so on 13th May 1787 a fleet of 
11 ships, together with naval officers, marines, 
sailors, and felons set sail from Portsmouth for 
New South Wales. In 1840 the destination was 
changed to Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) 
and again, in 1854, to Western Australia. 
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Transportation continued until 1868, when it was formally abolished, 
although it had effectively already ended. In total, over 160,000 convicts 
were transported to Australia in the 80 years. 
Records 
Criminal cases were held in the Assize Courts, which are held 3 times a 
year to try felonies and prisoners in gaol awaiting trial. The length of a 
trial could be only 30 minutes, including  handing out the death sentence. 
Records are held at The National Archives, where use of the Research 
Guides is advised, with records being found in HO 8 – 11, while petitions 
from convicts or their friends are in HO 17 – 19. (Some are available on 
findmypast.co.uk). 
Quarter Sessions were held from 1361 to 1971 and met in every County 
except Middlesex. They were superseded by the Crown Courts in 1971. 
Quarter Session Courts records are held in County Record Offices or 
Local History Centres. Local newspapers may also have reported the 
cases, which may then be picked up by the national newspapers and 
may be found in the on-line newspaper archives. 
Many convicts worked on sugar plantations or on farms, and could earn 
their freedom, when they were given a ticket of leave. Many settled down 
and started a new life (often with a new wife), and many never returned 
home. 
From 1819, there is evidence of petitions. The prisoner had no right of 
review and there was no Court of appeal. Others could raise a petition on 
their behalf, when a Judge could show mercy or a jury could sway a 
decision. 
Les then gave two examples from his own family history of members who 
were sentenced to be transported. 
He provided a “handout” following his talk, while Michele Jeanotte picked 
up the theme in her “Mondays with Michele” the following Monday and 
provided a number of website links. 
 Report by Diana Miles, Member number 990 

‘The Walls Clan of Coverdale’ From the Foresters’ Arms to the 
Somme.  Talk by Val Slater in North York Moors Room in Helmsley and 
ZOOM on 15th June 2022. 
Some members and friends were present and twenty-two attended on 
ZOOM. 
The speaker Val Slater from the Middleham & Dales Local History Group  
delivered a very interesting and entertaining talk about her Walls 
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ancestors from Coverdale near Middleham. Val is the granddaughter of 
one of the five Walls brothers who served in WW1 and returned home to 
their widowed mother. She has carried out extensive research using a 
wide variety of sources to trace her family from the 18th century through 
to WW1 and beyond. Interesting slides complemented the talk.  
The first slide was a stained glass window in the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Carlton in Coverdale. Val, as a child, when visiting relatives in 
Carlton, attended Sunday School in the church and was fascinated by 
the dedication which read “To the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
her parents William and Mary Walls of Carlton who died in 1839 and 
1807, this window is erected by their daughter Elizabeth Taylor, wife of 
Richard Taylor, Clayton Bridge, 1875.” 
William Walls of Ashgill and Mary Metcalfe of Brecongill married in 
1791 and had five daughters. Ashgill and Brecongill were farms and 
horse racing establishments. By 1797 William was licensee of The Hare 
and Hounds in Carlton. It is assumed, by the family, that money won from 
betting horses funded the purchase of the inn. 
Soon after Mary’s death William remarried Isabella Heseltine (nee 
Metcalfe) and they had two sons William (Val’s great great grandfather) 
and Christopher. 
Val gave an insight into Christopher’s personality. A schoolmate John 
Bowes, a Methodist Preacher, in his autobiography, recounted a battle of 
wills between the schoolmaster Mr Watson and Christopher which often 
involved use of the cane. Christopher was shipped off to Manchester to 
his half-sister Elizabeth when he fathered an illegitimate child. Elizabeth 
had married a wealthy Calico Printer Richard Taylor. She paid for the 
Stained Glass window and contributed to other Coverdale projects. 

William junior, in 1839, 
became landlord when 
his father died. He was 
a founder member of 
Coverdale branch of 
the Foresters’ 
Friendly Society in 
1837. Members, for a 
monthly fee, were 
entitled to sick pay and 

The Foresters Arms, Carlton 
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a burial grant if needed. Foresters’ Marches were held biennially, 
members wore uniform and the whole community was involved. 
William capitalised on his association, renamed the inn ‘The Forester’ 
Arms’ and built a meeting room, The Long Room, where Foresters’ met. 
Newspapers reported, over the years, Foresters’ activities at the inn. 
William (1808-1892) married Ann Coates in Coverham Church in 1832. 
They had 6 boys and 2 girls all of whom initially worked as labourers and 
servants locally.  
Joseph, George, Isabella and Richard, by 1871, were in Birkenhead 
running a butcher’s business. 
A slide of Birkenhead in the late 1800s was compared to the premises 
now where the shop is now a tattoo parlour with a Thai takeaway and a 
Nail Bar on either side. 
Val elaborated further on William and Ann’s offspring. 
 In 1878 when the eldest son William died from sunstroke aged 43. “Dr. 
Cockroft, of Middleham, was sent for, but at eight o’clock the man was a 
corpse” was the wording towards the end of the newspaper report. 
James and his wife Mary moved to Melmerby where they supported the 
newly established Methodist Chapel. The other Wallses remained 
Anglicans. The Walls family arranged for Melmerby chapel to be 
registered for marriages. Since 1945 there have been only four 
marriages and all the brides were called Walls. 
Joseph and Isabella returned from Birkenhead and ran The Foresters’ 
Arms.  
George (Val’s great grandfather), was a cattle dealer travelling as far as 
Devon to buy cattle. He met Catherine Polden in Dorset. They married in 
1883 and set up home in Carlton. He was 44 and she 24. 
George and Catherine Walls had eight children:  
Catherine was widowed in 1908 when her youngest son was 10. She 
kept the family together by working as a washerwoman, unofficial 
midwife and “layer-out.” 
Their daughters: Lily helped run The Foresters’ Arms which was sold to 
Theakston's Brewery in 1924. Beatrice looked after the children of 
Carlton School teachers and Marjery entered service in Halifax. 
Catherine’s five sons all enlisted for service in WW1and all returned to 
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the Dales. They put their rural knowledge, especially working with 
horses, to good use.  
Dick and Joe joined the 21st Kings Royal Rifles, also known as The 
Yeoman Rifles, in December 1915 and George joined in January 1916. 
Duncombe Park in Helmsley was the regimental headquarters and Earl 
Feversham was in command. 
A relative by marriage of Earl Feversham, Robert Anthony Eden, aged 
eighteen and straight out of Eton became lieutenant officer of 9th 
Company in which the three Walls brothers served. 
After the battle at Flers-Courcelette in September 1916, the battle in 
which the British unleashed tanks on the unsuspecting Germans for the 
first time, Eden, who became Prime Minister in the 1950s, wrote: "I have 
seen things lately that I am not likely to forget”.  
The Walls brothers must have seen those things, too.  
George had shrapnel injuries in September 1916 but returned to fight at 
Passchendaele where he was shot in the kneecap and his femur badly 
broken. He was classed 30% disabled.  
Alfred enlisted in 1916, was in the Horse Transport Section of the Army 
Service Corps.  He was hospitalised at Rouen with tonsillitis in 1917. His 
treatment was financially assisted by the Ancient Order of Foresters at 
Carlton. He had lifelong eye problems after being gassed in 1918.  
Richard (Dick) fought through Flers-Courcelette and on to the Third 
Battle of Ypres, Northern Italy and Passchendaele before he received 
gunshot wounds to his face and right hand. He returned to Coverdale 
and worked with horses. He was treasurer of the Foresters, and never 
missed a march.  
Joseph fought on the Somme in autumn 1916, but was discharged due 
to ill health that November. 
William joined the Yorkshire Regiment, and served as a transport driver, 
working with horses in the Machine Gun Corps from June 1917 until 
September 1919.  
George, Dick, Joe and Will all married but only Dick had descendants. 
He married Annie Horner in 1925 and they had two children - Eva (Val’s 
mother) and Leslie.  
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Val concluded by telling that Carlton Church is now two holiday cottages. 
The stained glass window was bought by a Church in India at Tennant’s 
auctions in Leyburn but the buyers never paid for it. The Forbidden 
Corner near Coverham then purchased it. There, without planning 
permission, a castle folly has been built, to display the window. The 
castle is covered in fake ivy to make it blend in but it is still under notice 
of demolition. At present the window is once again shining in Coverdale 
and hopefully remains looking towards Carlton where it started out in 
1875.  
Amy Abbot, Member number 849 

Now updated to include space to record the 1921 Census and 
the 1939 Register, our very popular, best selling Pink Family 
History Work Book now has a Blue partner. The contents are 
the same, so choose your favourite colour or have one of each 
to record different branches of the family. It is still only £4. 
Available at our meetings and other events, the Research 
Room and on our website.  
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 In the Footsteps of our Ancestors 
To walk where your ancestors walked, and to see some of the sights 
that they saw, can be very rewarding. However, if they lived in the 
towns and cities, the chances are that it will be quite hard to identify 
locations, or to see sights that met their eyes hundreds of years ago. 
We, however, are fortunate to have ancestors in rural areas, where 
the views of moors and dales have altered little in the intervening 
years. 
If you are a visitor to the Ryedale area, seeking your own family 
trails, we are able to provide, for a modest fee, a guide to show you 
around the area. Local knowledge is very valuable and visitors learn 
a lot from these talks and tours with our experts. 
 

  
 
 
Parish Chest, a service from the Family History Federation, has over 
sixty family history societies and some twenty plus traders, at a one-
stop online shop, offering a wide range of family history materials in 
some sixteen categories including  
��Parish register transcriptions and more from local FHS  

��Memorial inscriptions information from gravestones across the 
country, compiled by local FHS  

��Nonconformists: Baptists, Wesleyans, Independents, Quakers and 
many more nonconformist lists  

��Wills and Probate Indexes of wills and administrations  
��Folders, printing facilities, giftware and more!  

��Societies and suppliers regularly add new lines, so visit 
 www.parishchest.com  

to see what is there to help you add to your family tree 
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Lately died, Lucy, wife of the Rev. Arthur Cayley, Rector of Normanby, 
Yorkshire. Oxford University and City Herald - Saturday 2 July 1836 
Premises to be Let. TO LET A FARM of 226 Acres of Arable and 
Meadow Land, occupied Mr. John Greaves, and situate in the Parishes 
of Middleton and Normanby, within convenient distances of the Markets 
of Pickering, and Kirbymoorside. For Particulars, apply to Mr. WATSON, 
Solicitor, Pickering. Pickering, 22d Dec 1830. Yorkshire 
Gazette Saturday 01 January 1831 
NORTH RIDING ELECTION. THE following are amongst the numerous 
Gentlemen who support the Hon W. E. DUNCOMBE and Mr. MORRITT, 
and whose Names have been placed on their GENERAL COMMITTEE: 
G. Wormald Esq., and E. Wormald Esq., both of Normanby, Pickering. 
Whitby Gazette - Saturday 17 June 1865 
A PICKERING WEDDING At Pickering Parish Church, yesterday, Mr. 
Norman Dennis Marton, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. N. Marton, of Normanby, 
Pickering, was married to Miss Hilda Barker, daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. James Barker, of Pickering. The Rev. H. P. H. Austin (vicar) 
officiated at a choral service. The bride wore pink satin beaute, with veil 
and coronet of orange blossom. Leeds Mercury - Thursday 31 March 
1938 
MARRIAGES. August 1st. 1899 at Normanby, near Pickering, Lewis 
George, only son of John Rowland,  Esq., J.P., and Annie, eldest 
daughter of the late James Burnett, Esq., of Langton. Whitby Gazette -
 Friday 4 August 1899 

HEIR AND NEXT OF KIN WANTED. HANNAH WILLMOTT, late of 
Thornton, near Pickering, in the County of York, Spinster, died in 
the Month of May last Intestate, seized of Real Estates of 
considerable Value, which had descended to her from her Father, 
William Willmott, who was born at Bridgnorth, Shropshire, about 
the Year 1722, and also from her mother, whose name was 
Gorwood, and who was born at Normanby, near Pickering. The 
said Hannah Willmott, left some Personal Estate. All Persons 
claiming to Heir or next of Kin to the said Hannah Willmott, either 
on the Father's or Mother's side, are requested to send to Mr. 
Piper, Attorney, Pickering, a Statement of their Pedigree, with the 
means they possess of authenticating the same. Pickering, 7th 

What the Papers Say - Extracts from our local news-



18 

August, 1820. Yorkshire Gazette - Saturday 19 August 1820 & 
Saturday 26 August 1820  

VALUABLE FARM AT NORMANBY, Near Pickering and 
Kirbymoorside. TO BE SOLD BY PRIVATE CONTRACT. ALL that 
very valuable FREEHOLD FARM occupied by William Wilson, 
situate at NORMANBY, in the North-Riding of the County of York, 
containing 70 Acres, or thereabouts, of rich Arable and Pasture 
Land, lying in a Ring Fence, and divided into convenient sized 
Inclosures. Normanby is 9 Miles from the capital Market Town of 
New Malton, 5 from Kirbymoorside, and 4 from Pickering. The 
Tenant will shew the Estate; and further Particulars may be known, 
and a Plan seen, on applying to Mr. WATSON, Solicitor, Pickering. 
Pickering, 3rd December, 1823. Yorkshire Gazette - Saturday 10 
January 1824 
DEATHS On Saturday, the 1st inst., at Normanby Lodge, near 
Pickering, in his 79th year, Mr. Thomas Stamper, formerly of North 
Holme, much and deservedly respected. Yorkshire Gazette -
 Saturday 15 August 1840 
A DISPUTED YORKSHIRE WILL CASE. In the Court of Probate 
on Wednesday the case of Wormald v. Muzeen and Muzeen came 
before Sir Jas. Hannen. This was a probate suit in which the 
plaintiff propounded the will of the late Mr. George Frederick 
Wormald, who died on the 24th March, 1874, at the age of 34 
years. The will is dated on the 21st, three days previous to the 
testator's death, and was opposed by the defendants on the 
ground of irregularity of execution, incapacity, and that it was  
obtained by the undue influence of the plaintiff. Mr. Inderwick, 
Q.C., and Mr. Searle were counsel for the plaintiff; and Dr. Deane, 
Q.C., Mr. Waddy, Q.C., and Dr. Swabey for the defendants. It 
appeared that the testator was a farmer at Normanby, near 
Pickering, and the defendants in the case are his sister and her 
husband. It was stated that the testator’s father in 1834 executed a 
post-nuptial settlement,  by which a sum of £4,000 was brought 
into settlement, and of that sum £1,000 was settled on the testator, 
and £2,000 on his sister, Mrs. Muzeen, the latter to be charged on 
real estate. The father also executed a will by which he left a 
legacy of £300 to his daughter and the residue to his son, the 
testator. The daughter was then unmarried. She got married 
sometime after, and for some cause or other, having displeased 
her father, he executed a codicil to his will. By that he revoked his 

87 



86 19 

legacy of £300 a year and gave it to his son. The father died in 
1870, and on his death the testator succeeded to the farm called 
Normanby Hill, about five miles from Pickering. After he did so the 
plaintiff came into his service as housekeeper, and sometime after 
she did so an intimacy sprang up between them, and they were 
married on the 18th February, 1874. The testator was stated to be 
a man of delicate health, which was still further impaired by his 
being somewhat addicted to intemperate habits. Immediately on 
his marriage he expressed his intention of executing a will in 
favour of his wife, and he went to Mr. Watson, a solicitor, at 
Pickering, to have such a will prepared. It was not, however, 
carried out at the time, and somewhere about the 18th of the 
following month of March the testator went to attend the Kirby and 
Pickering Hunt, of which he was one of the stewards, his father 
having been master of the hounds. He caught cold, and a day or 
two after was attacked with bronchitis and laid up. On the 21st he 
sent to Pickering  for Mr. Watson, his solicitor, who prepared the 
will now propounded, which he saw properly executed. By that will 
the testator leaves his furniture and a legacy of £200 to his wife, 
and a legacy of a similar amount to a son of his sister, one of the 
defendants, the residue to be vested in trustees, out of which they 
were to pay his wife an annuity of £300. That will was now 
opposed by the defendants on the grounds stated. Mr. Watson, the 
solicitor who prepared the will, was called, and stated the 
circumstances under which it was executed. He stated that the 
testator was physically weak, but his mind was clear and sound. 
He perfectly understood everything connected with his property, 
and he gave him a general description of it. He was very fond of 
his wife, and he told him that instead of leaving her an annuity of 
£300 he would leave her one of £500, if the property would yield it. 
Mr. Brown, an innkeeper and saddler at Marton, near Normanby, 
gave similar evidence as to the condition  of the testator at the time 
the will was signed. He believed the testator was perfectly 
competent at the time. In cross-examination, he denied that he had 
ever said that if his side won the present case he should not have 
to do any more work. Dr. Lacelles, a surgeon, practising at 
Slingsby, said he believed at the time the deceased died he was in 
full possession of his mental faculties. The Rev. J. Hill, rector of 
Normanby, said he had seen the testator under the influence of 
drink, but he believed him to be properly sensible in all his affairs. 
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Our War Memorials Project 
Now numbering 22 books in the series, and still some more to be done, 
this project started over ten years ago, funded by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund. 

The books have now been made available to download 
and save to your computer 

 
 

 

Above: 
Barton-le-Street, Coneysthorpe, Bulmer, Slingsby and Welburn; Bilsdale; 
Birdsall; Bossall, Buttercrambe, Claxton, Sand Hutton and Howsham; 
Burythorpe, Acklam, Leavening, Scrayingham and Thixendale; Farndale, 
Gillamoor, Bransdale and Great Edstone; Flaxton, Foston, Whitwell-on-
the-Hill and Crambe; Gate Helmsley, Upper Helmsley and Warthill; 
Harome and Pockley; Hawnby; Helmsley; Hovingham. 
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Below:: 
Kirkdale, Nawton, Beadlam, Skiplam and Wombleton; Lastingham, 
Spaunton, Hutton-le Hole, Appleton-le-Moors, Cropton and Rosedale; 
Nunnington; Rievaulx, Old Byland, Scawton and Cold Kirby; Rillington; 
Settrington, Scagglethorpe, Thorpe Bassett;  Sheriff Hutton and 
Farlington; Terrington; Thornton-le-Dale; Westow 

Several of the books have two or 
more village memorials.  
These 22 books cover 59 
Memorials 
They are all now available, as 
books or downloads, from our 
website 
www.ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

Every name on these memorials is researched. The families, war service, 
place of death and burial, are researched, as far as possible for each 
person remembered. 
There are still a number of memorials to be researched.  
If you would like to get involved with this project,  
please contact secretary@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
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Normanby  
Growing up in Normanby in the 1940’s and early 50’s with no electricity, 
water supplied by roadside cast-iron standpipes and rationing.  
Youngsters had a duty to help the village with its chores, Hay and 
Harvest with the farmers, cleaning the Threshing Machines, pumping the 
bellows for the Blacksmiths, help keep the Church yard trimmed, running 
errands for the tradespeople and of course attending Chapel on a 
Sunday. 
All this activity with our elders led to storytelling by them, these yarns 
stuck with me for life not knowing if they were true or not.  Settling down 
to a less active life in Kent I contacted a number of my elders from 
Normanby albeit a few scattered around UK, most I would telephone 
monthly and whenever possible visit them.   
I kept records of their yarns and in a few cases (with their permission) 
recorded them on tape, my interest turned to proving these yarns and on 
visiting the British Library.  I found my first match that of the drowning of 
John Joseph Gamble in 1916 at Normanby who on returning to his home 
in Barugh missed the Bridge and fell into the river Seven.  The 
newspaper article stated that he left home with his dog on the 30 
December.  The yarn concludes that he departed the Sun Inn on New 
Year’s Eve.!  The white railings were erected around the bridge to avoid 
further accidents. 
This inspired me to investigate the yarn of Farmer/Methodist Minister 
Joseph Smith of Bridge House (farm) and John Castillo, this was always 
mentioned by John Wood whilst trimming the Church yard around 
Edward Smith’s gravestone the son of Joseph and Milbah. 
Towards the end of the 1990’s Normanby asked for help compiling the 
village history for the lottery award as a Millennium project.  I then turned 
my attention to another yarn that intrigued me a Dick Turpin type hold-up 
between Wath cottage and Lance Butts cottage on the Marton Road.  
This happened Wednesday 24 December 1788 and reported in the 
Leeds Intelligencer on Tuesday 6 January 1789. A William Fox returning 
to Kirkbymoorside from Malton at about quarter past six was stopped by 
a footman who presented a pistol and demanded money, Mr Fox struck 
the villain with his stick and galloped off at the same time the 
highwayman fired and the ball went through Mr Fox’s cape. 
I hit a brick wall on the yarn about a family sadly drowning at sea 
migrating to Canada in the mid 1850’s.  However, I was amazed and 
grateful to receive an email about 2012 from Steve and Beverley Barker 
with confirmation of the happening and the story. 
Numerous families have contacted me throughout the world and I loved 
helping them whenever I could, I have also received help from families in 
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Australia, Canada and New Zealand.  I have filing cabinets filled with 
original documents and items of Normanby dating back to 1632, and the 
treasure of them all being that I discovered and obtained the 1869 
"Joseph Smith" Horticultural Cup and Ladle with a large advertising 
poster of the event a couple of years ago. 
Bernie Frank, Member number 268 
www.normanby.info & www.normanbyinryedale.info 

 

 
 

ERECTED 
TO THE MEMORY OF 

THOMAS RAWLIN WHO DIED 
DEC.12. 1842 AGED 73 YEARS 

JANE, WIFE OF THE ABOVE, DIED 
APR.3. 1854 AGED 82 YEARS 

JOHN, SON OF THE ABOVE, DIED 
NOV.19. 1808, AGED 9 

HANNAH, DIED APR.22 1810 
AGED 8 YEARS 

JANE, DIED SEP.10. 1840 
AGED 43 YEARS 

 
 
 

Memorial in Normanby Churchyard 

 Sun Inn, Normanby 
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Not yet on the British Newspaper Archive site, as Yorkshire Gazette is 
only available online up to 1899. 
Yorkshire Gazette 6th November 1915.  
Mrs. George Bilton 
The death has occurred suddenly at her residence of Mrs. George Bilton 
(Vinnie), daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dale, of Harome. The funeral, which 
was largely attended, was conducted by the Vicar. The chief mourners 
were Mr. George Bilton (husband), Mr. R. and Mrs. Dale (father and 
mother). Mr. and Mrs. Bilton (father and mother-in-law). Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Dale, Junr., Leeds (brother and sister-in-law), Mr. Ralph Dale, Micklefield 
(brother), Mr. and Mrs. Dale, Pilmoor Station (brother and sister-in-law), 
Mrs. Flintoft, Selby, (sister), Mrs. Ransom, Leeds, (sister), Mr. and Mrs. 
Best, Wombleton (uncle and aunt), Mrs. W. Best (cousin), Sir William 
Worsley, Susan Lady Worsley, Mrs. Peacock, Mrs. Prest, Mrs. and Miss 
Oldfield, Mrs. D. Oldfield, Mrs. G. Oldfield, Mrs. and Miss Stainsby, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. Coatsworth, Mrs. Lister, Mrs. Ward, Mrs. R. Skelton, Mrs. R. 
Skilbeck, Mrs. Shields, Miss Banks, Mrs. Dowson, Mrs. Ted Dawson, 
Mrs. Magson, Mrs. R. Marshall, Mrs. H Hornsey, Mr. and Mrs. W. Bilton, 
Mrs. Craike, Mrs. and Miss Coatsworth, Mrs. Wright, Miss Smith, Miss 
Weatherall, Miss Mallen, Mr. M. Bilton, Miss Cordukes, Mrs. Stevenson, 
Mrs Salisbury, Mr. Bean, Mr. T. Hornsey, Hovingham, Mrs. W. Hunton, 
Slingsby, Mrs. Plinner, Birdforth, and several friends from the 
surrounding villages, including Slingsby, Wombleton, Scackleton and 
Harome, the latter place at which she spent her youthful days. Floral 
tributes were sent by the following: “From the Sorrowing Husband,” 
“Father and Mother-in-law,” “Father and Mother,” “Annie and Rance,” “Sir 
William, Miss Worsley, and Mrs. Pemberton,” “Susan Lady Worsley and 
all at Woolknowle,” Mr. and Mrs. Prest, Mrs. Oldfield and Annie, Miss 
Coates and Mr. and Mrs. Stockdale, East Newton, Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephenson, Mr. and Mrs. Hicks, Mr. C. Mooring and family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hunton and Mrs. Mattison, Mrs. E. Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. Salisbury, W. 
Hunton and family, Stonegrave, Mr. and Mrs. Stockdale, Mr. and Mrs. 
North, Agnes North, G. North and J. Hornsey, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Coatsworth. 
The funeral arrangements were carried out by Mr. William Foster. 
 
Note: Lavinia Bilton died on 25th October 1915 and was buried at 
Hovingham  

Stories, pictures and articles for our next issue should be sent to the 
Secretary, or emailed to: editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org by the last 
Friday of the preceding month  
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Can you help?  
We receive many requests for help, from around the world, many of 
which we are able to deal with, or pass on to members who have 
interests in the same area or family. The following are some of the 
requests our members have not found answers to: 
Please contact enquirers via the Editor - 
editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

Kay would like some help with family in Farndale, Gillamoor and 
Lastingham  
I have come to a brick wall with my x4 great grandfather and hope that 
someone could help me find his father. 

I discovered that William Johnson was buried at 
Gillamoor church in 1778 I was so thrilled to find this 
that on my way home from visiting a relative in the 
area we called in at the church. I traipsed around the 
churchyard without success. However, on entering 

the church I found a file which the family history group had recorded the 
monuments and so I could go out again and immediately find him. What 
a find! I could not believe that a young man of 26 years with three 
children would even have a headstone although it was unrecognisable 
as it had shrunk and was almost illegible. 
I would dearly love to be able to go back another generation.  I do know 
William was married on the 22nd July 1771 at Lastingham to Rachel 
Hodgson. They had three children Hannah 1772-1842, Elizabeth 1774-
1798 and Robert 1777-1854 all baptised in Lastingham Church. Robert 
was also married there to Ann Headlam. I know the family  came from 
Farndale. 
Kay Petherick, Member number 1005 

------- 
 
Following his request in the April issue, Nick Hammond has had some 
response but would like to know more - 
This all helps to fill in a few more gaps! However, it does make me 
realise that clearly, I have a vastly expanded family and plenty of 
relatives about whom I don't know much at all. 
In particular, I am keen to acquire as much information as I can about 
the Hammond family, as I really only knew my Dad (Anthony Norman 
Hammond)  until I was aged 13, when he passed away (1974) and my 
grandfather Len (John Leonard Hammond; 1894 - 1981) who was a 
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keen gardener and a judge at the Chelsea flower show. I have previously 
visited Kirby (2010) and was very taken with this quaint Yorkshire town, 
which is also clearly in my family DNA. 
Nick Hammond, Raglan, New Zealand 

------- 
Tom would be interested to know of any information regarding William 
Noel Broadley born 25th December 1918 in Old Malton to William and 
Annie Broadley. He was a leading seaman lost with HMS Hood on the 
24th May 1941, we currently only have this information and no photo of 
him. 
Tom Heath, HMS Hood Association member 
 
Editor’s note: Old Malton will be our featured place in the next issue, due 
in early October. It would be good to be able to include some responses 
to this enquiry. 

------- 
Susan is doing some research on the paternal side of her family in 
Hovingham, especially the Coatesworth family.  
I am John Coatesworth’s great granddaughter. His brother Albert (Alias 
Tabby) was my grandfather, I have listened to many a tale of the 
threshing machines.  
I wonder if anyone may remember them and maybe have some photos  
I visited Hovingham a few weeks ago to visit the graves of my forebears 
again. It’s a very fascinating place for me. 
My name is Sue Tomlinson (née Coatesworth) 

------- 
 
Editor’s Note: If you need help, please send your request by email or 
consider joining one of our twice weekly Zoom meetings, where there will 
be several people willing to help. 

 

To contact the Ryedale Family History Group, contribute a story  
or to submit a request for help, please write to:  

 
The Secretary, Ryedale Family History Group, 

The Village Hall, Hovingham, North Yorkshire, YO62 4LF 
 

or email to: editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
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Two valued members of the Ryedale Family History Group have 
recently passed away. Wendy Barker, Member number 623 and Robin 
Butler, Member number 3. 
 

Wendy Barker A Committee member 
and our very efficient Office Manager, 
sadly passed away on 1st May. Several 
members attended her funeral and gave 
her a good send off. 
 
 
This is Wendy as we remember her. A 
big smile and looking like she was really 
enjoying herself. 
 
 
 

Words for Wendy, from her colleagues and friends on the Committee 
 
Going somewhere new and joining a society or group for the first time 
can be a daunting experience. 
I remember my first visit to the group in Hovingham and any feelings of 
apprehension soon vanished. 
Wendy was on hand to put me at my ease and soon I was sitting with 
established members and chatting about family history matters. 
Of course, Wendy was soon busy handing round cups of coffee and 
making sure we were all catered for. 
She had a very natural, friendly, easy manner and clearly enjoyed her 
time in the family history group. A ready smile and friendly words 
of welcome to all visitors made everyone feel at home. 
She was valued though, not just because of what she did but because of 
who she was. Thank you. David Campion, Member number 871. 
 
Wendy was the most caring of Office Managers, always ready with help 
and advice.  
She always knew who had which coffee, how many took sugar and many 
times brought mine to my desk where I was working. Lunchtimes were 
always fun, as after casually injecting for diabetes she would tell us tales 
of her life as a prison officer or stories of her family. Despite suffering 
various ailments Wendy was always cheerful and non complaining. We 
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shall all miss her and hope she is managing family history wherever she 
is.  
Eileen Wray, Member number 83. 
 
I was not often early to arrive at the research room, so it was easy to 
assume that it was set up ready to plug your computer in and start 
research. But there was always one person who had arrived first and 
prepared the room, the equipment, and the furniture and put the notices 
out, and filled the kettle, and that was Wendy. 
Wendy was a quarter Irish and very proud of it. Her DNA ethnicity 
showed 24% Southern Irish, which was reassuringly correct. Many of her 
closest DNA matches were born in Ireland and it had been one of her 
plans to spend some time at the National Archives of Ireland in Dublin to 
research her large family connections.  
Like many of us, she was taken by surprise to find that MyHeritage had 
renewed her subscription without warning before thanking her for her 
loyalty. Wendy did not appreciate the way this had been done and after a 
few exchanges, managed to get the charge refunded.  
The Liverpool Champions scarf on the wall of the research room will be 
an appropriate memory of Wendy.  
Geoff King, Member number 377. 
 
I was always impressed by Wendy’s efficiency and her enthusiasm. As 
our office manager, she kept everything neat and tidy, all the books 
catalogued, and stock in good order. She welcomed our visitors with a 
smile and a quick introduction to the Research Room. I will remember 
her for her cheerfulness and sense of fun. 
Janice Wood, Member number 1 and Editor. 
 
Wendy was a very genuine positive lady who even through her illness 
managed to smile and giggle and I will always be very grateful to her for 
helping me find the grave of my stillborn daughter. In 1973 a stillborn 
baby could not be buried in consecrated ground unless interred in the 
grave of a deceased adult so the search wasn’t straight forward. Wendy 
encouraged me to persevere until with the help of a local Archives Office 
an approximate location was found. Wendy accompanied me to the 
Cemetery and gave me support in finding the exact situation of the grave 
which was a great comfort to me. This was a perfect example of her 
kindness and dedication she gave to everyone and everything she did. 
 Brenda Foot, Member number 716 and Chair  
 

77 



76 29 

Robin Winspear Butler, Member 
number 3, one of our founder 
members, passed away on 20th May 
aged 92 years  
Robin was known indirectly to all 
members by the Celtic pin which is the 
group’s emblem. Robin was a 
blacksmith and he designed and forged 
the pin in the forge which is installed 
within the Ryedale Folk Museum at 
Hutton-le-Hole. It is now framed and 
displayed in the Research Room at 
Hovingham. (See left) 

Robin was born in Hull, but when he was just 4 
months old, his father died in a motorcycle 
accident and the family moved to his 
grandparents’ house in Kirkbymoorside, where he 
lived all his life. From a young age, he was 
interested in a blacksmith’s trade, following his 
great grandfather James Butler, who was a 
journeyman blacksmith at Mappleton on the East 
Coast. I really only know Robin from his book ‘A 
Will to Win’ which recounts many tales of his early 
life in Kirkbymoorside, the various shops and 
markets and school activities such as being 
clicked. Robin was always in the blacksmiths who practiced in 
Kirkbymoorside and as a boy, would watch George Hodgson at work. 
Robin learnt his blacksmithing skills from Wilf Dowson and joined him at 
the Kirk Forge which Wilf started up in 1945. The Forge became well-
known as a supplier of shop fittings for stores such as Marshall & 
Snelgrove, Heal’s, as well as the gates for Helmsley Church and a 14ft 
high screen for York Minster. 
Ryedale Folk Museum opened in 
1964 and Robin was one of the 
first volunteers who helped it 
become a nationally known and 
respected museum. The first 
house to be dismantled and 
rebuilt at the Museum was a 17th 
century cruck house from 14 miles 
away. This was followed by a 16th 
century Manor house near 

Robin Butler 

The Manor House, Ryedale Folk Museum 
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Harome and many others followed. The objective was always to remain 
true to the crafts of the day. One of the recreations at the museum is an 
Iron Age Round House, and an Iron Age fire dog was presented to the 
Museum. Robin saw how elegantly it had been shaped to have the 
appearance of a horned animal head and how could they have forged 
such an object without modern tools. Similarly, the Celtic pin was not just 
functional, it was a perfect horseshoe shape with spiral decoration. 
Emulating the skill of the blacksmith who made that pin so many years 
before gave Robin great satisfaction. It serves as a reminder that as we 
research our ancestors, we should acknowledge that they had skills and 
cultures that equal our own. 
When Robin’s father died, his mother was pregnant with Robin’s brother 
Roy and the brothers shared many escapades described in Robin’s 
book. Roy also joined Wilf Dowson at the Forge and became Office 
Manager and draughtsman. Sadly, Roy also died this year, leaving his 
wife Janet (member 11) who remains an active member of the group as 
well as having many other irons in her fire. 

Geoff King, Member number 377 

Notes from the Committee 
 

A reminder - if you have not yet renewed your membership, your 
subscription was due on 1st July.  

 

Our AGM will be held via Zoom on Wednesday 20th July at 7pm 

 
If you have not yet received the Minutes of the AGM for 2021 and 
the associated documents, please contact the Secretary, Andie 
Cattle, by email to secretary@ryedalefamilyhistory.org, or by phone 
to the Research Room, 01653 628132. (Please leave a message). 

 

Don’t forget to submit your story for our competition. Details on 
Page 31. 
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2022 Short Story Competition 

The Geoff Otterburn Award 
 

 

Title - A Family Myth 
(True or False, or I don’t know yet) 

 

This title is a guide 
 
 
 

We all have a story to tell of our family history  
researches, so let’s hear about yours! 

 
 
 
 

Write up to 1,000 words and submit to: 
secretary@ryedalefamilyhistory.org  

or 
by post to our Research Room 

 

The deadline for your story is 31st October 2022 
 
 

The prize - £25 book token 
The winning story will be published in the January 2023 issue 
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Typhoid and Typhus  
Delving Deeper into Death, Disease and Disability Case 2  
IF you have not joined one of our Ryedale Family History Group zoom 
meetings on a Thursday morning or enjoyed a ‘Monday with Michele’ in 
the evening, do come along and try one out. They are always well 
attended and you can sit quietly in the background or join in the chat as 
you feel inclined. They are so friendly and interesting, many topics are 
touched on and the occasional brick wall zapped.  
One week in May a death certificate was brought to our attention which 
included Typhoid Fever and Congestion of the Brain as the cause of 
death. I would like to unpack that a bit further.  
Typhoid, the word essentially meaning ‘typhus like,’ is a completely 
different disease to Typhus although the symptoms can be similar.  
Typhoid we now know is caused by a Salmonella bacterium, and as it 
causes enteritis or inflammation of the bowel, it is Salmonella Enterica 
serotype Typhi. (There is also paratyphoid but we won’t go there today!). 
This was just one cause of dysentery or ‘the flux’ in the past.  
For medical students a favourite multiple choice question asks about the 
‘Rose coloured spots’ or rash, which some typhoid patients get. Spread 
through contamination by human waste, lack of hand-washing and poor 
sanitation, the incubation period (time from first contact to symptoms) is 6
-30 days. Most patient’s symptoms start 10-14 days after exposure. 
Treatment with antibiotics has hugely reduced death rates. Good 
nutrition, hygiene measures and running water greatly decrease the 
chances both of catching it and of dying from it. Vaccination, developed 
1896, also has a big impact, preventing up to 90% of cases within 2 
years of having the vaccine. (Definitely worth having for trips to India and 
Pakistan, for example, especially as antibiotic resistance is increasing.) 
Death rates from typhoid in developed countries have dropped to a few 
percent, however in the 1850s, with poor nutrition and the confounding 
factors of over-crowding, no running water for hygiene or sanitation and 
no effective treatment, death rates are estimated at 60%.  
Although it is not a big problem in Ryedale, I have seen many people 
with it in hospital in Malawi and it is most common in the Indian sub-
continent. In 2015 there were 12.5 million people reported to have 
typhoid, and no doubt many more, with 149,000 deaths from typhoid 
reported that year worldwide. The worst UK epidemic is said to have 
been Maidstone 1897-8 http://maidstonetyphoidepidemic.weebly.com 
Some people carry the infection and can spread it to others, even without 
developing symptoms themselves. Notoriously Typhoid Mary, a poor Irish 
girl called Mary Mallon, 1869-1938, the first known asymptomatic carrier 
of a deadly disease. 
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see https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3959940/). Working 
as a cook for well off families in New York, she moved around quite often, 
leaving a trail of 51 cases of typhoid and 3 deaths behind her, with 
typhoid cases in 7 out of the 8 families she had worked with. Her name 
was published and she was forcibly isolated for several years, as a Public 
Health Hazard, despite doing nothing wrong, dying friendless. Other 
outbreaks followed from infected milk handlers for example. It is now 
known up to 5% of typhoid cases become long term carriers, without 
treatment. 
 

The Stages (Information from MetropolisIndiia.com) 
1st Stage - Non-specific viral/infection symptoms, can include cough, mild 
fever 
2nd Stage - High fever, bloated stomach, weight loss. Hallucinations or 
fever dreams. Lethargy interspersed with agitation.  
3rd Stage - Dehydration, abdominal haemorrhage and possible 
perforated bowel. Delirium. Difficulty even sitting up. 
4th Stage Organ failure, encephalitis (inflammation of the brain), extreme 
weakness, difficulty even sitting up, pneumonia, pancreatitis.  
From this is can be understood how “Congestion of the Brain” came to be 
on the death certificate alongside Typhoid fever.  
Our most famous typhoid sufferer was Prince Albert, husband to Queen 
Victoria in 1861. His symptoms included loss of appetite, insomnia, fever 
with chills and profuse sweating, vomiting, delusions and failure to 
recognise family members, rash on abdomen, a change in tongue colour, 
and extreme fatigue. Attending physician William Jenner, an expert on 
typhoid fever at the time, diagnosed him. He died just over 3 weeks after 
his symptoms started. 
Sir William Jenner(1815-1898) was a significant pathologist and 
physician, whose most notable achievement was his book "On the 
Identity or Non-Identity of Typhoid and Typhus Fever” published in 1850. 
One of several doctors who helped clarify the different diseases. 
So what is Typhus? Typhus has been described since the 1400s, and 
likely accounted for outbreaks of fever far earlier. A Brazilian doctor 
Henrique da Rocha Lima (1879-1956) discovered the bacterium in 1916.  
In 1914 he went to study the typhus epidemic that had broken out in 
Constantinople together with Stanislaus von Prowazek. Surprised by the 
outbreak of World War I, the two were appointed to fight typhus in a 
Russian prison camp in Cottbus, about a hundred kilometers from Berlin. 
They both caught typhus and Prowazec died in February 1915. Rocha 
Lima continued his research and in 1916, he named the causative 



34 

bacterium 'Rickettsia Prowazekii' in honour of two researchers who had 
been victims of the disease (the American researcher Ricketts as well as 
his colleague Prowazec).  
How it spread took much longer to work out. As we now know, the 
bacteria live in the gut of the human body louse. When a person has 
infected lice, they scratch. Bacteria are introduced into the body through 
the broken skin or bites of the lice. The lice can survive without human 
contact for up to 7 days in bedding and clothes, especially the seams, or 
can be transmitted directly from one person to another.  
Humans are most likely to get lice at times of civil disruption such as 
soldiers in wartime or after major disasters.  Over-crowding enables rapid 
spread, in prisons, on board ships or amongst the urban poor crammed 
into inadequate housing. Simon Wills (see bibliography) gives an 
example of emigrant ships to Canada in 1847, where of 4,950 
passengers packed into 13 ships, 434 died of typhus. Hence typhus was 
often known as Ship Fever. Gaol Fever was another common name as 
despite widespread use of capital punishment in the 18th century, typhus 
was responsible for the demise of far more prisoners than the death 
penalty. Epidemics of typhus have occurred throughout history. It is said 
to have been responsible for the deaths of 10% of the English population 
1577-9 following the Black assize of Oxford, for 900,000 deaths during 
the Crimean War in 1853-1856, and many thousands more during both 
the First and Second World Wars.  
Symptoms are very similar to typhoid but the rash is different and 
diarrhoea is not a feature. Robert Robinson, a naval surgeon mentions a 
key symptom in “Observations on the Jail, Hospital or Ship Fever,” 1783, 
saying that patients complain of ‘pains in all their bones but especially in 
the loins or back.” As with most fevers doctors then would have used 
leeches, purgatives, emetics and quinine for fever, but with no real 
benefit. It is easily treated now with antibiotics and prevented by 
measures to avoid lice. DDT, the insecticide, developed during the 
Second World War, was used with great effectiveness against the louse 
in war zones.  
Through the Imperial War Museum website you can hear my husband’s 
grandfather Fred Simpson as he describes going in to Bergen-Belsen 
and the de-lousing procedures necessary. The soldiers sprayed 
themselves all over with DDT every day, and the inmates had their heads 
shaved and were sprayed when provided with fresh blankets and 
clothes. Warning: graphic description of the camp and his impressions.  
It is his third recording, starting from 9 minutes up to 22 minutes 40 
seconds, https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80011903 
and includes his personal experience of those nurses who did and did 
not have vaccination. Very harrowing, not for the faint-hearted. Fred was 
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born in Leeds, West Yorkshire, and had lived many years in Beverley, 
East Yorkshire, when I met him. A British NCO from 1939 onwards, his 
service included work with 32nd Casualty Clearing Station, Royal Army 
Medical Corps in North West Europe, 1942-1945.  
 
Bibliography 
In addition to specific references mentioned above, personal knowledge 
and well referenced articles in Wikipedia, I used: 
How Our Ancestors Died, a guide for family historians by Simon Wills 
Pen & Sword 2020 
Janet Few’s Pharos Online course ‘In sickness and in death’ For those 
interested to learn more I highly recommend this course  
https://www.pharostutors.com/details.php?coursenumber=240 
William Bynum The History of Medicine A very short introduction Oxford 
University Press 2008 
Article about Rocha Lima  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4516114/ 
All internet references accessed 1 June 2022. 
Helen Shields, Member number 992 
Editor’s note: Delving Deeper into Death, Disease and Disability 
Case No.1 was featured in Ryedale Roots number 65 in October 2021. 
Helen promised more is to come. 
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A letter received from Pat Dale, Member number 26, with which she 
encloses a transcript of a letter written by Robert Dale of Danby Botton 
(born 1824) to his relatives who lived in or near Niagara Falls in the USA 
Dear members, I was looking through some of my family history papers 
and came across this letter, written on Christmas Day 1885 by my 
ancestor Robert Dale, born 1824 in Botton, Danby, to his family in 
America. He writes of many things that we do today, taxation, trade, 
weather, crop failure etc. 

A lot of the people he mentions died 
young, compared to today’s longevity. He 
talks of meeting up in the ancestral burial 
ground as if it was a second home where 
they will all be together. 
He seems very pleased that the Dales 
were multiplying here at home and over 
the water. 

On the second page, he writes about Ellen Dale marrying William Dale. 
Ellen is my 3x great aunt. 
 
Robert Dale’s letter, written at West Cliff House, Danby, December 
25th 1885 
I received a letter sometime in August last from Alice Dale as written at 
the request of my Uncle Richard in answer to one I sent by Mr Appleton 
not being certain of the place where to direct to. I thought it was Royalton 
but it seems that was not the right place, which made some former letter 
not reach you. 
Your letter gives an account of our Aunts death last May after being 11 
years afflicted with blindness and other mental weaknesses to which we 
are all more or less liable. A sort of second childhood would be the result 
and a time of great trial suffering to all belonging. Now she is at rest in 
the pleasant land and we all shall have follow in the Lord’s own time. 
May we be found ready! 
It is 50 years last July since my father Martin Dale departed this life at the 
age of 37 years and about half that time since mother died aged 75. 
They were both put in the same grave in Danby Churchyard about one 
mile from this place fair in view and where many generations of the Dale 
family have their common resting place, where we also expect to be, 
when gathered to our fathers and mothers. Of the 7 in the family they (5 
sons and 2 daughters) only two of us now remain, brother Martin of 
Castle House and myself, who are on either side of 60 years old. The 
youngest of us, George at 21, died before his mother, William next at 

St Hilda’s Church, Danby 
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about 35, both single. The next to go was Mary at 44 (Mrs Thompson) 
who left 2 sons and 2 daughters both married. Joseph is gone and left 3 
daughters and a widow. William is still living in a farm near Stokesley with 
2 sons and 2 daughters. Hannah (Mrs Ruddock) age 50 without family 
died 10 years since and John the oldest of us some 2 years since age 
over 60. His wife Mary Agar about 47 some 8 years since. They left a 
family of 3 sons and 5 daughters of which 3 are married and have family, 
boys and girls and Joseph the oldest son who remained at Stormy Hall 
the old family place of 90 acres a good farm, had 2 sons and 2 daughters 
all young. Brother Martin has 1 son (George) and 4 daughters of one of 
them (William Dale of Holly Lodge Farm, 50 acres). Brother John’s 
youngest son) has a wife, who has lately presented him with a daughter. 
John Martin the other son of John’s is a grocer at Whitby, married with a 
boy and a girl. The descendants of my 2 brothers John and Martin and 
sister Mary are about 16 and one third are males which is about the 
same as your family and the next descendants still increasing are about 
12 and we may say of them all ‘God speed them well.’ It is 32 years since 
I took one of My Uncle William’s sons Martin when he was about 7 years 
old. He is married and has been living on a farm in Little Fryup (late G 
Walker) of over 90 acres and about £130 rent. They have 2 girls of about 
12 years and 2 boys younger. 
Robert his brother came about 20 years since and was married last May 
to a daughter of William Ruddsdale’s near Danby Lodge. He lives at 
Blackmires Farm and has about 50 acres of land to it and we have about 
30 at present. Another brother of theirs (Richard) is in New Zealand with 
a sister Mary married to a Scotchman named Mitchell. I suppose they are 
doing well. The oldest boys John and William are both gone, the latter 
left a son who has been at Danby and lives near Darlington. His mother 
is married again. A sister Sarah is a Widow and lives in London, one son, 
4 other sisters are married and live at Middlesbrough. Or at Darlington or 
neighbourhood some have families. 
There was 12 in family. Uncle and Aunt are both dead a few years since. 
Aunt was blind some years. I have had James Dale (Uncle Richards 
Son) working with me a few weeks lately, he is about 70, lives at 
Castleton, whose wife is laid up with an abscess on the hip joint for years 
and Leonard his brother, older, lives at Kelton near Lofthouse. He has 
lately gone into a state of ill health, likely heart disease and falls down all 
of a sudden. His wife is still living, and they have a son and a grandson. 
Their 2 older Brothers, John and William are both dead, and so are the 2 
or 3 older sisters. Ellen the youngest who married William Dale from 
Didderhow at present lives at Lumley House (J Baker’s Farm) they have 
2 sons and 2 daughters with them at present. Some have died single, 
Hannah is married near Guisbrough and William late a schoolmaster at 
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Danby has been at college for the Church and has passed his degrees. 
Miles is married and lives on a farm in Rosedale and Richard who 
married Miss Hartas both have families. Ann Dale is still at Leonard’s 
Farm in her usual health and desires to be remembered to you all and 
desires to know something about Daniel Wilson’s family, who went from 
near Lofthouse. They are near related to her Father or Mothers family. 
Jonathan Featherstone has left Didderhow and gone to Westerdale with 
2 daughters and his son Joseph on G Nicholson’s Farm. The other son 
John lives on the little farm over the Ridge from us. The father is very 
shaky and infirm and the son is very unsteady and seems more than half 
superannuated. Bridget T died a few years since at Didderhow and Jane 
Lewis, Mrs Nicholson at Broughton and Elizabeth Ventriss of 
Commondale (both are married and have families) have each a son and 
they are very well off. The two middle ones have daughters who are 
married, so you see from these items of the Dale’s family, that they have 
a spread a good deal in the last 60 years since Uncle came to America it 
is about 2 generations. And I am pleased to hear that your branch of 
Dales has not been unfruitful, but like that of the old Patriarch Joseph 
“has run over the wall” as well as over the water into new worlds. The 
population of the United States now exceeds that of Great Britain 
including the Negroes by many millions. But we have the ships and 
sailors who bring food and raw material from all parts of the World and 
England is like to become the Storehouse of the World as well as a great 
workshop and if we had more customers we could well supply them. If 
China wants Iron, as she is likely to do for Railways it would help our 
staple trade a good deal to supply it. We can hear and see a good deal 
of the Iron Trade that is going on within 20 miles north of us and a good 
deal within 10 or 12 miles and hear the rattle in the South from 
Rosedale. Taken altogether it is a far mightier and important sound than 
that great natural wonder of Niagara which stuns the country for many 
miles around. I suppose you are almost within sound of it where you live. 
I lately looked over some very good views of them as taken on the 
different points of observation, they are truly wonderful, and next to 
seeing the falls they give the best presentation we can have. In a few 
thousands of years they may exist only as rapids. To visit the falls with 
the many attractions of Niagara with the park that has to be made on the 
States side seem to be one great imitation of America like some of our 
great Watering places as Scarboro’, Whitby or elsewhere where invalids 
resort for health but I should think with its terrible grandeur it is too much 
for the nerves of any but the very robust. Sr Vanderbilt the great 
speculator and Contractor has lately of “congestion of the brain”, paid the 
debt of Nature due worth many millions sterling. We get some idea of the 
trade of England when we learn that the imports above amount to one 
million a day and yet the trade must be free and not hampered by any 
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taxation put upon it to the benefit if any class however strong or powerful 
that class may be. A great deal of the land in the country is too high 
rented to meet the present times prices owing to the cheap land and 
produce in other countries. Our home trade is our best market for many 
things farmers grow. 
Within a term of 35 years I have paid and received double the value of 
Property I hold or about £7000 in labour, addition, imported and general 
expenses. And have never farmed more than 80 acres and often less. 
Within a few years lately several families or single persons have come 
over to America from Danby or the immediate neighbourhood some as 
far as Manitoba or Winipeg lake where they have taken free grants of 
land. One family from near Danby Church 4 years since named 
Husband, a man of 60 and wife about the same, 2 sons (good scholars 
and were in railway offices) and a daughter married to a cousin Ackelby 
out of Farndale, they will get about a square mile of land ?? and get more 
than 100 acres into tillage. Good accounts come. 
It is well stocked with ducks, plenty of ?? and some other kind of game. 
The place is called Brandon(?) not far from the Canada Trunk Railway. It 
is a level district and said to be good land, they can sell prairie grass, 
make it into hay, but no wood or stone to be found. The wood for fuel is 4 
miles off and shops and postage more. Some have come to the States, 
and several to Toronto. I am pretty well acquainted with the general 
outlines of the great Continent, as well as South America where they are 
cutting the Panama Canal to connect the Atlantick and Pacific oceans, to 
get a ship Route to California and the far West, with China and India. 
We have lately had a General Election and a Conservative MP is 
returned for our Whitby Division with above 80,000 inhabitants, and 
about 11 or 12 thousand voters. They are about double now under the 
New Law of household suffrage, in the Counties. The North Riding is 
made into 4 divisions, with only 1 MP for each and includes 2 Boroughs, 
Scarborough, Middlesborough: 1 each. 
We had two spells of winter so far, with frost and snow, only about a 
week each, middle of November and middle of December after a dry cold 
summer and a very wet Autumn for the late harvest. A good deal of corn 
was out and spoilt, in late districts, but not much in the best of the Dales. 
It was mostly in by the middle of October. The crops are only very 
middling this year and still the prices are very low for most kinds of farm 
produce, same as with you. 
It is the Ocean Steamers that are equalizing prices all over the world, to 
those who will have free trade. And England cannot live without it. We 
are likely to have a Liberal Government again in Office and they may 
perhaps grant some measure of Home Rule to Ireland, which they seem 
so much to desire. 
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I suppose your part is something in valley style like ours but they are not 
so deep or hills so high. And the land is of a dry limestone gravel nature, 
very different to what is further west or south. We are all pretty well at 
present. I hope you are the same and shall be glad to hear from Alice or 
any other of our Relatives, of whom there are so many and we feel a 
great respect for them all. And if we never see each other in this world, 
may we meet in a better. 
I remain Yours, Robert Dale, West Cliff House 
Danby, Castleton, Grosmont, York, England. 
 
Editor’s note:  
Danby and Botton are only a little way outside our Ryedale area, being 
about six or seven miles north of Rosedale and Farndale.  
The residents in these areas would meet at the local markets, where 
news would be exchanged and friendships and romances formed.  
Historically, nowhere in England was supposedly more than ten miles 
from a market. 

Feedback from our April 2022 issue. 
Of interest, William Braithwaite who married Milcah Jaques at Bulmer in 
1834 was the younger brother of my 2 x great grandfather George 
Braithwaite son of John Braithwaite and Sarah Douthwaite. I haven’t 
placed Temple Douthwaite yet, but he was obviously related to Sarah. 
John Braithwaite was born at North Leas near Ripon and farmed at 
Scackleton, in the parish of Hovingham. Sarah was born in 
Hovingham.  George Braithwaite became a miller and moved to Thirsk. 
Peter Braithwaite, Member number 12. 

Please send contributions for future publications, by email to: 
editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org — or by post to:  

The Editor, Ryedale Family History Group 
The Village Hall, Hovingham, YORK, North Yorkshire, YO62 4LF 

 
Closing date for articles for next issue is the last Friday of the preceding month 
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Ancestry DNA Traits 
Ancestry has updated the set of traits that it claims to be able to predict 
from your DNA data. I parted with my £15 and the results were quickly 
available. The results covered 38 traits which were broadly in categories 
of Vitamin take-up (6), Athletic ability (5), Physical characteristics (16), 
Food tolerance and taste (9) and Personality (2).  
All the vitamin results stated I was likely to have typical levels of different 
vitamins and omega-3. The athletic results were more interesting in that I 
apparently have the ‘sprinter gene,’ while also having some DNA 
differences found in elite endurance athletes. My wife says that I have 
never moved quickly in my life, but I dispute that. The sprinter gene that 
Ancestry discovered in my DNA is the gene ACTN3, no further detail is 
given but I suspect a good proportion of the population will also have this 
result. 
The characteristics results were easy to verify and several of them were 
incorrect. My earlobes are not attached as Ancestry predicted and my 
pronounced cleft chin, wide enough to guide a snooker cue, would 
surprise Ancestry. Also, where are my freckles which I probably should 
have. And tell my son that my close male relatives have a low chance of 
hair loss!! His name is William, and his hair is not unlike his royal 
namesake’s. Apparently, I could pass on red hair to my children, but 
failed to do so in three attempts. 
The taste results were curious, suggesting that my urine has a distinctive 
smell after eating asparagus, and that I might dislike the taste of fresh 
coriander. I probably don’t sneeze when exposed to bright light and my 
face probably doesn’t turn red after drinking alcohol. 
The personality trait suggested I may be more introverted, and I would 
agree, not being one to argue or get excited as you probably know. 
Finally, and most curious, I am at one end of the spectrum for 
remembering my dreams, being more likely to than over 80% of the 
population. Well, I can’t remember any at all, nor how long I might have 
been able to remember any before I forgot all about them. Although I can 
recall the occasional panic induced by dreams of taking exam papers 
again after 60 years. 
Ancestry does make it clear that traits and abilities are not just 
determined by markers in your DNA, but these results are unlikely to tell 
you anything of value that you didn’t already know but are of some 
curiosity and entertainment value. 
Ancestry allows you to compare your traits with your DNA matches who 
have taken this option, but none of my matches have paid for their traits 
yet.  
Geoff King, Member number 377 
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A useful article in the Federation’s May 2022 Newsletter is by Ian Waller, 
FSG., Chairman and Education Officer of the Family History Federation.  
‘Tracing Non-Conformist Ancestors.’ 
Who were nonconformists? Though Catholics and Jews were technically 
nonconformists, the main groups were the non-Anglican Protestant 
denominations including:  
Baptists, Congregationalists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Unitarians, 
Independent protestants, Quakers, Latter-day Saints, Levellers, 
Inghamites, Moravians, Salvationists, Calvinists, New Jerusalem, Bible 
Christians, Seventh-day Adventists, Pentecostals, Brownists, Primitive 
Methodists, Plymouth Brethren. 
There are several pages to this article, which can be read or downloaded 
from the Federation’s website: 
www.familyhistoryfederation.com/_resources/reallyuseful/fed-really-
useful-bulletin-21-may-2022.pdf 

We are not alone! 
The Ryedale Family History Group is a member of the Federation of 
Family History Societies. Giving support to us and to many other family 
history groups and societies worldwide, the federation is there for us 
all. Explore the Federation’s website at www.familyhistoryfederation.com 
The Federation of Family History Societies publishes a free information 
leaflet which is an essential guide to family history research. 
'Our Really Useful Information Leaflet.' This gives researchers with 
roots in the British Isles all they need to know to grow their family tree.  
The leaflet lists family history societies that can help you with your 
research, due to their specialist knowledge. If you have hit a brick wall in 
your research, they will be able to give you insights on how to progress, 
due to their genealogy expertise and knowledge of the resources 
available. The leaflet is available to pick up at our Research Room, but 
can be downloaded, in pdf format, from the Federation’s website.  
The Federation publishes an email newsletter every month, covering 
genealogy news, resources and events.  

You can subscribe, free, to this newsletter 
by clicking a link on the Federation’s 
website. 
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OF 
 

July Irene, daughter of William and Rhoda 
Aug. son of John William and Annie Elizabeth 
Oct. Annie, daughter of John Edwin and Mary 
Sunley. 
 

 
Aug. William Dawson to Mary Jane 
Sept. McDougall to Annie Beatrice 
Oct. Agar to Sarah Isabel  
 
BURIALS. 

July   
Sunley, 60  

Simpson, 64  
Garbutt, 54 

Aug. 
Smith, 81  

 Dale, 21  
King, 63 years.  

 
  

Waines, 50 

   
Simpson, 87  

Jones, 71 years. 
 

OF  
 

 
May  

William, son of John William and Caroline  
July   

Lilian, daughter of William and Clara  
daughter of Garbutt and  

 

 
April Arthur Holmes to Mary  

From Helmsley Monumental Inscriptions 
John Smith who died 2nd August 1901. 
aged 81 years. 
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Divorce Records at the National Archives, Kew 
The survival rate of divorce case files is:  
• 1858-1927: almost 100%  
• 1928-1937: 80%  
• After 1937: less than 0.2%  
Before 1858, a full divorce required a private act of Parliament so the 
opportunity was only available to a few people.  
Divorce case files can contain petitions, certificates, and copies of the 
decrees nisi and absolute.  
Decrees absolute give the names of the petitioner, respondent and (if 
applicable) correspondent and the date and place of the marriage.  
The Supreme Court and some county courts grant divorces in 
England and Wales.  
Until 1971 divorce by mutual consent was not allowed.  
Divorce case files (1858-1914) 
Search and download divorce case files for England and Wales at 
Ancestry.co.uk for which a subscription is required. 
Divorce case files (1858-1937)  
Search the National Archives catalogue, ‘Discovery’ by name of 
petitioner, respondent or correspondent for divorce suits in England 
and Wales, both successful and unsuccessful, in J 77.  
Narrow your search by using double quotation marks to find a 
person’s full name, such as “John Williams”  
Search The Times Archive (subscription required) to view articles 
about some of the more newsworthy divorce cases from 1785-1985. 
Browse a list of private Acts of Parliament to check for 
divorces before 1858. www.legislation.gov.uk/changes/chron-tables/
private 
 
Editor’s Note: We would be very interested to know if any of our 
members have searched these records and, if so, with what success. 
Tell us your story - editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 
 
How to get a copy of a decree absolute or final order depends on 
the information you have about the divorce, dissolution or annulment.  
All is explained here: www.gov.uk/copy-decree-absolute-final-order  
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With grateful thanks to the late Ron Scales (1921-2013) of Pickering for 
this extract from his little book, ‘Rememberings’ published in 1991. 
Ron remembers -  
Summer - In those days the beck was more widely used than today, the 
cow-tenters had their watering places where they let their charges 
wander into the stream to drink their fill. Farmers watered their stock at 
the wash in Mill Lane, the Council water-cart, used to spray the streets in 
hot dry weather, was filled at Hungate Bridge and Undercliffe. Farm carts 
were driven into the water in dry weather to allow the wooden wheels to 
swell and so tighten the iron tyres. Sheep were washed before clipping 
and joiners and wheelwrights left their timber in its waters to soak prior to 
bending for caravan hoops. 
In the bottom of the deep valley which runs into the town from the north, 
the stream runs faster as it winds and loops under its canopy of alders. 
The water is colder and there the surge of the winter floods have scoured 
out deep holes on the bends of its meandering course, these places 
drew us like a magnet for there was high adventure to be found for young 
boys. Into these deep swimming holes we would dive from the high 
banks and climb into the trees growing alongside and from their 
overhanging branches drop int the clear cold water below. 
One hot afternoon when four or five of us were be-sporting ourselves in 
and out of the water, one of the party gave the alarm that the bull, 
resident in those fields, was making its way down the bank towards us. 
We knew of the existence of this bull and kept a wary eye open for it and 
the raising of this alarm caused an immediate scattering of wet bodies 
across the field to the safety of the fence which ran along the bottom of 
the wooded hillside and bordered the field. This animal a relatively mild 
mannered Hereford, regularly meandered his way up and down his 
territory, but nevertheless one does not argue with a bull. 
The great animal duly arrived and from my vantage point I watched with 
horror as it found my trousers abandoned in the emergency, and calmly 
and quite happily proceeded to chew, first my braces and then the seat 
of my pants whilst I fumed and hurled stones and abuse at it to no avail. 
At last having had enough it wandered on its way and I made my way 
home, a distance of two miles, with a friend’s comic stuffed down the 
inside of my pants to hide my bare posterior, the paper crackling at every 
step and with the rest of the group following along and bending down to 
pretend to read the comic and make fun of me as we walked home. 
 Thinking back to those days when the majority of the town’s closets 
emptied into the stream, of the hours we spent in its waters and some of 
the objects which floated past us as we swam, it seems that our 
resistance to disease must have been of a high order. 
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Quakers in Ryedale 
Extracts from the book, “Unhistoric Acts” Subtitled “Some Records of 
Early Friends in North East Yorkshire” written in 1906 by George Baker, 
now digitised and available to download from our website. The picture 
below is from the book. 
The intention of marriage of John Baker and Mary Pilmoor having been 
brought before the Monthly Meeting in 6th mo, 1772, and a Minute of 
liberation adopted the following month, they were married at 
Kirbymoorside Meeting-house on August 6th, ‘after hay harvest,’ George 
Hartas and Michael Pilmoor being appointed to see that the marriage 
was “orderly accomplished.” 
..... an early Minute of Guisboro' Monthly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends, officially signed by Leonard Snowdon, Christr. Stockton, 
Stephen Hunter, Hannah Trowsdale and Philip Hesleton, that “This day 
[8th mo. 30. 1702] George Baker and Margaret Stead, both members of 
Kirbymoorside Meeting, declared their intention of taking each other in 
Marriage, and Friends appointed Chr. Stockton and Stephen Cawton to 
inquire into their clearness.” The marriage took place at the Friends' 
Meetinghouse at Hutton-in-the-hole, a pretty village two miles away, on 
12th mo. 4th of the same year, and was probably the earliest solemnised 
in this Meeting-house, which had been built four years before. A dwelling
-house now occupies the site, but the burial ground remains, and is laid 
out as a garden, with grass and ornamental shrubs. 

The Return from the Wedding Tour, 20th May 1803.  In sight of their new home 
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The late Tim Owston explained the dates in Quaker records 
When I have been looking at Quaker records I have been somewhat 
confused by their dating system. I thought that the best thing was to 
research the information about how Quaker records were made to obtain 
the background to this. Luckily it turned out to be quite straightforward. 
The Quaker calendar is different as the Quakers rejected the pagan 
aspects of the Christian Calendar, especially where days or months were 
named after Pagan or Norse Gods. In a Quaker register the 1st month 
was March before 1752 and after that date, the 1st month became 
January. The month was given a number consistently, but November 
1741 would be 
9th month 1741, whilst November 1761 would be 11th Month 1761. The 
Quakers seem to have acknowledged the change from Julian to 
Gregorian calendars as the Church of England did in the 1750’s. 
I hope that helps as Quaker records are now more accessible to us then 
ever before. 

Extract from ‘The Illustrated Journeys of Celia Fiennes 1685-c.1712’ 
Edited by Christopher Morris, Macdonald & Co. London and Sydney and 
Webb & Bower, Exeter, 1982. p.102. 
1697 ‘Thence we went to Maulton which is a pretty large town built of 
stone, but poor, there is a large market place and severall great houses 
of Gentlemens round the town, there was one Mr Paumes that marry'd a 
relation of mine Lord Ewers {Eure's} Coheiress' who is landlady of almost 
all the town, she has a pretty house in the place; there is the ruins of a 
great house which belonged to the family but they not agreeing about it 
caused the defaceing of it, she now makes use of the roomes off the out 
buildings and gate house for weaving an linneing cloth, having set up 
manuffactory for Linnen which does employ many poor people; she 
supply'd me with very good beer, for the Inn had not the best.’ 
--------------- 
Mary Eure had married William Palmes of Lindley. She fell out with her 
sister and they decided to tear down and split the materials, equally, of 
the family Jacobean Manor. The gatehouse still exists and has been 
converted to an hotel. 
There is a very good pedigree of the Eure family who lived at Malton 
edited and published by Joseph Foster which covered the 1584-5(+1612) 
Heraldic Visitations of Yorkshire. There are still descendants of Mary 
Eure Palmes in the area today. 
 
Editor’s Note: Tim passed away in July 2020 
Google ‘Tim Owston Historian’ finds a huge amount of his research. 
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Transcribing Wills - Is your ancestor in our index? 
 

Our collection grows daily! 
Wills proved in the Archbishopric of York prior to 1858 are held at the 
Borthwick Institute at the University of York and all microfilmed. It is 
very easy to obtain copies of wills, as there is now a digital microfilm 
scanner in the Search Room there, enabling researchers to 
download copies onto memory sticks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have collected a number of copies over the past few months and 
gradually getting them transcribed. We have also received 
transcriptions donated by some of our members. 
In building up a collection of Ryedale wills, we are creating a 
resource which is unique. This will be a valuable asset to our 
collection and will also help to raise funds to enable us to do even 
more. 
If you are a regular visitor to the Borthwick Institute and already have 
some copies, or would like to go there and see how it is done, please 
contact me - editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org. If you have transcripts 
that you would consider donating to our collection, these would be 
very welcome.  
A list of those already transcribed is on our website and transcripts 
are available to download. 
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More About Wills 
 
We have altered the format for ordering copies of wills from our 
website. A less confusing and, hopefully, more user friendly system 
is now active. 
 

Visit our website and see the index to transcribed wills.  
 

This is how it now works: 
 

INSTRUCTIONS:  
First, look at our index and, if you find the will 

that you want, 
make a note of the Year and Name.  

Click on our ADD TO CART button and pay for 
your selection. 

 
Then, please send an email to: 
sales@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

with the names of the person and the year 
 

A transcript of the Will be sent to you within  
a few hours of receipt of your order 

 
This index is updated regularly  
as new transcripts are available  
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Ryedale Family History Group - Who are we? 

 

Brenda Foot Chairman 
& Research Room Asst 

Janice Wood Vice Chairman, Editor & 
Research Room Assistant 

Geoff King Committee Member 
Membership Secretary 
& Research Room Asst 

(Military Research  
and DNA Expert) 

Andie Cattle Secretary 
& Research Room Asst 

Tony Pink Committee Member 
Treasurer 

Ana Richards Committee Member 
Publicity Officer 

& Research Room Asst 

Peter Braithwaite Committee Member 
War Memorials  

Project Coordinator 
& Research Room Asst 

Eileen Wray Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

Keith Thomas Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

David Campion Committee Member 
& Research Room Asst 

  

Philippa Jarvis Committee Member Rita Gibson MIs Coordinator 
(Non-committee) 
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2022 
Zoom In!!! 

....... to our weekly online meetings 
 

Thursdays from 10am to 12 noon 
Join us for our regular meeting with many of our  
members from all over the country and the world! 

A lively discussion where members exchange research  
results or problems and help each other in finding solutions 

 
Also 

‘Monday with Michele’ 
 

Another regular Zoom get together  
Monday evenings from 7pm to 9pm 

Michele does a very informative 30-minute presentation  
and then invites anyone to ask questions and to comment 

You are guaranteed to learn something every time! 

Please let Geoff King (members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org) know if you 
wish to attend one of these meetings, and he will send you an email with 
a link and instructions. 

OTHER EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

24th September 2022 
The Family History Show - London 

Kempton Park Racecourse 

 

Please see our website for news of any other events of interest 
 

For details of local family history events, please see our website 
www.ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

If you know of any events which may be of interest  
and can be included in a future issue of Ryedale Roots,  

please email editor@ryedalefamilyhistory.org  

Dates for your diary 
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Forthcoming Meetings in 2022 
Date Speaker Venue 

20 July 
7.00pm 
AGM 

7.30pm talk 

Chris Broom 
‘Humour in Genealogy’ 

AGM - ZOOM 

17 August 
7.30pm 

Helen Shields 
‘A Trip Through Sticklepath’ 

with Auntie Kate 

ZOOM 

21 
September 

7.30pm 

Dr Colin Chapman FSG ‘Family 
History from 

Educational Records’ 

ZOOM 

19 October 
7.30pm 

Malcolm Brooke ‘Yorkshire’s 
Vanishing Coastline’ 

ZOOM 

16 
November 

7.30pm 

Malcolm Walker 
‘Irish in York’ 

ZOOM 

 
 
 

Our Research Room at Hovingham is open to visitors 
Every Thursday, 10am to 1pm 

and 
‘Virtual Hovingham’ is available to 

all members via Zoom 
Every Thursday 

 10am to 12 noon 
 

For details, please contact Geoff, 
members@ryedalefamilyhistory.org 

 
 

For non-Zoom users -  
Please let us know if you would  

prefer to attend a live meeting at a local venue 
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